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avy _ PREFACE. 





1. “ THE figures at the beginning of the lines refer te the seve- 
ral verses of Scripture constituting the lesson.” : 

2. Questions.—There are three kinds of questions on each 
lesson. The first are very plain and easy, and called, “Textual 
Questions;” and may be answered by repeating a part or the 
whole of the verse to which they refer. The second kind of 
questions are alittle more difficult, and require the pupil to under- 
stand the meaning of the text and terms used in the lesson. These 
are called ‘ Intellectual Questions ;” and are all answered, con- 
stituting a commentary on the lesson for the help of the teacher. 
The third class are ‘‘ Bible Questions,” without answers, for 
stronger and more general exercises. 

3. “ Giving out the Lesson.—The superintendent, or some 
other person, should name to the whole school, each Sabbath, the 
lesson for the ensuing Sabbath. All the scholars who can read, 
should get the lesson, and the teachers should be careful that ali 
the classes are on the same lesson. 

4. “ Mode of Teaching.—The teacher, each Sabbath, should 
sit down before his class, and ascertain that his scholars have the 
Jesson committed to memory, by requiring one to recite the first 
verse, another the second verse, another the third, &c. Then he 
may ask them the questions, or as many of them as he pleases; 
always taking care that when a question is asked to one scholar, 
all the rest of the class are listening. Wherever a sufficient 
number of teachers can be procured, each class should not em- 
brace more than six scholars. Good scholars will answer most 
of the questions, and the best scholars will answer them all. 
‘Teachers should take pains to explain the meaning of each verse, 
and ask many questions which are not in the book. 

5. “ Teachers’ Meeting.—Wherever it is practicable, the 
teachers will derive a great benefit by meeting together once a 
week, for the purpose of examining, unitedly, the Jesson for the 
ensuing Sabbath. 

6. “ Dividing Lessons.—Most of tlie lessons are long. In 
some cases it may be expedient to divide a lesson, and spend two 
weeks on it. The superintendent should make the division in 
‘such case, and give notice of it to the school. Care should be 
taken that all the classes have the same division. 

7. “ References.—Scholars and teachers should be encouraged 
to look ont the Scripture references, and commit them to memory ; 
and should be required to point out their application to the subject. 

8. “ Weekly Examination.—Near the close of the school, each 
Sabbath, the superintendent, or some suitable person, should call 
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“the attention of all the scholars, and examine them by asking the 
questions in the book on the lesson which they have been reciting 
to their teachers. He may put the easiest questions to the young- 
est scholars, and give explanations himself when difficult passages 
occur. This practice of weekly examination has been proved to 
be very beneficial by thorough experiment. It excites the 
teachers to greater faithfulness, and the scholars to diligence in 
acquiring a thorough knowledge of their lessons. hen the 
superintendent calls the school to order, for the purpose of exami- 
nation, the teachers will find it convenient to sit on the benches 
with their scholars. The examiner, when he puts a question, 
should name the elass that he wishes to answer it. Confusion is 
always produced by permitting the whole school to answer at the 
same time. : 

9. “ Monthly Review.—Those who think proper, can spend 
every fourth Sabbath in reviewing the lessons of the three pre- 
ceding weeks. No one class in a school should do this, unless the 
others adopt the same plan ; for it is of great importance that all 
the classes should have the same lesson. 

10. “ Ministers.—It is of vital importance to the success of 
Sabbath schools, that ministers of the Gospel should watch over 
them, and see that all things are conducted with propriety. Man 
clergymen give weekly lectures on the portion of Scripture whic 
is to be the lesson for the ensuing Sabbath. This is found very 
useful, because the teachers and parents will thereby acquire 
knowledge of the lesson. 

11. “ Question Book.—Ewvery family should own a Question 
Book. It is expected the scholars will study their lessons during 
the week. If they have a book at home, they can receive aid from 
their parents. Children are often greatly assisted by their parents 
and elder brothers and sisters. 

12. “ Family Instruction.—All families who are sufficiently 
near to a Sabbath school, will find it good to send their children. 
But there are some families who are so situated, that their chil- 
dren cannot be connected with any school. Some parents, who 
are thus situated, have already introduced this system of teaching 
their children on the Sabbath, either before or after the time of 
public worship. They usually commence the exercise by singing 
or prayer. During the time of recitation, such remarks and mutual 
onversation are introduced, as render the scene instructive and 
endearing. Parents of this character truly realize the spirit of 
Joshua’s resolution, ‘As for me and my house, we will serve the 
Lord.’ ” 


The above quotations are taken from the “Explanations” to the 
Union Questions of the American ay School Union, because 
they are so exactly applicable to the Teachers’ Third Book, 
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Genesis, chapter i 1, verses 1-13, 
-Exampte I.—Teziual Questions. 


Verse 1. Wuo created the heavens and the 

earth? When did God create them? 

2. What was the state of the earth at first? 
What was upon the “face of the deep?” 
What moved or acted upon the waters ? 

How did God create the light? (Answer, 
by his word.) 

4, What is said of the “light?” From what 
did God divide the light ? 

What did God call the light? and what the 
darkness? What constituted the first day? 

6. What did God command to be in the midst 
of the waters ? 

What did God call the firmament? Of 
which day’s work was this the end? 

9. Did God command the waters to be col- 

lected into one paces What then ap- 
peared ? 

10. What did he call the dry land? What the 

gathering together of the waters ? 
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11. What did God command the earth to bring 


forth? (Repeat the verse.) 


12. What was to bring forth the grass and 


herbs ? 


13. Of which day’s work was this the end? 


Exampte II. —Intellectual Questions. 


Ver. 1. What is meant by “ beginning ?” 


2. 


The commencement of time, when the heavens and 
the earth, and the host of them, were created. 


How long since this period? 

Up to this time (1833) it is 5837 years. 

Should we consider God without beginning ? 

Most certainly; as it is saidin Psalm xe, 2, “‘ Even 

from everlasting to everlasting thou art God.” 

In what scripture is our Lord Jesus Christ 
mentioned in reference to the word ‘ be- 
ginning ?” 

In St. John’s Gospel, first chapter, several of the 


first verses. (Let these verses be read aloud in 
the class.) 


What do we infer from these verses in regard 
to the character of Christ ? 


That he was verily and truly God: of one substance, 
power, and glory with the Father. 


What is meant by the word “ created 2” 


Produced the substance of the heavens and earth 
from nothing. 


How did he exert his creative energy? 


By speaking a word, or simply commanding them 
to be, and they were.” See Psa. xxxiii, 6, 7. 


What is the meaning of * without form and 
void ?” 


\ 
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it was in a chaotic, or crude state. The elements of 
the mass were mixed up together: there was no 
order. 
What agent was employed to reduce this 
chaotic mass to order ? 
The Spirit of God. This peculiar agency is refer- 
red to in Job xxvi, 13. (Read it.) 

3. Do you consider the account of the creation 
of light as sublime, and yet remarkably 
simple and natural ? 

It is a striking and astonishing instance of the power 
of God. It has been much and justly admired. 
Do the Scriptures any where speak of God’s 
word creating spiritual light in the human 
mind ? 
Read Psa. exix, 130, and 2 Cor. iv, 6. 
4. What is meant by the light being “ good?” 


Suitable to the condition and wants of mankind. 


What are some of its benefits to us ? 


It enables us to see objects in the heavens and 
on earth. Jt contributes to our comfort and 
health. It contributes to the warmth and fertility 
of the earth. Vegetation would not come to per- 
fection without it. 


What is said of Christ in John’s Gospel ? 
_ That he is, spiritually, “the light of the world.” 


5. Of what should night remind us ? 
Of death. 


To whom should we give thanks when we 
awake in the morning ? 


To God, who alone could haye preserved us. 
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7. What do you understand by the “ firma- 


ment ?” 
The air which surrounds our earth. 


Do you know what is the probable height of 
this air ? 


It is supposed to be about forty miles. 


8. In this verse God calls the firmament “ hea- 
ven :”’—do you suppose he resides in this 
heaven ? 

God has no local habitation in fact. His visible 
residence we should suppose to be in a higher 


region, called by the Apostle Paul the “third 
heaven.” 


- What proportion a the earth is covered with 
water ? 
About three-fourths, it is supposed: some say two- 
thirds. 
What are some of the uses of water to man? 


It contributes to temper hot climates,—to water the 
varth, and make it fruitful,—to cleanse his per- 
son, and other things he may wish to use,—to 
prepare his food,—to furnish a large portion of it, 
as fishes, &c,—and to enable him to carry on 
trade, by means of ships, &c. 


i 
Are not sailors called upon particularly to ad- 
mire the power and majesty of God ? 
They are in various passages of Scripture. (Read 
Psa. cvii, 23, 24.) 
11. What is meant by “herb yielding seed?” ° 


Vegetables which produce seed, as wheat. 


What is meant by “fruit tree yielding fruit 
after its kind 2” 
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Trees whose shoots or seeds will produce other 
trees which will bear similar fruit. Hence the 
seed is said to be ‘in itself.” 


Exampte IlJ.—Bible Questions. 

What is the first book in order in the sacred 
canon ? 

Why is it called Genesis ? 

By whom is it supposed to have been written ? 

Can you quote any passages in the New 
Testament in which its authenticity is re- 
cognized ? 





Ver. 1. What is asserted in this verse? What 
is meant by “the beginning?” What is 
meant by “ created ?” 

. Repeat the second verse. What is meant 
by the earth being without form and void? 
What is signified by the next clause of the 
verse? Can you explain the last clause? 

3. What is asserted in the third verse? Was 
light created before the heavenly bodies 
were formed ? 

4. What is stated in this verse? What is the 

meaning of the latter clause ? 

. What did God name the light? And what 
the darkness? What was the first day’s 
work in the creation? 

6. What is stated in the sixth verse? What do 
you understand by the firmament? How 
does it divide the waters from the waters ? 

7. Repeat the seventh verse. 

8. What did God cal! the firmament? What 


bo 


or 
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do we still call the higher parts of the 
zrial regions? What was the work of the 
second day? 

9. Repeat the ninth verse. What particular 
facts are here stated ? 

10. What names were assigned to these two 
parts of creation? What did God ro 
nounce them ? 

11. Can you repeat the eleventh verse ? 

12. What facts are stated in the twelfth verse ? 
What was the third day’s work? 





LESSON II. 
Genesis, chapter i, verses 14-31. 
Examere 1.—Textual Questions. 


Ver. 14. What did God command to be in the 
firmament? What was the design of these 
lights? What were they to be for? (Re- 
peat last part of the verse.) 

15. Upon what were they to give light? 

16.. How many “ great lights” did God make? 
"What was the greater light to rule? What 
was the lesser light to rule? What else 
does this verse say God made also? 

17. Where did God set them? For what pur- 
pose? (Repeat verses 17, 18.) 

19. Which day’s work ended here? 

20. What did God bid to bring forth abun- 

dantly? (‘ Moving creatures,” to live in 
the waters, and “ fowls,” to fly in the air.) 
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21. What great sea creature did God create? 
Did he create the moving creatures and 
fowls also? What did he say of them? 

22. What did God say to them when he blessed 
them? (Here repeat the verse.) 

23. What day ended now? 

24. What did God command the earth to bring 
forth? (Repeat this verse.) Was it done? 

25. But did God create these creatures? (Cer- 
tainly.) 

26. What does God say, * Let us make?” In 
whose image and likeness was he to be 
made? Over what was he to have domi- 
nion? (Repeat the last part of the verse.) 

27. Did God create him thus? How many 
did God create? (See last part of the 
verse. ) 

28. What did God say to them when he “ blessed 
them!” (Here repeat the verse.) 

29. What did God give man for his “ meat” or 
food ? 

30. What did he give to the beasts and fowls 
for “meat” or food? (Repeat the verse.) 

31. When God had thus finished the whole 
creation, what did he pronounce it to be? 
What day ended with the creation of man? 


Exampre {].—Iniellectual Questions. 
Ver. 14. What were these lights ? 
All the heavenly bodies: the sun, moon, and stars. 
What is meant by “ signs ?”” 


Evidences to mankind of the presence oat power of 
God in upholding all things. 
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What is meant by “ seasons 2” 

Spring, summer, autumn, and winter: also probably 
the new and full moons are meant. 

How do they measure the seasons ? 

By their regular periodical revolutions. _ ’ 

What do these arrangements for the accom- 
modation and comfort of man indicate ? 


The impartial fatherly protection and tatpaty good- 
ness of God. 


16. Which is the “ greater light?” 

The sun. 

Which the “ lesser light ?”” 

The moon. 

Of what use is the sun to the earth? 

To warm and refresh it, and render it fruitful. 

How much larger is the sun than the earth? 

About one million four hundred thousand times. 

Of what use is the moon ? 

Chiefly, to give light by night. She also has a pow- 

erful influence on the motion of the tides. 

From whence does the moon derive her 

light ? 


From the sun; and she reflects it upon the earth 
when she shines upon us. 


What are the stars supposed to be, in ver. 162 
The habitations of intelligent beings ; at least. some 
of them. 
Do these works of creation clearly declare 
the glory of God? 


Very clearly, as David expresses it in Psalm xix. 
(Read it.) 
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20. What creatures possessing animal life were 
first created 2 
Fishes in the sea, and fowls in the air. 
Why are “ fishes” and “ fowls” joined toge- 
ther in the same act of creation ? 


We should suppose it was because they are much 
alike in their structure, and both swim on nearly 
the same principle ; the fish in the water, and the 
fowls swim in the air. 


What is meant by “moving creature that 
hath life ?” 
Creatures endued with animal life. 
21. Is there not some other name for ‘ whale” 
in the Scriptures ?. 
It is called “leviathan” in Psa. civ, 26. 
What is meant by the expression, “ God saw 
that it was good ?” 
Bach perfect in its kind; answering the end for 
which it was created. 
24, 25. What class of animals was created 
upon the commencement of the sixth day ? 
Land animals; particularly beasts, or quadrupeds 
and serpents. 
What is meant by the expression, “ After his 
kind 2” 
According to their own kind and species. 
Are there many kinds of animals naturally 
divided into great families ? 
Yes: into three; fishes, fow!s, and beasts: perhaps 
reptiles or serpents might be added. 


When you lIcok at these works of creation, 
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could you for a moment suppose they 
could be formed by chance ? 

Certainly not; or they might by chance cease to 
bé; or become confused and mixed. The dif- 
ferent kinds of trees might mix,—the different 
kinds of animals might mix. But this is not 
the case, and shows a continually superintending 
power. 

26. What is meant by God’s “image” and 
“ likeness 0” 

His moral image, which Paul tells us (Eph. iv, 24) 

consisted in ‘‘ righteousness and true holiness,” 


Is there not something peculiar in the ex- 
pression, “ Let us make man?” Does this 
not seem to imply a plurality ? 

It does, and intimates pretty clearly the common 

doctrine of the trinity. And this is the more 
probable, as God is said to create: at the same 


time the Word and Spirit of God are engaged in 
the same work. 


You say man was created in the moral image 
of God :—does he still retain it 2 


According to the Epistle to the Romans, (iii, 23,) 
‘‘ All have sinned, and come short of the glory of 
God.” They have lost this moral i image of God. 


Can this image be regained? and how? 


It can be regained by ‘‘repentance toward God, and 
faith in our Lord Jesus Christ,” which cause us 
to experience religion. 


Is this experience of religion necessary to our 
eternal happiness ? 


~ It certainly is; and without it none shall be saved. 
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Fes TIl.—Bible Questions. 


Ver. 14. What is stated in the fourteenth verse ? 

What purpose do they answer? ‘By what 
means do they serve for the division of 
time ? 

15. What is stated in the fifteenth verse? We 
read that light was created on the first 
day :—how then did the heavenly bodies 
become luminous ? 

16. Can you repeat the sixteenth verse? What 
two lights are here signified?’ Why are 
they called great lights? Which light 
rules the day? And which the night? Is 
the moon really a luminous body? How 
then does she appear so to us? What 
other lights did God create? 

17, 18. Where did God place the heavenly 
bodies? For what purpose? What did 
God pronounce them? 

- 19. What was the fourth day’s work ? 

20. What next did God create? Out of what 
were the fowls formed ? 

21. What else did God make at this time? 
What creatures were formed out of the 
water ? 

22. Please to repeat the twenty-second verse. 
_ Were the fowl to multiply? And were the 
other tribes which were the work of this 
day? 
23. What now was the ‘fifth day’s wore’ q 
24, 25. What was created next? Into how 
many,classes are the tribes of the earth here 
4 
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30. 


31. 
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divided? What are they? What class is 
inténded by “cattle?”. What class by the 
“creeping things ?” What by “ beasts of 
the field?” Out of which element were 
these created ? 

What fact is recorded in the twenty-sixth 
verse? In whose image and likeness was 
man made? What is meant by the image 
and likeness of God? Over what was man 
to have dominion? What does this sig- 
nify? What grade did man occupy in the 
new creation ? 

Can you repeat the twenty-seventh verse ? 
Can you repeat the twenty-eighth verse? 
What is meant by “replenish the earth 
and subdue it ?” 

What did God assign to man for food? 
What do you infer from this fact? Whence 
comes it that man now feeds upon flesh ? 
What did he assign the brutes for food? 
Whence comes it that they now prey on 
each other ? 

What is stated in the thirty-first verse? 
What now was the work of the sixth day? 





Can you find in this chapter any proof of the 


doctrine of a trinity of persons in the God- 
head? 


God pronounced the works of creation very 


good :—why were they so? 


What attributes of God were principally ex- 


hibited in the creation 2 


& 
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Bers mS appear to be the same holy and 
eing that he was at first? 
wha ea: occasioned the change ? 
» What may we learn from this ? 





- 


. LESSON IIL. 
Genesis, chapter ii, verses 1-3, 7-9, 15-17, 21-24, 
Exampre [.—Teztual Questions. 


Ver. 1. What does this verse say were finished ? 

2. On which day did God end his works of 
creation? What did he do on the seventh 
day? From what did he rest? 

3. What did God do to the “seventh day?” 
Why did he thus “bless and sanctify’ it ? 

7. Of what was man’s body made? What dic 
he breathe into his nostrils? What di 
man then become ? . 

8. What did the Lord plant? Where did 
God plant this garden? Whom did he 
put in it? 


- 9. What did the Lord God make to grow out 


0 


* 


of the ground? What was their quality? 
(Pleasant,—good.) What particular trees 
were in the midst of the garden ? 

15. Where did the Lord put the man? For 
what purpose did the Lord put the man in 
the garden ? 

16. What did God “command the man, say. 
ing?” (Repeat the verse.) a 


17. Of what tree did he say he should not eat? 
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What did the Lord say should happen to 
Adam if he ate of this tree ? 

What did the Lord cause to fall upon 
Adam? What was taken from his side 
while he slept? What did he do with the 
opening he made by taking the rib out? 
What did God make of this rib? What 
did he do with the woman when he had 
made her ! 
What did Adam say of Eve when he saw 
her? (Repeat the verse.) What did he 
say she should be called ? 
Whom shall a man leave for his wife? 
Unto whom shall he cleave? What shall 
they be? 


Exampre Il.—Intellectual Questions. 


Ver. 1. What is meant by “all the host of them?” 
Allthat innumerable multitude of objects and beings 


which God had created. 


2. Do you suppose God had become weary, 


when it is said he “ rested on the seventh 
day ?” 


Certainly not. 
~ What then do you understand by “ rested ?”’ 
He ceased from his work of creation. 


3. What do you understand by the words, he 


blessed and sanctified it ?”” 


He solemnly set it apart for religious purposes. 
~ Does not this indicate that God intended this 


day to be observed religiously by man? 
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It certainly does. 
Did the Jews provide for its observance i in 
their law? 
They did. 
Was it observed before the giving of the law ? 
It was, as we learn from Exod. xvi, 22, 29; which 
read. Beside, its observance may be seen when 
the people were coming out of Egypt. I suppose 
it was observed from the creation. 
Does the Christian Church keep the seventh 
day for Sabbath? 


They do not, but the first. The change was made 
from the seventh to the first day, because on this 
day our Lord rose from the dead. 

What is the Christian Sabbath called in “ine 

New Testament? 

“The first day of the pan and ‘“ ithe Lord’s oe 2 
(Rev. i, 10.) 

Did God add many promises to a aibted ob- 

servance of the Sabbath, and many threat- 
enings for breaches of it! 


He did; very many and great ones. And it is very 
remarkable how signally he has fulfilled them ; 
and we. cannot doubt but he will continue to fulfil 
them. 


How should the Lord’s day be Lest 2 
It should be kept ‘‘ holy.” (Read Isa. iviti, 13, 14.) 


Is this a wise provision to meet the wants 

and condition of mankind ? 

I should think it was. Man needs rest from his 
worldly affairs; and algo wants some time to wor. 
ship his God. He would do neither regularly, if 
he were not commanded of God to do it. 
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Is it too much to require one-seventh of our 
time for religious purposes ? 


It certainly is not, in view of our wants and con- 
dition. 


Of what is the Sabbath a type, apeandiie to 
Heb. iv, 9-112 
It is atype of the gracious rest and deliverance from 
all our sins under the Christian dispensation. It 
is not right to suppose it a type of our heavenly 


rest. It isa type of the present rest offered us im 
the experience of religion. 


What do you understand by the word Sab- 
bath? 

Simply a day of rest. 

7. Should a recollection of the origin of man- 

kind humble us ? 

It has humbled the wise and good in all ages. 

What sentence was passed upon man after 
he sinned? . 

Repeat Genesis iii, 19. 


When a man dies, what becomes of his spirit 7 
Solomon says, (Eccl. xii, 7,) it returns to God whe 
gave it: we suppose to receive its rewards ac- 
cording to its works, as we read in 2 Cor. v, 10. 
11. From the names of these rivers, has one 
country generally been fixed on as the 
place where the garden was? 

I bglieve Armenia is; particularly that part of it 
where rise the Tigris and Euphrates. It lies in 
Asia. (See Dr. Clarke’s Commentary.) 

24. What ordinance is instituted in this verse % 

The holy ordinance of marriage. 
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is marriage used by Paul as a figure in refer- 
ence to Christ and his Church? 
Paul uses it (Eph. v, 23-27) to point out the union 
between Christ and his Church, which, doubtless, 
is a very close one. 


Examere III.—Bible Questions. 


Ver. 1. What is stated in the first verse of this 
chapter? What is meant by “the host of - 
them?” 

2. What did God do on the seventh day? What 
is meant by his resting ? 

3. In what manner did he distinguish the se- 
venth day? 

7. What fact is stated in this verse? Do you 
remark any striking difference between the 
creation of man and that of the beasts? 
Wherein? What do you understand by 
*‘the breath of life?” What is meant by 
his becoming “a living soul?” Is this said 
of the brutes?) Do you suppose brutes 
have living or immortal souls ? 

8. What did the Lord plant? What do you 
understand by the Lord’s planting the 
garden? In what quarter of the globe was 
it?’ In what land? In what country is it 
now generally supposed to have been? 
For what purpose did God plant the 
garden ? 

9. What trees did the Lord cause to grow in it? 
What two remarkable trees were in the 
midst of the garden? 

15. Where did God place the man? What 
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was to be his employment? Did the 
ground require cultivation to make it fruit- 
ful? What then is meant by dressing and 
keeping the garden ? 

What permission was given to man in this 
verse ? Y 

What exceptions to that permission are 
here made? Under what penalty was man 
forbidden to eat of these trees? What is 
implied in this penalty? Was this a harsh 
and severe enactment? What useful pur- 
pose did it serve ? 

What did God cause to fall upon Adam? 
What did he then do? Was this painful ? 
Why not? 

What did he do with the nb? To whom 
did he bring the woman ? 

What did Adam say of her ? 

What is said in this verse? What class 
of relative duties is here spoken of? 





Which is the first account we have of the 


institution of the Sabbath 2? 


Was it intended to be of perpetual obli- 


gation ? 


What reason have we to expect greater spi- 


ritual blessings on that day than on any 
other ? 


What evidence have we in the seventh verse 


of the immortality of the soul ? 


Ought we not to be in great earnestness 


about the salvation of our souls ? 
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For what purpose was Adam placed in Eden? 
See verse 15. 

Is idleness favourable to moral and religious 
character ? 

Ought every one to labour? 

What great doctrine is expressed relative to 
man in the eighteenth verse? 

Is it right for men to retire to solitary places, 
and seclude themselves from all society, in 
order to escape the evils of the world? 

What is man’s duty to society ? 

Can he do this by withdrawing altogether 
from it? 

But still is it not necessary to be very careful 
not to catch the spirit of the world, and be 
led away with its customs ? 

Which is the nearest and closest of all human 
connections ? 

What are the duties of husbands to their 
wives 2 

And what of wives to their husbands ? 





7 LESSON IVY. 
’ Genesis, chapter iii, verses 1-15. 
Exampte I.—Teztual Questions. 


Ver. 1. To what class of animals does the ser- 
pent belong? What is said of him? To 
what woman did he speak? What did he 
say to her? (Repeat last part of the 

; verse.) 
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2.. What reply did the woman make? (Repeat 
_the second and third verses.) 

3. What had God said to them ? 

4. What was the serpent’s answer to the 
woman? (Repeat the fourth and fifth 
verses.) 

5. What did the serpent say God knew? How 
did he say man should be if he eat? 

6. How did the tree appear to the sight of the 
woman? What then did she do? What 
did her husband do also 2 ; 

7. What was the effect of their eating this 
fruit? What did they know when their 
eyes were opened? What did they do 
when they perceived their nakedness ? 

8. Whose voice did they hear in the garden? 
When did they hear it? What did they 
do when they heard it? Where did they 
hide themselves ? 

9. Who called uito Adam? In what’ words 
did he call him ? 

10. In what words did Adam answer? (Re- 
peat tenth verse.) Why was he afraid? 
What had he done? 

11. What was the first question the Lord asked 
Adam in this verse? What the second 
question ? 

12. On whom did Adam lay the blame? What 
did he say the woman gave him? What 
did he do with it? 

13: What said the Lord to the woman? What 
did she say had beguiled her ? Whit then 
did she do? 
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14. What did the Lord say the serpent should - 
be for deceiving the woman? Wherein 
does this curse consist. (Repeat the last 
part of the verse.) A 

15. Between whom did the Lord say he would 
put enmity? What did he say the seed of 
the woman should bruise? What did he 
say the seed of the serpent should do? 


Exampte U.—IJntellectual Quesiions. 
Ver. 1. What is meant by “subtle?” . 
Cunning, crafty ; perhaps somewhat intelligent. 
Have you any reason to suppose that the 
devil had taken upon him the form of a 
serpent ? 

I think we have, because the devil is expressly called 
the ‘old serpent” in Rev. xii, 9, and he is also 
called the ‘‘ Deceiver” in the Scriptures. These 
terms seem to refer directly to this account. 

What do you understand by the question of 

the serpent, “ Hath God said ye shall not 
eat of every tree of the garden 2” 


I suppose he means either to insinuate that God hath 
not said so,—or if he had, there was some selfish- 
néss in it. This seems probable from the fifth 
verse, which repeat. 


Does not Satan still tempt men in disguise ? 
Doubtless. Hence when men yield, they are said 
, **to fall into the snare of the devil.” 

Do not temptations generally appear agree- 
able, as did this forbidden fruit to Eve? 
They do. And in this we still perceive the cunning 
of Satan, the old serpent, in making his’ allure- 

ments pleasant to our senses and inclinations. 
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Do not all who tempt others to sin, actually 
make themselves servants and instruments 
of the devil ? 


They do. And generally very effectually. Hence 
they are called in Scripture, ‘‘ Children,—servants 
of the devil,” and ‘instruments of unrighteous- 
ness.” 


What does James say of temptation, in chap. 
i, verse 142 
(Repeat the text.) 


What said our Saviour to Peter when he re- 
buked him for speaking of submitting to 
the cross? 

Matt. xvi, 21, 23, our Lord said to Peter, ‘‘ Get thee 

behind me, Satan.” 
2, 3. Was it wise for the woman to answer the 
serpent at all? 

I should suppose not. For it would seem to ques- 
tion the truth of God. She should have rebuked 
him, as our Saviour did Satan and Peter, as we 
have seen above. 

Would this be the proper course for all in the 

present day, in case of temptation ? 

It certainly would. Those who enter into a parley 
with temptation, generally fall into the snare. St. 
James teaches us, (chap. iv, ver. 7,) to ‘‘ resist the 
devil, and he will flee from us.” 

Whom does Satan contradict here? 

The Lord. But this is in accordance with his cha- 
racter, as he is indeed “the father of lies.” 

What excellent advice is given by Paul (Eph. 

iv, 27) in regard to the advances of Satan 
in temptation ? 
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He says, ‘‘ Neither give place to the devil.” Do not 
entertain his temptation for a moment. Resist 
him instantly. 

Can you repeat our Lord’s description of the 
devil, John viii, 44? 

(Repeat.) 

Are we faithfully warned against the inten- 
tions and violent temptations of Satan ? 

We are in 1 Peter v, 8, which repeat. 


5. Of what passion did Satan here accuse the 
Lord? 
Of jealousy, I should suppose, lest man should become 
as wise as himself. 
6. Is it probable that Satan called the attention 
of the woman to the pleasant appearance 
of the forbidden fruit ? 


It is probable he did; as the text says, she saw it 
was ‘pleasant to the eyes,” and “‘ good for food.” 


But was it wise for the woman to have al- 
lowed her attention to rest on this forbid- 
den object ? , 

Certainly not. It was her first wrong step. She 
should not have stood and thought about it. 
She should have taken the advice of Solomon on 

another occasion: ‘Look not upon the wine 
when it is red, when it giveth its colour in the 
cup,” &c, Prov. xxii, 31. ! 

How did our Saviour weit act in time of 
temptation 2. 

He said, (Matt. iv, 10,) “Get thee hence, Satan,” 

—and: Matt. xvi, 23, ‘‘Get thee behind me, Sa- 


tan.” In this manner we should act in the hour 


| of temptation. ene 
ig fab: 


=~ * 
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7. What was the immediate effect of their en- 
tering into the temptation to eat the forhid- 
den fruit 7 

They immediately lost their innocent state and pu- 
rity of soul, and became sensible of their wretched, 
guilty, and desolate condition. 

Did they seek to hide their situation from 

their Maker ? 

They did; but without success. Inthe same man- 
ner most persons still do, but fail as did our first 
parents. Sooner or later our sin will find us out. 

What would have been a better way than to 

have hid themselves ? 

To have done as David did, Psa. xxxii, 5, “I ac- 
knowledge my sin unto thee, and my iniquity have 
I not hid.” 

Did the Lord forgive David, and will he 

forgive all who thus confess? 

He did; and I doubt not but he will forgive all 
such. 

8. Why did Adam and his wife shun the pre- 

sence of God? 

Because they were guilty and polluted, and he is 
innocent and holy. 

Did they indeed escape the presence of the 

Lord? 

Certainly not. This isimpossible. For David said, 
“TfI go down into hell, thou art there.” 

9. Will not the voice of God call every one to 
an account finally? 

The Scriptures teach every where, that God will 


call every man to judgment, and judge each ac- 
cording to his works. 
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Tow may we.be prepared to answer this call 
with joy? 

By making our peace with God, by hearty repent- 
ance and true faith. There is no other way but 
this. 

Will those who do not thus make their peace 
with God, endeavour to hide themselves 
from his presence in the day of judgment? 

They will. It is saidin Rev. vi, 15, 16, that they 
will call upon the rocks and mountains to fall on 
them, and hide them from his presence. This 
gives a fearful indication of their future punish- 
ment. i 

12. Has this excuse any weight in it ? 

If any, but very little indeed. Adam was not 
obliged to obey his wife. She entered voluntarily 
into the temptation. And though, as Paul saysin 
his letter to Timothy, the woman was ‘first in 
the temptation,” as he was not compelled, he be- 
came as guilty as his wife. 

Judging from the history of mankind, would 
you suppose that the image of God, in 
which he was created, remained in him in 

_ any degree? 

Not in any degree. They have all gone astray: 
there is none that doeth good. The whole man 
is defiled; head, and heart, and hands, 


13. What is meant by “ beguiled me?” 
Overreached me,—deceived me. 


Are the temptations and deceits of the devil 
any excuse for our sins ? 


Certainly not. We are informed of them, and 
should ‘‘ put on the whole armour of God, that we 
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may be able to stand against the wiles of the 
devil.” So says the apostle, Eph. vi, 11. 

14. Is it actually true that the serpent crawls, 
and eats dust? 

It is true it crawls. But perhaps the last expression 
simply means, shall eat offensive one unclean 
food, as toads and the like. 

Are serpents generally more hated and feared 

than other creatures ? 

I believe they are. It would seem as if the dread of 
them is instinctive in us. 

15. Does the enmity which the Lord put be- 
tween the seed of the serpent and the seed 
of the woman have a particular reference 
to Christ ? 

The apostle expressly applies the words, ‘‘ Seed of 
the woman,” to Christ, (Gal. iv, 4.) And by the 
expression, ‘‘ He shall bruise thy head,” is evi- 
dently meant, that Christ should triumph over 
Satan, and finally establish his saints in glory, 
and banish the old adversary to hell. 

Are wicked men called the seed of the ser- 

pent ? 

Not expressly, I think; but they are called ‘ Chil- 
dren of the devil,” or to be of their father the de- 
vil, 1 John iti, 10, and John viii, 44. 

Whose children are Christians called ? 

The children of God; the children of light; the 
children of the kingdom; the children of wisdom. 

What do you understand by the seed of the 

serpent bruising the heel of the seed of the 
woman ? 

Shall tempt him, without power to compel him. 
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Is this seed of the woman considered a pro- 
mise of the Saviour? 
It is; and correctly too. 


In what manner does he effect our salvation ? 

By his manifestation in the flesh, by which means 
he destroys the power of the devil, and his works 
in us, and restores us to the favour and image of 
God again. 

Does he restore all? 

All that come to him in a proper manner, and seek 
peace with God through his sufferings and death. 
He made an atonement alike and equally for all. 

But does not this imply that all are affected 

in the same manner as Adam by the fall? 


it does. We all died in Adam: that is, we lost the 
image of God out of our hearts, and our bodies 
also became subject to death. So says the apostle 
in his Epistle to the Romans. 


Exame.e Iil.—Bible Questions. 


Ver. 1. What-creature was it that tempted Eve? 
To which of the three classes of hving 
creatures did it belong? See chap. i, ver. 
25. ‘To which class does it now belong ? 
What does this prove? What is meant by 
its being “‘more subtle?” Is it probable 
that it possessed the power of speech? 
Why? What did it say to the woman? 
Verses 2, 3. What reply did she make? 
Where is this prohibition recorded? Did 
she know the consequences of disobeying ? 

4. What did the serpent say to the woman? 

» Was this true? What moved the serpent 
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to utter such falsehood? Who, or what is 
the devil? Can you find any proof of his 
fall in the Bible? Can you find any ac- 
count of it? What does the Saviour call 
him which applies to his conduct in this 
case? Can you adduce any other passage 
in Scripture to prove that it was really the 
devil in the guise of a serpent?’ Have we 
any other instance of Satan’s entering into 
living beings, and influencing them to 
speak and act? Does he do so now? 
Why not ? 


. What farther did he say? What is meant 


by their eyes being opened? In what 
respect did the deceiver promise that they 
should resemble the Deity? They knew 
good already :—what knowledge, then, did 
Satan promise them? Did Satan tell the 
truth in this verse? Why does Satan 
sometimes tell the truth? In what does 
falsehood consist ? 


. How many tempting properties are here as- 


cribed to the tree? What are they? What 
evil propensities of our nature were they 
calculated to engender? Did the woman 
resist this evil solicitation? What did she? 
Did she then believe the devil? Was this 
right? Was the man also deceived? Why 
then did he eat? What may we learn 
from this as to the government of the 
affections ? 


. What is meant by the voice of the Lord God? 


Why did he appear to them in the cool of 
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the day? What did Adam and Eve? Why 
did they so? What evil effects of the fall 
did this act show ? 

9. What did the Lord say to Adam? Why did 
he say this ? 

10. What did he reply? 

11. What did the Lord then demand of him? 

12. What reply did Adam make to this? Was 
this a frank and honest statement ? What 
then was it? Was this wicked? Why? 

13. What did God say to the woman? What 
was her reply? What had the serpent to 
say for himself? 

14. What did the Lord say to the serpent? Has 
this been literally fulfilled? To what class 
of living creatures does he now belong? 
Does the serpent really eat dust? 

15. What farther is said of the serpent in this 
verse? Is this literally accomplished ? 
Has it any farther allusion? What? How 
do you prove this?) Was it accomplished ? 
By whom? How? When? 





It was threatened that on eating the forbid- 
den fruit, man should surely die :—was 
this literally executed ? 

In what way? Does this agree with the 
terms of the threat ? 

Did the threat include any thing more than 
the death of the body? What? — 

What do you mean by spiritual death ? 4 

Can you find support for this in Seripture? 

3 ; 
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to utter such falsehood? Who, or what is 
the devil? Can you find any proof of his 
fall in the Bible? Can you find any ac- 
count of it? What does the Saviour call 
him which applies to his conduct in this 
case? Can you adduce any other passage 
in Scripture to prove that it was really the 
devil in the guise of a serpent?’ Have we 
any other instance of Satan’s entering into 
living beings, and influencing them to 
speak and act? Does he do so now? 
Why not? 


. What farther did he say? What is meant 


by their eyes being opened? In what 
respect did the deceiver promise that they 
should resemble the Deity? They knew 
good already :—what knowledge, then, did 
Satan promise them? Did Satan tell the 
truth in this. verse? Why does Satan 
sometimes tell the truth? In what does 
falsehood consist ? 


. How many tempting properties are here as- 


cribed to the tree? What are they? What 
evil propensities of our nature were they 
calculated to engender? Did the woman 
resist this evil solicitation? What did she? 
Did she then believe the devil? Was this 
right? Was the man also deceived? Why 
then did he eat? What may we leam 
from this as to the government of the 
affections ? 


. What is meant by the voice of the Lord God? 


Why did he appear to them in the cool of 
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the day? What did Adam and Eve? Why 
did they so? What evil effects of the fall 
did this act show ? 


9. What did the Lord say to Adam? ‘Why did 


10. 
ll. 
12. 


13. 


14. 


‘15. 


he say this ? 

What did he reply ? 

What did the Lord then demand of him? 
What reply did Adam make to this? Was 
this a frank and honest statement ? What 
then was it? Was this wicked? Why? 
What did God say to the woman? What 
was her reply? What had the serpent to 
say for himself? 

What did the Lord say to the serpent? Has 
this been literally fulfilled? To what class 
of living creatures does he now belong? 
Does the serpent really eat dust ? 

What farther is said of the serpent in this 
verse? Is this literally accomplished ? 
Has it any farther allusion? What? How 
do you prove this? Was it accomplished ? 
By whom? How? When? 





It was threatened that on eating the forbid- 


den fruit, man should surely die :—was 
this literally executed ? 


In what way? Does this agree with the 


terms of the threat ? 


Did the threat include any thmg more than 


the death of the body? What? 


What do you mean by spiritual death ? 
Can you find support for this in Scripture? 
3: 


a 
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He was a farmer: he cultivated the earth. 


To what employment was Adam sent forth 
from the garden ? 
From the preceding chapter, verse 23, we learn he 


sent him forth to till the ground from whence he 
was taken. 


Was Adam permitted to dwell any longer in 
Eden, or to revisit it? . . 


We should suppose not, as it is said, (chap. ii, 24,) 
God ‘‘ drove out the man,” and placed a tremen- 


dous guard to prevent his access to the ‘tree of 
life.” 


Why was it necessary for man to “ éill the 
ground !” 


Because God cursed it on account of his sin; so 
that it was chiefly fruitful in “ thorns and thistles.” 
To subdue them, and procure food from the earth, 
cost him ‘the sweat of his brow,” and all his 
children after him, 


3. What is understood by “ process of time ?” 


T should simply understand, after a while,—as time 
passed away. But some understand it to mean 
the return of some particular period, probably the 
Sabbath. (See Dr. Clarke.) 


4. What is understood by “ firsthngs of the 
flock ?” 


The first born of any animal in the flock. All 


such, by the law of Moses, were made sacred to 
the Lord. 


What was the naiure of Cain’s offering ? 


‘It was a thanksgiving offering ; it consisted in the 
fruits of the earth. 


What then was the nature of Abel’s offering ? 


£ 
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It was a ‘sin offering,” which was intended to make 
an atonement for sin. It consisted in bringing a 
victim, and slaying it, and offering its blood to 
the Lord. Some commentators think Abel brought 
a ‘thank offering” too. 

What did the slaying these offered animals 

signify ? 

It doubtless indicated the atonement of our Saviour, 
who should be slain for the sins of the world. 

Has the practice of sacrifice by blood pre- 
vailed in almost, if not all, nations of the 
earth 2 

It has; and is supposed to have been handed down 
by tradition from our first parents. 

What do you understand by “the Lord had 

respect” unto Abel’s sacrifice ?” 

He was pleased with it, and accepted it. So says 
the apostle to the Hebrews, (chap. xi, 4,) 

How did God sometimes signify his accept- 

ance of the offering ? 

Sometimes by “ fire from heaven,” as in the case of 
Elijah and the prophets of Baal; also in David’s 
case, 1 Chron. xxi, 26. 

Did the sacrifices instituted in the Old Test- 
ament point to the great sacrifice our Lord .. 
was to make of himself for sin ? 

They certainly did. Hence our Saviour is called, 
(Rev. xiii, 8,) “The Lamb slain from the founda- 
tion of the world.” 

Is the world then invited to be saved by this 

sacrifice ? h 


Many scriptures call upon us pressingly to repent, 
and haye our sins washed away in the blood of 
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Jesus. 'The apostle declares, (Heb. x, 19,) that 
we have “‘boldness to enter into the holiest by . 
the blood of Jesus.” 


Can we come to God in any other name, or 
in any other way, and be accepted of him? 


The Scriptures declare, ‘‘ There is none other name 
given under heaven whereby men must he saved.” 
Therefore, if we come not in this name we must 
be lost. 4 


5. With whom was Cain “ wroth ?” 
I should suppose it was with his brother Abel; as it 


is said he “talked with him,” and then ‘slew 
him.” 


What is meant by ‘his countenance fell ?”’ 
He looked sullen,—disappointed,—discontented. 


Does not this indicate a bad state of the 
heart 2 


It does, clearly. The innocent and contented al- 
ways appear cheerful. 


6, 7. How do you understand this conversation 
of the Lord with Cain? 


As a timely admonition, and gracious warning not 
to slay his brother. It was great condescension 
in JevovaH, and shows his ‘long-suffering, not 
willing that any should perish, but that all should 
turn to him and live.” 


What is meant by “sin lieth at the door?” 


It is generally supposed to mean, you are guilty. 
But some excellent men understand it in this 
way :—If you are guilty, a sin-offering, such as 
thy brother offered, is here at hand. Offer it for 
thy sins, since thy offering of fruits does not avail 
for thee.—This is certainly true doctrine, if it be 
not found in the text. 
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What is meant by “ Unto thee shall be his 
desire ?” 


‘The Lord intended to appease the envy of Cain, by 
reminding him that he was the “first born,” and 
therefore must always be the superior of his 
brother. 


8. What passion urged him to slay his brother ? 


Anger; but this was caused by envy, because his 
effering was not accepted, as was his brother’s. 


Are the good generally hated by the bad? ~ 


‘Too frequently. Indeed, the purely bad will always 
hate the truly good. So said our Saviour of the 
world,—‘‘ Me it hateth ;” and the reason was, be- 
eause he testified of its deeds that they were evil. 
(John vii, 7.) 

Would it be dangerous in us to indulge in 

anger and envy ? 

It certainly would be wrong; and might lead us to 
do some violent act. For the Apostle John says, 
(1 John iii, 15,) ‘‘ He that hateth his brother is a 
murderer.” 

9. What is meant by the words, “Am I my 
brother’s keeper 2” 

They seem to have been designed to question the 
Lord’s right to inquire of him where his brother 
was. This sense is confirmed by the palpable 
falsehood which Cain utters in these words, ‘‘I 
know not.” 

What particular sins did Cain commit in this 

reply ? 
Impudence and falsehood. 
10. What is meant by “Thy brother’s blood 
erieth unte me from the ground ?” 


¥ 
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That this wicked murder called loudly upon Heaven 
to avenge it upon the murderer. 


» Do all sins cry to Heaven against those who 
commit them ? 
They do; and sooner or later God will punish those 
who commit them, unless they repent timely, and 
have them forgiven through Jesus Christ. 


Is.there not a very pleasing reference to this 
transaction in regard to the blood of our 
' Saviour ? 


In Heb. xii, 24, there is. There it is said, The blood 

is of Jesus ‘‘ speaketh better things than the blood 

£ of Abel.’ That is, the blood of Jesus calleth to 

vi Heaven for mercy upon penitent sinners, while 
the blood of Abel calleth for vengeance. 


12. What is meant by “ fugitive and vagabond?” 


That he should be driven from the presence of God, 
from his family connections, and have no certain 
dwelling place. 


13. What is meant by “My punishment is 
_ greater than I can bear ?” 


I oknaét bear up under the oppressive despair which 
comes upon me when I remember my sins, and 
the curse God has denounced against me. 


14. What is meant by “ From thy face shall I 
be hid ?” 


As it is said in the sixteenth verse, *‘Cain went out 
from the presence of the Lord,” it would seem 
that there was a particular place where God ma- 
nifested himself, or where offerings were made to 
him, called his ‘‘ presence,” from which place 
Cain was driven. But if we interpret it accord- 
ing to | Peter iii, 12, then it will mean, the dis- 
pleasure of the Lord rested on him, as it is said in 
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this verse, ‘“‘ The face of the Lord is againstthem 
that do evil.” 
15. Did God reserve the punishment of Cain 
in his own hands ? 
So we should infer from this verse. And he seems 
to have been “long suffering” toward him. 
What should we make of such forbearance 
of God toward our sins ? 
We should employ the time in repenting of our sins, 
and making our peace with God. 
Is it a fearful thing to fall guilty into the hands 
of the living God? 
So says the apostle, Heb. x, 31. 


Exampce III.—Bible Questions. 


Ver. 1. What was the name of Adam and 
Eve’s first-born son? 

2. What was the name of the second? What 
were their occupations 2 

3. What is stated in this verse? What do 
these offerings of the fruits of the earth 
signify ? 

. What did Abel bring i the Lord? What 
did his sacrifice typify? What is meant 
by “the Lord had respect unto Abel ?” 
Why had he respect unto Abel and his 
offering ? 

- Why do you suppose he had not respect 
unto Cain? What is meant by “his coun- 
tenance fell ?’’ 

6. What did God demand of Cain in this verse? 

Why did he ask this? . 


> 
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7, What farther did he say to Cain? What is 
meant by the first clause? What is meant 
by ‘sin lieth at the door?” What. is meant 
by “ unto thee shall be his desire, and thou 
shalt rule over him ?” 

8. What is meant by Cain talked with Abel? 
What came to pass? Why did he do this ? 
What passion occasioned the first mur- 
der? What should this teach us ? 

9. What did the Lord say to Cain? Why did 
he ask this?’ What did Cain reply? What 
did he mean by the latter part of his re- 
ply? Cain told a falsehood with a view 
to conceal his guilt :—what should this 
teach us? 

10. What farther did the Lord say to him? 
What does the latter clause of this verse 
mean? 

11, 12. What was the malediction pronounced 
upon Cain? What is meant by “a fugi- 
tive and vagabond 2” 

13. What did Cain reply? What does this 
signify ? ; 


14. What farther did Cain utter? What did — 


he mean by being hidden from God’s face ? 
In what did Cain’s misery consist ? 


15. Repeat verse 15. What was meant by 


this mark 2 


16. What is meant by going out from the | 


Lord’s presence? Where did he dwell? 
Where was this situated ? 
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What proofs haye we in this chapter of human 
depravity ? f 

Is there any evidence of depravity in the con- 
duct of Abel? 

What evidence have we of the doctrine of the 
atonement being then believed? — 

What may. we learn from Cain’s offering 
being rejected, and Abel’s being accepted ? 

What was the religion of Cain ? 

Did it avail any thing toward his salvation? 

Are there any persons of the same religion 
now ? , 

Can it avail any thing toward their salvation ? 

How can depraved and guilty man be saved? 





LESSON VI. 
Genesis, chapter vi, verses 3-22. 


Examere 1.—Teztual Questions. 


Ver. 3. What did God say his Spirit should 
not do? What did he say man was? 
4. What is said to have been “in the earth ?” 
5. What did God see was “‘ great in the earth?” 
How were the imaginations of the thoughts 
of man’s heart? What repented the Lord? 
| It grieved. him where? j 
7, What does the Lord say he will destroy 
from the earth? What else would he 
| destroy beside man? Why would he do 
this ? ; ; 
| 
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8. What did Noah find in the eyes of the 
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Lord? 


9. What kind of a man was Noah? With 


10. 
HANS 


12. 


13. 


14. 


15. 


16. 


AY, 


‘n @ ay 
, * 
18 
19. 


whom did he walk ? 

What were the names of the three sons of 
Noah? 

What was corrupt before God? Of what 
was the earth filled ? 

Who looked upon the earth? What did 
he see? What had all flesh done upon 
earth? 

What does God declare to Noah had come ? 
Why does he say the end of all flesh is 
come? Through whom does God say the 
earth was filled with violence ? 


What is Noah commanded to make? Of 


what kind of wood was he to make it? 
What was he to make in it?) What should 
he do with the ark within and without? 
What was to be the lengih? What the 
breadth ? What the height ? 

What was Noah to make in the ark? Where 
should he set the door?’ How many “ sto- 
ries”’ were to be in it 2 

What does God say he will bring upon the 


earth? What does he say this flood shall 
do? What does he say of every thing in | 


the earth ? 

What did God say he would establish with 
Noah? What persons was Noah to take 
into the ark with him? How many per- 
sons in all? (Peter says, eight.) 

What else did God command him to 


| 
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bring in? How many of each sort?) Why 
should he bring them in ? 
20. How many of each kind was he to take in? 
21. How were these animals to live? 
22. Did Noah obey all these instructions ? 


; EXAMPLE Il:.—Intellectual Questions. 


Ver. 3. What do you understand by “* My Spi- 
rit shall not always strive with man ?” 

I will not always afford him gracious opportunities 
and heavenly instructions, because he has abused 
my goodness and long suffering, until his ‘ini- 
quity is full.” 


4. What do you understand by “giants in the 
earth ?” 


It may mean, that the sons of God, mentioned be- 
fore, had fallen from the true religion; as it is 
said by commentators that the word simply means 
‘‘earth-born ;’—(see Dr. Clarke.) It certainly 
does mean that these giants were great and stout 
men, which the ancients called ‘‘ heroes.” They 
were fierce and cruel, 


5. What is meant by “ only evil ?” 


The heart of man was entirely corrupt : it was filled 
with pure wickedness, unmixed with any alloy of 
good. And of this condition there was no inter- 
val: it was “continually” the case. 


What was the origin of this great wickedness: 

of the human heart ? 

The transgression of our first parents. So says the 
apostle in Rom. v, 12, ‘‘ Wherefore as by one 
man sin entered into the world,” &c. 

Do the human family continue to have wicked 

hearts on the same principle? ~ 
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They have in all ages, and all nations, been thua 
wicked naturally. We learn this from Gen. viii, 
21; Jer. xvii, 9; Mark vii, 21, 22; all of which 
repeat. 

6. Why is this verse a strong proof that God 
dislikes sin exceedingly ? 

Because it is said he repented that he had made 
man, and it grieved him at his heart when he saw 
his wickedness, 

Is not this a powerful reason why we should 
hate sin, and shun it carefully ? 

It is ; and another reason is, that we were made, at 
first, in the likeness and image of God, Gen. i, 26; 
Eccles. vii, 29, 

7. What is meant by “I will destroy them from 
the face of the earth ?” 


I will completely destroy the race of man: [ will 
not leave one in the whole earth. 


Who was Noah? 
‘The son of Lamech. He was the ninth generation 
from Adam, through the line of his son Seth. 
8. What is meant by ‘ Noah found grace in 
the eyes of the Lord ?” 
He found favour with God: he pleased him, 
Why did Noah find grace thus ? 


Because he was ‘‘just,”—“‘‘ perfect in his génera- 
tions,”—-and ‘* walked with God,” verse 9, 


9. What do you understand by “ walked with 
God?” 
He had communion with God, because he con- 


stantly endeavoured to imitate him, by being 
pious and holy, 
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Is any person, before Noah, said to have 
walked with God? 


Enoch, the seventh from Adam. And so closely 
did he walk with God, that he was translated to 
heaven, and did not see death, Gen. v, 22; Heb. 
ta 

Can any one walk with God, and still follow 

the world? 

He cannot, according to our Lord’s judgment, 
Matt. v, 24, ‘No man can serve two masters ;— 
ye cannot serve God and mammon.” 

11. What may we understand by “the earth 

was corrupt before God?” 

- The inhabitants, except Noah and family, were ex- 
esedingly wicked. They were violent, vain, and 
profane. 

Could a nation depraved as the earth then 

was be happy and prosperous ? 

Certainly not. I should suppose such a nation 
would soon fill up the measure of its iniquity, and 
perish. 

Would not the earth again become “ corrupt 
‘before God, and filled with violence,” af 

the fear of God and his laws did not 
restrain ? 

Doubtless it would. These are the great preserving 
elements in the present constitution of the world. 
Take away their force, and public and private 
morals would decline and perish. This is implied 
in Isa. viii, 13, 14, which repeat. 


13. What is meant by “the end of all flesh is 
come before me?” 


I have settled with myself, to destroy all living 
things from the face of the earth, except thy 
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family and the living creatures with thee in the 
ark. I suppose the aquatic or water animals 
would not perish in a flood. 

_ From the last words of the text it seems the 
“earth” was to be destroyed also, with 
“all flesh :°’—what do you understand by 
this destruction of the earth ? 

I suppose this solid globe was to be rent, disor. 
ganized, dissolved in such a manner, that it might 
be said with propriety it was ‘‘ destroyed.” 

14. What do you understand by an “ ark ?” 


A large vessel to float on the waters. 


15. What is supposed to have been the length 
of a “ cubit 2” 


Eighteen inches. 
What then will be the dimensions of the 
ark? 


Its length, 450 feet,—breadth, 75 feet,—height, 45 
feet. But Dr: Adam Clarke computes the cubit 
at nearly twenty-two inches, and this makes the 
ark considerably larger. And Dr. Arbuthnot 
makes the ark to have been eighty-one thousand 
and sixty-two tons burden. 


18. What do you understand by the word 
‘* covenant 2” 


I can only give you what others have written on 
this word. They say it is an agreement. between 
parties, in which conditions are to be performed 
by each ; and the covenant is generally confirmed 
by a sacrifice, or some other testament. 


What are the conditions in this case ? 


On Noah’s part he was to build the ark, and enter 
into it. On God’s part he was to save him and 
his family. 
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Will this definition apply to the tedemption 
of the world by Jesus Christ ? 


It will. God, on his part, has promised full redemp- 
tion for ie world ; which man, on his part, is to 
receive by faith. And this grand covenant is 
sealed by the blood of Jesus. (See Watson’s Dic- 
tionary of the Bible.) 

Do parents, by their piety and faithfulness, 
often bring blessings on their children? 
They do. We have no positive evidence that the 

family of Noah was “just, perfect, righteous,” 
like himself. It is probable they were not so 
wicked as the world was generally; but it is not 
probable that they were very pious; and yet they 
were saved with their excellent father. 
22. What does Paul say of this transaction 
with Noah? 


Repeat it from Hebrews xi, 7. 


May the atonement of our adorable Re- 
deemer be justly considered as an “ ark” 
of safety, to which sinners may fly and be 
saved ? 

it has always been so considered, and very justly. 


Exampre [II.—Bible Questions. 


Ver. 3. Can you repeat the third verse? What 
do you understand by the “ Spirit striving 
with man?’ Why would he not always 
strive with him? What do you mean by 
his being flesh? How long was he to 
continue to strive with him? Can you 
explain the purport of that passage ? 

4, What is meant by “giants?” . Who do you 

heath 


Be 


& 
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understand by those mighty men which 
__were of old,—men of renown? 


. What is stated in this verse 7 
. What is meant by the expressions, “ it re- 


pented the Lord,” and it “grieved him at 
his heart 1” 

What did the Lord declare in the seventh 
verse ? 

“Vhat did Noah find? What does this sig- 
nify? Why did he thus find grace in the 
eyes of the Lord? 


“What is the meaning of the word “ genera- 


tions” in this place? What was the cha- 

racter of Noah? What is meant by just? 

What by perfect in his generations ? 

How many sons had he? What were their 

names ? 

What fact is stated in the eleventh verse? 

What do you understand by corrupt? Who 

made it so?’ How was it filled with vio- 

lence ? 

epeat the twelfth verse? What do you 
saderstand by God’s looking upon the 
earth? What did he discover? Do you 

suppose this corruption was universal ? 

What did God say to Noah? What did 

he mean by this announcement? 

What was Noah directed to do? What is 

gopher wood? What is an ark 2 


5. What were to be the dimensions of the ark ? 


What was the length of it in modern mea- 
sure? And what the breadth in modern 
measure? And what its height? 
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16. Can: ou give any farther description of the 
Diamine Sri sein 
17. Who is it that speaks in th seventeenth 
verse? What does hesay? 
18. What is a covenant? With whom did God 
establish a covenant? What was the object 
of this covenant? What was its result? 
19, 20. What else beside Noah and his family 
__were preserved? Would you suppose the 
» ark large enough to hold them ? 
21. How did they subsist in the ark ? 
22. What did Noah? Why did he it? 





You said at verse second that it was wrong 
in the sons of God to marry the daughters 
_of men :—is it right now for pious people 
to marry those who are ireligious? Why 
is it improper? (Here let the teacher 
repeat the question, as several answers 
may be elicited from different persons.) 

Could men obtain religion if the Spirit of God 
did not strive with them? 

Does he strive with all ? 

Will he always strive with us ? 

What would be our condition should he cease 
to strive with us ? 

What will make him cease to strive with us? 

Ought we not to yield when he does strive ? 

What proofs do you find in this chapter of 
human depravity ? 

Were there any exceptions to this general 
character of mankind ? 
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What advantages did Noah receive from his 
piety ? (Require several to answer again.) 

Was there any cruelty i in this destruction of 
the world? Can you show the reason? 

In what light do you suppose Noah’s prepa- 
rations to build the ark were generally 
regarded ? 

What induced him to go forward with it? 

Ought we not always to believe and obey 
God? 





ES LESSON VII. 
Genesis, chapter vii, verses 11-24, 


Examete [.—Tertual Questions. 


Ver. 11. How old was Noah when the flood 
came? In what month, and on what day 
of the month, did it come? What was 
broken up? What was opened? 

12. What was upon the earth? How long was 
the rain on the earth? 

13. What went into the ark with Noah? (Mame 
them.) 

15. How did they go in?" 

16. What kind went in? Who had com- 
manded them to do so?’ When they were 
all in, what did the Lord do ? 

17. How long was the flood on the earth? 

|. What increased ? 

18. What prevailed and increased on the earth ? 
Upon what did the ark go? 
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19. What was covered under the whole heaven? 

20. How high did the waters rise above the 

mountains ? : 

21. What became of all flesh upon the earth ? 
Can you name the things that died? (Re- 
”. peat.). : : 

23. Who only remained alive? f 

24. How long did the waters prevail on the 

earth ? 


Exampce I].—Intellectual Questions. 


Ver. 11. How long was it after the creation, 
and how long before Christ, when the 
flood came? 

Sixteen hundred and fifty-six years after the crea- 
tion, and two thousand three hundred and forty- 
eight before Christ. : 

What is meant by “the fountains of the great 

deep were broken up ?” 

The waters which occupied the internal caverns of 
the earth rushed out, at the command of God, 
rending the globe dreadfully. 

What is meant by “the windows of heaven 

were opened ?” 

Immense quantities of water fell in a short space of 
time. All the water in the clouds and air came 
down suddenly in torrents. (See Dr. Clarke.) 

Will God always be as true to his promises 

and threatenings, as in this case? 

We have no reason to conelude otherwise ; but much 
reason to know he will be. 

Did the Lord give warning of the fiood ? 

We oxpressly learn he did, in Heb. xi, 7} and from 


» 
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1 Peter iii, 20, I should suppose the warning was: 
a long one. 

Have you no information of its length ? 

I should think the third verse of the sixth chapter 
of Genesis referred to this, where it is said, ‘‘ Yet 
his days shall be a hundred and twenty years.” 

What character is given of Noah, 2 Pet. ii, 52 

(Read it.) 


To whom did he preach ? 

Most probably to the world around him, on whom 
the flood was coming ; and doubtless be warned 

_. them of it. 

Of what awful event do ministers now warn 

sinners ? 

Of a judgment to come; at which time every one 
will be judged and rewarded according to the 
deeds done in the body. 

What must sinners expect if they continue in 

their sins ? 

Judging by the flood’s coming upon the ungodly, 
we suppose sinners will feel God’s heavy indig- 
nation, 


What was the world doing up to the day in 
which Noah entered into the ark ? 

This is fully answered by our Lord, Luke xvii, 27. 
(Repeat it.) 

As these people let their day of grace pass, 
and the flood overtook them, and they 
perished ;—may this happen to sinners in 
these days ? 


So says our Lord in Luke xiil, 24-30. (Read it 
aloud in the class.) 
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18, 19. What is meant by “the waters pre- 
vailed 2” 

They increased in quantity, and raised in) height 
Probably it intimates the vain efforts which ics EI 
wretched people used to escape perishing. The 
waters prevailed against them, until they a! 
perished. 


4 


20. How many feet were “ fifteen cubits ?” 


If eighteen inches be a cubit, then these make 
twenty-two and a half feet, which the waters ross 
above the tops of the highest mountains. 

21, 22. Is it not probable Noah rejoiced in bis 
obedience to the warnings of God, wher 
he saw what destruction the flood broug® rf 
on the earth? 

It ig natural to suppose he “ rejoiced with trem. 
bling.” 

Who first breathed into them “ the breath of 

life 7” 

We learn, in the case of man, that it was God. 

Why did he thus take it from them? 

For the wickedness of man the earth perished. 

Was the judgment of God just? 

4t doubtless was. These wretched people had Alled 
up the measure of their iniquity, and sinned away 
their day of grace. 

In what way shall God punish the wicked in 

the day of judgment? 

wi best answer. to this question is contained in 

1 Thess. i, 7, 8, 9. (Repeat.) 

Are there any signs. of this general delugs 

found in the earth ?- 
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Very many. The wide dispersion of marine shells : 
their collection in mountains,—the burying of 
forests and trees,—the stratification of rocks, 
containing marine fossils, all attest it, as well as 
general tradition. (See Watson’s. Dictionary of 
the Bible.) 


Examp te III.—Bible Questions. 


Ver. 11. What was the precise date in Noah’s. 
life when the flood began? What were 
the fountains of the great deep? What 
were the windows of heaven 2 

12. How long did the rains continue ? 

13. Who went into the ark with Noah? How 
many souls were there in all ? 

14, 15. at part of the brute creation went 
with him ? 

16. What do you understand by “the Lord 
shut him in ?”” ; 

17. Repeat the seventeenth verse. 

18. What facts are stated in the eighteenth 
verse? 

19, 20. Was the entire surface of the earth co- 
vered? How deep was the water on the 
loftiest mountains? How much is that in 
our measure ? 

21, 22, 23. What became of that part of the 
animal creation that was not in the ark ? 
Did every thing die except what was in 
the ark ? 

24, How long did the flood prevail or continue 

‘at its height? How many months was 
this ? 
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God took care of the beasts of the world :— 
‘what conduct toward the brute creation 

does this teach us ? ’ 

Is it wicked to treat them cruelly? 

What effect do you think Noah’s building 
the ark ought to have had on the world? 

Did they repent and reform ? 

‘Why were they spared so long after God 
had determined on their destruction 2 

Did he warn them of their danger ? 

What was Noah to that generation? 

What principle directed Noah? 

Of what was the ark a type or emblem? 

How can we be saved through Christ ? 

Is it the duty of men to repent and believe 
in him ? 





LESSON VIII. 
Genesis, chapter viii, verses 1-22. 
Exampte I.—Teztual Questions. 


Ver. 1. Whom did God remember? What 
else did he remember? What did God 
make pass over the earth? What were 
assuaged ? 

2. What was “stopped?” . What was “ re- 
strained ?”” 

3. What returned from off the earth continually? 
How long before the waters were abated? 

4. In what month did the ark rest? On what 
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day of the month? On what mountains — 
did it rest ? 

Until what month did the waters continue to 
decrease? On what month were the tops 
of the mountains seen? On what day of 
the month ? 

What did Noah do at the end of forty 
days? 


. What bird did Noah send forth? What did 


this raven do? Until what time? 


. What bird did he send forth after the raven? 


What did he send the dove to see? 


. Did the dove find a place on which to light? 


What then did she do? Why did she 
return? How did she get into the ark 
when she returned ? 


10. How long did Noah wait? What then did 
he do? 

11. When did the dove come to Noah again? 
What did she bring in her mouth? What 
did Noah know from this ? 

12. How long did Noah wait before he sent 
forth.the dove a third time? Did she 
return? Why not? 

13. In what year were the waters dred up? 
What did Noah remove? What did he 
then see? 

14. In what month was the earth dried? What 
day of the month ? 

15. Who spake unto Noah? 

16. Whom did God bid go forth from the ark’? 

17. What was he to take with him? What 


were these creatures to do in the earth? 
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20. What did Noah build unto the Lord? What 

did he offer upon it? 

21. What said the Lord “in his heart ?” 

22. What did he say should remain as long as 
the earth ? 
Exampre [1.—Jntellectual Questions. 

Ver. 1. Does God always remember those that 
obey him? 

He does, carefully and tenderly. For it is said, 
“The eyes of the Lord are over the righteous, 
and his ears are open to their prayers.” 

What is meant by “the waters were as- 

suaged /” 


They decreased in quantity; continually retiring 
from the face of the earth. 

2. What is meant by “the fountains of the 
deep, and the windows of heaven were 
stopped ?” 

The waters ceased to rush out from the interior of 
the earth, and the torrents which had been de- 
scending from the clouds for many days, ceased ; 
and hence it is said, ‘‘ The rain from heaven was 
restrained.” 


3. Whither did the waters return ? 


By the ‘‘ wind,” mentioned in the first verse, a por- 
tion of the water was taken up in the air; the 
remainder of the flood retired into caverns in the 
earth, of which our seas.may be the outer parts. 


4. In what part of the world are “the mount- 
ains of Ararat ?” 


In Asia; in the country of ees situated in the 
neighbourhood of the sources of the Euphrates. 
(See Watson’s Bible Dictionary.) 


Aa 


*, 
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, 6. From what time are we to compute the 

forty days ?. 

From 'the time the ark rested on the mountain. It 
took forty days for the waters to decrease, so as 
to expose the tops of the mountains to view, after 
the bottom of the ark struck and rested on the 
top. When Noah saw the mountain-tops, he 
then sent forth the raven, mentioned in verse 7. 


7. What is meant by the raven’s going “to 
. and fro ?” 

Wandered about :—though some commentators think 
she went abroad, and returned to the ark repeat- 
edly, and perched on the top of it, but was not 
taken in. (See Clarke.) 

11. What did Noah understand by the “ olive 
: leaf” in the dove’s mouth ? 


That the face of the earth had become dry, as vege- 


tation was growing. 


Of what have nations generally considered 
the olive branch an, emblem 2 

Of peace ; and it is probable it was derived from 
this circumstance. By the return of the earth to 
a habitable state, God seems to have made peace 
with it; and as the olive branch was. the first 
evidence of this condition of the earth, it is still 
taken as an emblem of peace. 


13. 'To what shall we apply the number “ six 
hundred and first?” 
To Noah’s age. 
14. How long then had Noah been in the ark? 


* Just one year, as appears by reference to the seventh 
chapter, verses 11-13. 


What do you suppose is intimated in the tenth 


TEACHERS’ THIRD BOOK. 61 


‘and twelfth verses by the words, “ ‘he stayed 
yet other seven days 2” 

I should infer a Sabbath day was observed, as a 
weekly period is named in both cases. 

20. What do you infer from Noah’s building 
an altar? - 

That the worship of God was established in his 
family, and had been for many years. The wor- 
ship of God seems to have been known to the 
first families of the earth, and was gradually lost by 
them through the wickedness and vanity of their 
own hearts. 

Why may Noah’s ark be considered a type 

of Christ ? 


Because all who were not in it perished. So will it 
be with those who are not in Christ. All who 
were in the ark were saved. So will it be with 
those who continue in Christ. ; 

Will the earth ever be again deluged with 
water ? 

God has promised (chap. ix, 11) that it shall not be 
destroyed by water again. 

How then shail it be finally destroyed ? 
By fire, according to 2 Peter chap. iii, verses 7-12. 


Examere III.—Bzble Questions. 


Ver. 1. What is stated in the first verse? What 
is meant by “ the waters were pe 4 
is Repeat the second verse. 

. What is stated in the first clause of this 
verse ? Whither did the’ waters return 
from off the earth? In how long a time 
were the waters abated? How many 
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months was this? How long was it from 
the commencement of the flood? ~ 

4, When did the ark first touch land? Where 
did it ground? In what country is Mount 

- Ararat situated ? 

5. How long did the waters continue decreasing? 
When were the tops of the mountains first 
seen? 

6. When did Noah open the window of the ark ? 
From what period do you calculate these 
forty days ? 

7. What did Noah then do? Why did he send 
forth the raven? What did the raven do? 
What is the meaning of “went to and 
fro?” 

8. What else did he send on this errand ? 

9. What was the result of this dove’s mission ? 

10. How long did he wait before he sent 
again ? 

11. What did the dove bring on her return? 
What did this signify to Noah ? 

12. Did he send the dove again? What was 
the result ? 

13. When were the waters dried up from the 
earth? Do you suppose the earth was 
perfectly dry? How long had the flood 
continued? What did Noah do? 

14, How much longer was it before the earth 
was entirely dry? How long had Noah 
now been in the ark ? 

15, 16, 17. What did God say to Noah in the 
fifteenth verse? What in the. sixteenth? 
What in the seventeenth ? 


¥ 
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18, 19. What did Noah do? Who went with 
him? ‘ 

20. What was Noah’s first act on landing? 
What did he offer thereon? Why did he 
offer these ? 

21. What did God do? What do you under- 
stand by that? What did God say? 

22. ‘What farther promise did he’ make 2 





Why did God remember Noah? 

Is it not desirable to be remembered by God? 

What must we do to be remembered by him ? 

Is there any evidence in this chapter that the 
seventh day, or Sabbath, was observed 
during the deluge? 

Do you find any thing asserted of the depra- 
vity of human nature in this chapter? See 
verse 21. 

Any proof of the need of an atonement? 

On what ground did Noah stand approved 
of God? 

What sacrifices are we now required to make ? 





LESSON IX. 


Genesis, chapter ix, verses 4, 11-13, 28, 29; and chap- 
ter xi, verses 1-9, 27-32. 


Exampue 1.—Teztual Questions. 


Chap. ix, ver. 4. What shall we not eat? 
Ver. 11. What did God say he would establish 
with N oah t What did he say the waters 


i 
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of a flood should not do any more? What 
did he say should not be any more to de- 
stroy the earth? 

12. What was the sign of this covenant? (See 
verse 13.) 

13. Where did he set his bow? 

28. How long did Noah live after the flood? 

29. What was his age when he died? 

Chap. xi, ver. 1. How many languages were 
spoken in the earth at this time? | 

Ver. 2. What did the people find? In what | 
land did they find this plain? What did 
they do when they found it ? 

4, What did they say “let us build?” How 
high was the top to reach? With what do 
you learn they were to build there? (See 
verse 3.) What design had they in build- 
ing the city and tower ? 

5. Who came down from heaven? What did 
he come down to see? 

6. What did he say the people was? What did 
he say they had ? 

7. What did he propose to confound? For 
what purpose ? 

8. What did the Lord do with the people? 
How far did he scatter them? What did 
they leave off to build ? 

9. What were the tower and city called? Why 
called Babel ? . 

27. What were the names of Terah’s three 
sons ? 

28.. Where did Haran die? Before whom did 
he die? 


+ 
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29. What was the name of Abram’s wife? 
What of Nahor’s ? 

31. Whom did 'Terah take with him when he 
went out of Chaldea toward Canaan ? 

32. How old was Terah when he died? When 
did he die? 


Eixampce [].-—Intellectual Questions. 


Chap. ix, ver. 4. Are we forbidden to eat blood 
im the New Testament? 


Just as positively as in the Old, as may be seen in 
Acts xv, 20-29, and xxi, 25. (Read the verses.) 


What reason is assigned in the Scriptures ? 

Because ‘‘the blood is the life” of the creature. 
Hence blood is made an offering on the altar, thus 
intimating that life is required for life. As we had 
forfeited our lives by sin, so they are redeemed by 
the “precious blood (er life) of Christ.” Hence 
the atonement consists essentially in the offering 
up of the blood of Christ. 3 


Ver. 12, 13. Is it probable’ the rainbow was 
created at this time ? 


T should think not; but simply made a ‘‘sign” now 
for the first time. There must have been a rain- 
bow before this time, if there had ever been any 
rain; as the rainbow is produced by the refraction 
of light in the rays of the sun falling upon the 
descending rain drops. 


Chap. xi, ver. 1. What language is il probable 
this was that was spoken by all the earth? 
It is generally allowed to be the Hebrew.. This is 
properly the-root or mother of all languages, 
Ver. 2. Where is this “ plain” situated ? 


3 
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“It 1s generally supposed to be somewhere in the 
' neighbourhood of ancient Babylon, on the river 
Euphrates. 


4. Is it probable this tower was a temple ? 


There is some probability of it. .But the object of 
the whole effort was to prevent their scattering 
abroad on the face of the eartl 


5. Is it probable that this is the reason why the 
Lord interfered in their project? 


This is probably one reason, as he had directed 
Noah to replenish the earth; which they could 
not do if they remained in this plain. But an- 
other reason why the Lord interfered is given in 
the sixth verse; and that is, that their similarity 
of language would inspire them with unanimity 
of sentiment, and thus they would be more likely 
to conceive violent designs, and be ungovernable. 


7. May not some special doctrine be inferred 
e from the words, “ Let us go down 2?” 
It accords with the language in the first chapter of 


Genesis and first chapter of John; thus clearly 
indicating the doctrine ofthe Trinity. 


What is meant by ‘confound their lan- 
guage?’ - 


Cause them to speak different tongues, and thus 
they would not understand each other, and of 
course the work would cease. 


9. What is meant by “ Babel ?” 


It simply means ‘“ confusion ;’ because God caused 
a confusion of tongues here. 
Is it probable that the celebrated city of Ba- 
bylon took its foundation and name frorn 
this transaction ? 
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It is probable. It afterward became the populous, 
celebrated, and wicked capital of Chaldea. 

Is this city still remaining 7 

It is not: it “is fallen.” The foundations of it are 
destroyed, and it is inhabited by unclean beasts, 
as the prophet said it should be. 

Does not the variety of language spoken 
throughout the world impede the spread 
of the Gospel ? 

It certainly does. But Christians are endeavouring | 
to overcome this, by translating the Scriptures 
into different languages, and thus dispersing them 
abroad. 

How did God provide against this incon- 
venience in the first age of the Church? 
By giving to the apostles the power of speaking dif- 
ferent tongues: so that, on the day of pentecost, 
every one heard the Gospel in his own language. 


27. What relation was Lot to Abram ? 
Nephew : as he was his brother’s son. 


28. Were Terah and his family idolaters ? 


They certainly were, according to Joshua, who 
says (chap. xxiv, 2) they ‘‘served other gods.” 


Examp.e I[1].— Bible Guess: 


Chap. ix, ver. 4. What is forbidden to be eaten 
in the fourth verse? Is blood still forbid- 
den under the Christian dispensation? See 
Acts xy, 29. 

Ver. 28.. How long did Noah live after the 
flood? Hew long before the ee was he 
horn ¢ 


68 SABBATH SCHOOL 


29. How long did he live altogether? In 
what year of the world did he die? How 
long before the birth of Christ? 

Chap. xi, ver. 1. What fact is stated in the first 
verse of this chapter ? 

Ver. 2. In what direction did the human family 
journey? What place did they meet with 
in which they determined to dwell? Where 
is this plain situated 2 

' 3,4. What did they determine to build?) What 

- materials did they use for it? Does the 
testimony of travellers confirm this rela- 
tion?, What do they say on the subject? 

5. Repeat the fifth verse. What do you under- 
stand by “ the Lord came down to see” it? 

6. What did the Lord say? How is their being 
of one language connected with what is 
stated in the latter part of the verse? 

7. What did God resolve to do? How would 

this prevent such undertakings ? 

8. What farther grew out of the confusion of 


language ? 

9. What was the tower called? Why was it 
so called? 

28. What is said of Haran in the twenty-eighth 
verse ! 


29. Whom did Abram and Nahor marry? 
Whose daughters were Sarai and Milcah? 
Had Haran any other daughter ? 

31. What did Terah do? 

32. Where did Terah die?. At what age? 
In what year of the world was this? How 
long before the birth of Christ? Can you 
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tell me at what period the death of Noah 
took place? How old was Terah at that 
time ?_ ; 


| What striking proof have we in this chapter 
of the depravity of the human heart ? 

What motives caused the building of Babel? 

In what did the wickedness of this attempt 
consist ? ‘ 

What should we learn from the frustration 
of their design ? 

Through how many persons must the story 
of the deluge necessarily have passed in 
reaching Abram ? 

Does this show the wisdom of the Deity ? 

_ In what way? 





LESSON X. 


. Genesis, chapter xii, verses 1-7; chapter Xiii, verses 
14-18; chapter xv, verses 1-6. 


Examete L—Tertual Questions. 


Chap. xii, ver. 1. To whom did the Lord speak ? 
What did the Lord say to Abram? (Re- 
peat the verse.) Unto what land was he 
to go? 

Ver. 2. What did God say he would make of 
him? What did he say he would make 
his name? What did he say he should be? 

3. What did God say he would do to those 
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who blessed Abram? What did he say 
he would do to those who cursed him? 
Whom does God say shall be blessed in 
Abram ? 

4. How did Abram depart? Who went with 
him? How old was he when he left 
Haran ? 

5. Whom did he take with him? To what 
country did they set out to go? Into what 
country did they come? 

7. Who appeared unto Abram? What said he 
to him? What did he build unto the Lord 
there? 

Chap. xiii. In the first thirteen verses of this 
chapter we have an account of Abram’s 
return from Egypt; and owing to some 
difficulties between his herdsmen and 
Lot’s, he proposes a separation, and gave 
Lot choice of the country whither he 
would choose. to go. 

Ver. 14. What did the Lord bid Abram do? 
What did he promise him in these verses ? 
(Repeat them.) 

16. What did he say he would make ie 
seed as ¢ 

17. What did he bid him do? 

18. In what plain did Abram dwell? What did 
he build there? 

Chap. xv, ver. 1. What came to Abram “ina 
vision?” What did this word say to Abram? 

‘Ver. 2. What did Abram ask God? How did 
he say he went? Who was the steward 

» of his house ? 
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3. What did Abram say the Lord had not given 
him? Who did he say was his heir ? 

4. What did the word of the Lord answer? 
Whom did the Lord say should be his 
heir 2 

5. When the Lord brought him forth into the 
open air, what did he bid him do? Like 
unto what did he say his seed should be? 

6. In whom did Abram believe? What did the 
Lord account his faith 2 


Examp.e Ii.—Intellectual Questions. 


vhap. xii, ver. 1. In what country did Abram’s 
family live ? 
In Ur of Chaldea. 
What is this country called in Acts vii, 2? 
Mesopotamia. 


What is the meaning of “ thy kindred?” 
Thy family connections. Yet Lot went with him. 


Did the Lord inform Abram into what coun- 

try he should go? 

He did not. He intended to try his faith, or “tempt” 
him, as it is said in chapter xv, verse 1. 

Why did God choose Abram, or any particu- 

lar family, from among idolaters ? 

Chiefly that he might raise up a people to whom he 
might commit “the oracles of God.” (Repeat 
Rom. iii, 2.) Another reason was, to ‘‘ purify to 
himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works.” 
(Read Luke xiv, 33, 2 Cor. vi, 17.) 

Must Christians now separate themselves 

from the world ? q 


va 


i 


- 
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Certainly. James says, ‘‘ Keep yourselves unspot- 
ted from the world.” 
Ver. 2, 3. What is meant by this promise? 


A great nation shall spring from thy loins, and thy 
name shall be celebrated. 1 will show_my regard 
for thee, by blessing those who bless thee, and 
afflicting those who distress thee; and ‘‘in thee, 
that is, in thy seed,” as says Paul, ‘‘all the na- 
tions of the earth shall be blessed.” ‘This seed 
was Jesus, the glorious Saviour of the world. 


If we were to be faithful to God, as Abram 
was, is it likely we should be a blessing to 
those around us? 

We doubtless should. We should let our example 
shine as a light; and others seeing it would glo- 
rify our Father which is in heaven. 

Is it probable Abram had any distinct idea 

of a Messiah to be born from his family ? 

It is pretty clear that he had: for our Saviour says, 
John viii, 56, ‘‘ Your father Abraham rejoiced to 
see my day, and he saw it, and was glad.” 

4, It is said Abram departed as the Lord bid 
him ;—but did he know whither he was 
to go? ' 

He did not; as the apostle says, Heb. xi, 8; yet he 
obeyed. ; : 

Does this teach us to obey the call of the 
Lord to forsake the world, though we may 
not see precisely how it will affect us? 

It does; and we should obey, nothing wavering. And 

, in this ease we should seek a ‘‘ heavenly country,” 
as the apostle says, ina beautiful allusion to this 


part of Abram’s history. (Repeat Stephen’s ac- 
count of this affair in Acts vii, 2-4.) 
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5. Why was the land into which Abram came 
called Canaan 2 

It was called from Canaan, the son of Ham, who 
settled it. (Watson’s Dict., article Canaan.) 

Why was it called Palestine ? 

From the Philistines, or Palestines, the Egyptian 
descendants of Ham, who spread themselves along 
the coast from Egypt to Tyre and Sidon, and 
along the whole eastern coast of the Mediterra- 
nean. (See Watson’s Dict.,—Philistines. 

What sort of land was Canaan? 

(Read the description from Deut. viii, 8.) 


What was the character of the Canaanites ? 


They were exceedingly immoral; very wicked ; and 
for this cause God ‘cast them out.” But he 
would not do this until their ‘ iniquities were 
full.” So that Abram’ did not possess the coun- 
try, but his posterity did, in the days of Joshua, 
above four hundred years after this time. 

Chap. xii, ver. 6-9. Why did Abram and Lot 
separate ? 

(Read from the sixth to the ninth verse.) 

10-13. What was the description of the coun- 
try and people where Lot chose to dwell ? 

(Read from the tenth to the thirteenth verse.) 

18. What is a tent? 
A movable habitation, generally made of linen or- 
skins. 

Why did Abraham and the patriarchs dwell 
in tents ? 


According to Heb. xi, 9, 10, they sojourned in tents, 
because they did not consider that they had any 
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“abiding place” in the earth. They were here 
but for a little while, and only wanted a tem- 
porary residence. See Heb. xi, 9, 10. 


Are Christians still regarded in the same 
light 2 
They are, in the New Testament. They are called | 
‘“‘pilgrims, and strangers ;” and hence are taught 
not to lay up treasures on earth, but in heaven. 
Do you observe that wherever Abram re- 
moved and made a temporary stay, he 
built an “ altar?” 
This is the case: from which it may be inferred 


that all Christian families should have the worship 
of God established in their houses. 


Chap. xy, ver. 1. What is meant by “ the word 
of the Lord 2?” 


It is most probable that it was our Lord Jesus Christ, 
as it issaid the appearance was by “‘ vision ;” and 
Jesus is emphatically called ‘the Word of God,” 
in John i, 1-14. | 

Does God now make known his will in this 

way to mankind? 

Most likely he does not. 


How then may it be learned ? 


By reading his holy word with meditation, prayer, 
and faith. In this way God will not suffer those | 
who fear him to go wrong in any thing essential to_| 
salvation. 


May we still understand the voice of God 
speaking to us, “ Fear not?” 


Wewmmay. ‘For God hath not given us the spirit 
of bondage again to fear,” says the apostle; but | 
enables us to “cry, Abba, Father.” 
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How was God a “shield” to Abram? 

He exercised a special care over him: he guided and 
guarded him in all his ways. And so he will do 
to those who fear him in these days. 

Ver. 2, 3. What is meant by “childless?” 

He had no children. 


What is meant by “ steward?” 

One that had charge’of his household affairs, to 
take care of them, and provide for his family. 

What is meant by “ heir?” 

A person that shall legally succeed to the estate, 
after the death of the proprietor. 

5. What is meant by “so shall thy seed be?” 

As the stars cannot be counted for number, so shall 
thy seed be innumerable, not to be counted. 

6. What is meant by “he counted it (his faith) 
to him for righteousness ?” 

As Abram was by nature, as all other men are, de- 
praved, and of course guilty, he could not make 
himself innocent before God. But in the Divine 
wisdom and mercy, God has ordained that the 
faith of those who believe on him shall be put to 
their credit in the place of personal rightecus- 

t ness, Hence salvation is “‘by grace, through 

p faith,” and.comes of course ‘‘to all that, believe.” 
.. This will appear perfectly clear by reading Rom. 
iv, 20-24. 


be Exampce [IJ.—Bible Questions. 

, ‘Chap. xii, ver. 1. What did God say to Abram 
in this verse? Why was he thus separated 
from his country and kindred ? 

Ver. 2. What did God promise him? How 
was the first. promise fulfilled? How was 


K 
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his name made “great?” In what way 
was he made a blessing ? 


. What farther is promised in the third verse ? 


Has the last promise in this verse been 
fulfilled? In what way? 


. What did Abram then? Why did he depart? 


Who went with him? How old was Abram 
at this time? In what year of his father’s 
life, then, was he born ? 


. Whom did Abram take? Whither did they 


all go? What land was that ? 


. Where did Abram first sojourn? Who oc- 


cupied that land? Who were the Ca- 
naanites ? 


- How do you suppose God appeared to 


Abram? What did he say to him? What 
did Abram do? 


Chap. xiii, verses 14, 15. What did God say to 


Abram after Lot had separated from him ? 
What promise is made in the fifteenth 
verse? Had this promise been made him 
before? Who occupied this land now? 
From which of the sons of Noah did he 
spring? How was the promise here made 
fulfilled 2 


Verse 16. What promise was given in this 


verse 2 


17. What is commanded Abram in this verse? 
18. Where did Abram dwell after this? What | 


did he do there 2 


Chap. xv, ver..1. What came to pass after 


‘these things? What do you understand 
‘by “the word of the Lord?” Is Jesus | 
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Christ called the Word in any other place ? 
What did he say to Abram ? 

Ver. 2. What did Abram reply? What did he 
mean by the last clause? 


3. What farther did he say? Had God pro-_ 


mised Abram a son? 

4. Did God repeat to Abram the promise of a 
son? 

5. What illustration did he give him of the 
number of his descendants? What did he 
say to him? 

6. What effect had this upon Abram’s mind? 
How was this faith regarded? Why was it 
so accounted ? 





LESSON XI. 
Genesis, chapter xviii, verses 16-33. 
Exampre I.—Teziual Questions. 


In the seventeenth chapter and fifth verse we 
learn that the name of Abram was changed 
to Abraham. In the first eight verses of 
this chapter we have an account of three 
mysterious or heavenly persons visiting 
Abraham on ther way to Sodom; and 
Abraham entertained them. From the first 
and seventeenth verses we learn’ that one 
of the heavenly persons was the “ Lord,”— 
JeHovan. After they were refreshed they 
went on their way, and Abraham accom- 
panied them. 


¥ 


* 
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Ver. 16. Toward what city did the men look? 


Why did Abraham go with them ? 


17, 18, 19. What does the Lord say in these 


20, 


21. 


22. 
23. 
24, 


25. 


26. 


27. 


% 


verses? (Repeat them.) 

How was the “cry” of Sodom and Go- 
morrah? How was their sin? 

What did the Lord say he would go down 
to see? 

Before whom did Abraham stand ? 

What question did Abraham ask the Lord? 

For how many “righteous” did Abraham 
ask of God to spare e the city? 

What did he say should be far from the 
Lord ? 

What did the Lord say he would do if he 
found fifty righteous in the city ? 

What does Abraham say he had taken upon 
him to do? What does he say he was, in 


~ the last part of the verse? 
28. 


29. 


32. 


For what number of righteous Hoes Abra- 


ham entreat to spare the city, in this 


verse? What did the Lord say to this? 
If what number of righteous could be found 
in the city, did the Lord say he would 
spare it? 


What number is named in this verse for | 


the salvation of the city? 


Examete I1.—Jntellectual Questions. 


, Verse 16. What men were these ? 
They were three heavenly persons, one of which 


was the Lord JnnoyaAn, as we Jearn from verses 
1, 2, and 13. 
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What message did they bring to Abraham ? 


According to verse 10, that Sarah should have a 
son. This was necessary, in order to fulfil the 
promise of God to him, mentioned chapter xv, 5, 
that his seed should be numerous as the stars of 
heaven. 


Did this promise give rise to the change of 
his name ? 
It did: and we learn, chapter xvii, 5, that Abraham 
signifies “‘a father of many nations.” 
17, 18, 19. What reasons are given here for 
informing Abraham of the Lord’s purpose 
to destroy Sodom and Gomorrah 2? 


The peculiar fortune and excellent character of 
Abraham. It was his good fortune to be a father 
of many nations, and the great ancestor of the 
Messiah: so that in him all the nations of the 
earth were to ‘“‘be blessed.” Beside his excellent 
piety, the Lord declares he knew him ; that he 
would not only fear and serve God himself, but he 
would ‘‘command,” would enforce the service of 
God on his children. 

Is there a strong intimation that this excellent 
piety is the chief reason why God made 
and fulfilled such great promises to Abra- 
ham ? 

So the last part of the nineteenth verse would seem 
to state: ‘‘ That the Lord may bring upon Abra- 
ham that which he hath spoken of him.” 

Does the Lord still continue to communicate 

with those who fear him ? 

He does, according to Psalm xxy, 14, and xv, 15, 
(Repeat these.) 


May heads of families learn a good: lesson 
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from Abraham’s character in the nineteenth 
"= verse ? 


i They may; and that is to bring up their household 
in the knowledge and fear of God. 


But should heads of families constrain their 
household to the service of God? 


They certainly should constrain them to an outward 
observance of the religious services in the family, 
and the public worship of God in the church. 
They have not power to do more ;, but it is their 


duty to do this, as we learn from the expression, 


‘*He will command his children and house- 
hold,” &c. 
Is there.a very forcible example of a con- 
trary course of conduct in the Scriptures ? 
There is; which I will read. It is the case of Eli, 


and is found in 1 Sam. iii, 13. (Read the story 


, then aloud in the class.) i 


What will be the consequence if children be 
left to themselves ? 
(Repeat Proverbs xxix, 15.) 


20, 21. 'To whom do you suppose the Lord ad- 
dressed these words ? 

I should suppose to Abraham, in order to inform him 
of his purpose. And this seems evident from the 
last clause of verse 22, ‘‘ And Abraham stood yet 
before the Lord.” 

23. Whom did Abraham mean by the “ right- 
eous’’ in this verse? 

It is probable he intended Lot, his dices who 
dwelt in the devoted city. 


3. What do. you understand by “that be far 
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from thee,” and “shall not the po of 
all the earth do right ?” ~ 
That Abraham could not think it consistent with 


the character of the Divine Being to destroy the 
righteous with the wicked. 


In this did he judge correctly? 
The event proved that he did. 


27, 32. In what manner should we learn, 
from Abraham’s example, to come before 
the Lord in prayer? 

We should learn to come humbly, as is clear from 
the twenty-seventh verse, ‘‘Behold now I have 
taken upon me to speak unto the Lord, which am 
but dust and ashes.” We should also learn to 
persevere in our application, as did Abraham: 
*©O let not the Lord be angry, and I will speak 
yet but this once.” 


is the same doctrine of perseverance in prayer 
taught directly by our Saviour ? 
4t is in Luke xviii, in the parable of the unjust judge. 
(Repeat it aloud.) 
What is said of our asking in prayer in 
1 John v, 142 
That if we ask according to his will, he heareth us. 


(Repeat aloud chap. vi, ver. 18, of the Epistle to 
the Ephesians, in order to illustrate the subject of 
prayer.) 
Why, probably, did Abraham decline pressing 
his petition farther for these devoted cities ? 
Some think that Abraham supposed he had gained 
his suit when he pressed his prayer to ten; as he 
theught it probable there might be so many in 
Lot’s family. But it may be “he could not, con. 
scientiously, press to a laser number, as.it might 


82 SABBATH SCHOOL 


. be inconsistent with the Divine character to spare 
these devoted cities for a less number of faithful 
persons. 


Then you suppose cities, and even nations, 
might be spared, though very wicked, be- 
cause of the righteous persons found in 
them ? 


I do suppose so. No doubt but in this sense the 
righteous are often ‘the salt of the earth.” 


Examere III.—Bible Questions. 


Ver. 16. Repeat the sixteenth verse. 

17. What does the Lord say ? 

19. What reason is assigned for thus distin- 
guishing Abraham ? 

20, 21. What is meant by the cry of Sodom 
and Gomorrah being great? Had the 
Lord need to go down in order to ascer- 
tain the facts? What then do you under- 

stand by the passage ? 

22. Which of the men turned toward Sodom? 
Had Abraham then discovered that one of 
them was JEHovaH ? 

23-32. For what did Abraham plead with the 
Lord? What arguments did he use? To 
what attributes of Jrnovan does he ap- 
peal? What is the smallest number of 
the righteous that Abraham names? What 
reply does he receive ? 

33. Repeat the last verse. 


- 
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For what duty i is Abraham commenged in 
the nineteenth verse ? 

What does Solomon say about training up 
children ? 

What happened to Eli for neglecting this 
duty ? 

What may we learn from the case of Sodom, 
in reference to sin ? 

What may we learn from Abraham’s inter- 
cession with God ? 

_ What may we learn from God’s promise to 
spare the city for the sake of fifty, or even 
ten righteous persons ? 

What practical lessons may we learn from 
this case? (Require several to answer.) 





LESSON XII. 
Genesis, chapter xix. 
Examere I.—Teztual Questions. 


Ver. 1. To what city did the two angels come f q 
Who sat in the gate? 

2. What invitation did Lot give the angels 2 
‘What answer did they return ? 

12. What did the men say unto Lot? What 
was he to.do with what he had in the city? 
What did they say they would do to the 

lace? 

13. Why would they destroy the city? Who 
sent them to do it? Dy 


% 


15. 


16. 


17. 


19. 


20. 


21. 


22. 


23.. 


24. 


25. 
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- To whom did Lot speak when he went out? 


What did he say to his sons-in-law? How 
did he seem unto them ? 
When the morning was come, what did the 
angels do to Lot? What did they say to 
him? Why did they hasten him ? 
Did Lot hasten away? What did the an- 
gels to hasten his departure? Who was 
merciful to them? What did the angels 
do with them ? 
What did the angels say to them? Where 
did they say they should not stay? To 
what place should they escape? Why? 
What does. Lot call himself? How had 
the Lord showed his mercy to Lot? What 
did Lot say about escaping to the mount- 
ain? Why could he not escape to the 
mountain ? 
What did he say was near? Did he ask 
to escape thither? And what of his soul? 
What did the Lord say to Lot to see? 
What did he say he would not do to the 
city? Which city would he not over- 
throw ? 
What did the Lord bid Lot do? Why 
should he hasten away? What was the 
city called 2 


What time was it when Lot entered Zoar? . 


What did the Lord rain from heaven? On 
what did he rain them? From whom did 
he rain them? » . 

What did the Lord overthrow with these 


Sh 
cities / ™ 
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26. Who looked back? What did she be- 
come ? 

27. Where did Abraham go early in the morn- 

ing? ; 

Toward what did Abraham look? What 

did he see rising up? Like what did it 

rise up ? 

29. Who destroyed the cities of the plain? 
Whom did God remember? ° How did he 
show that he remembered him ? 


28 


Examp.e il.—Jntellectual Questions. 


Ver. 1. What “two angels” were these? 


Two of the three heavenly personages which Abra- 
ham had entertained that day, as we learn in the 


last lesson. 


2. Why did the angels decline the invitation of 
Lot, and declare they would stay in the 
street ? 


Most probably because they knew that their pre- 
sence in his family would expose him and them ; 
which proved to be the fact. 


12. Is it likely that the sons-in-law of Lot were 
included in this gracious admonition be- 
cause they were pious ? 


I should say they were very impious; but were in- 
cluded because they belonged to the family of 
Lot. This is evident from verse 14. 


Does not this teach'us the value of religious 
parents and friends ? 


Jt does. They are among the best blessings Heaven 
can bestow on man: yet when we are young we 
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often think them severe in their restraints, and 
foolishly solicitous about our souls. 


16. What is the meaning of “ lingered ?” 


He was unwilling to depart; probably because he 
' was still anxious to do or say something which 
would induce his friends to fly. 


Is the goodness of God plainly shown in 
the angels’ “ hastening” Lot away ? 


It is: and none of us would fly from the wrath to 
come were it not that the grace of God constrains 
us. ‘It is of the Lord’s mercies that we are not 
consumed,” Lam. iii, 22. 


4 17. Is not this verse a fair specimen of the 
; earnestness and solicitude of our heavenly 
Father for our welfare ? 


It is a touching instance. Yet we are called as 
pressingly to escape from the wrath to come. 
And when we set out for heaven we are exhorted 
not to look back, lest we perish. : 


20. Was it the better course for Lot to desire 
to escape to the “little” city, instead of 
the mountain to which the Lord had or- 
dered him to fly? 


It was not, as is found in the issue. He went to 
the mountain at last. We should always follow 
the direction of the Lord implicitly. The path 
of duty is always the path of safety. 


22. Does not this verse show in a remarkable 


manner the care of the Lord for those who 
fear him ? 


It does; and should inspire us with confidence in 
him. ° a, \ 
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What is written of prayer, last part of fifth _ 

verse, fifth chapter of James ? 

25. Can you ascertain the names of the cities 
which were destroyed on this dreadful 
occasion 2 

According to Deut. xxix, 23, they were Sodom, 
Gomorrah, Admah, and Zeboim. Bela, afterward 
called Zoar, was spared at the request of Lot. 

What is the nature of the place now y where , 

these cities then stood ? 

It is a sea, or lake, called the Dead Sea, or Salt 
Sea; supposed to be about seventy miles long, 
and eighteen wide. (See Dr. Clarke.) 

Why is this account of the destruction of 
these cities recorded ? 

‘‘ For an example,” says Jude, ver. 7. 

26. Had Lot’s wife been forbidden to look 
behind her? — 

She had; and her unbelief or disobedience met a 
signal punishment. 

Is her fate made a warning to us by our 
Lord ? 


It is in Luke xvii, 32, ‘‘ Remember Lot’s wife.” 


What do you understand by this warhing ? 
That those who set out for the kingdom of heaven 
may stop short of it, and finally and eternally 
perish by the way. 
27. What do you understand by “ Abraham 
got up early in the morning to the place 
where he had stood before the Lord ?” 


He hastened to a place from which he could see the 
cities, in order to see if his prayer was effectual. 
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Why was it not, do you suppose ? 
Because, doubtless, the Lord could not find tex 


righteous persons in the cities. 


Examp e Iil.— Bible Questions. 


Ver. 1. What two angels came to Sodom? 


25. 


26. 


Where was Lot sitting? Was this an 
unusual place for a man to be sitting? 
What did he do when he saw the angels? 


. What did they say to Lot? 
. What reason do they assign for this ? 
. What did Lot then do?’ How were his 


words regarded? What was the con- 
sequence ? 


- What happened in the morning ? 
. What did the angels do to Lot? What 


reason is assigned in the verse for this 2? 


. What direction did the angels give. him? 


19. Did Lot willingly comply? 


. What did he request ? 

. Was it granted to him ? 

. What was the name of that city ? 

. What happened to Sodom and Gomorrah 


when Lot entered into Zoar? From 
whence do you suppose the fire pro- 
ceeded that consumed these cities ? 

What is stated in this verse? What is 
now the nature of that region? What are 
the apples of Sodom? Is there any truth 
in this story? Does that region afford 


- any probability to the belief that the cities 


were overthrown by a volcanic eruption? 
What happened to Lot’s wife? What is 
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meant by “looked back?” What may 
we understand by her becoming a pillar 
of salt ? 

27. What is said of Abraham ? ‘ 

28. What did he see? . 

29. What is recorded in verse 29? 

30. Did Lot remain long in Zoar? Why do 
you suppose he left there? Where did he 
go and dwell with his daughters ? 





How do you account for Lot’s extraordinary 
solicitude to preserve his guests from out- 
rage? 

What was the cause of the destruction of 
Sodom ? 

Why was Lot preserved 2 

What made Lot linger in obeying the direc- 
tion of the angels ? 

What induced the angels to compel him? 

What may we learn from this in reference to 
ourselves ? 

What may we learn from Lot’s conduct 
stated in verses 18-20, compared with 
verse 301 

Why was Lot’s wife so severely punished ? 

What should this teach us ? 

What may we learn from the twenty-ninth 
verse ? 
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LESSON XIII. 
Genesis, chapter xxi, verses 8-21. 


Exampre |.— Textual Questions. 


Ver. 8. What is said of Isaac, the child? What 


did Abraham do the same day he was 
weaned ? 


9. Whom did Sarah see? What did she see 


10. 


11. 


12. 


13. 


14. 


15. 


16. 


him doing ? 

What did she tell Abraham to do with 
Hagar’s son? (Repeat verse 10.) Why 
did she tell Abraham to do this 2 

How was this thing in Abraham’s sight? 
Why ? 

What did God say to Abraham? What 
should Abraham do in all that Sarah had 
said unto him? What reason does he 
give for this ? 

What did he say he would make of the 
bond woman’s son?’ Why would he do 
this ? 


What did Abraham early in the morning? 


What did he give unto Hagar? Where 
did he place them and the child? What 
then did Abraham do to her? Where did 
Hagar wander ? 

What is said of the water in the bottle? 
What did she do with the child when the 
water was gone? 

Where did she sit down? How far off? 
Why a good way off? What did she do 
where she sat ? 


17. 
18. 


19. 


21. 
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Whose voice did God hear? Who called 
to Hagar? What did he say to her ? 
What was Hagar bidden to do? What did 
God say he would make of him? 

What did the Lord do for her? What did 
she. see? What did she do with the 
bottle 2 


. Who was with the lad? Where did the 


lad dwell? What did he become ? 
From whence did his mother take him a 
wife 2 


Examp.e IJ.—ZJntellectual Questions. 


Do you recollect the age of Abraham at the 


birth of Isaac ? 


According to the fifth verse he was one hundred 


years old. 


Verse 8. What is the meaning of the name 


According to Dr, Adam Clarke it signifies “laugh- 


Isaac ? 


ter ;” because in chap. xvii, 17, when the angel 
announced to Abraham that he should have a son, 


’ “he laughed,” doubtless for joy; and called his 


son Isaac, to commemorate that joy. 


9. What is meant by “ mocking?” 
It is probable ridicule only is meant. But Paul, in 


Gal. iv, 29, calls it ‘* persecuting.” 


Of what country was Hagar? 
An Egyptian, as we learn from Gen. xvi, l, 


What was the name of Hagar’s son? 
Ishmael, Gen. xvi, 15. ; 
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What does the apostle say of this transaction 
in Gal. iv, 22-262 
(Repeat it aloud for the class.) 


10. Is not this transaction applied to the Chris- 
~ tian dispensation by Paul ? ' 
It is in Gal. iv, 28-31, which I will explain. Isaac, 
as the child of promise, represents the Christians. 
Thus says Paul, ‘‘ Now we, brethren, as Isaac 
was, are the children of promise,” verse 28. 
Ishmael, as a child ‘‘born after’ the flesh,” i.e. 
naturally, represent the unregenerate, that still 
remain under the law, particularly the Jews, who 
persecuted the young Christian converts. But 
the apostle extends this meaning in verses 23, 24, 
making Isaac represent the Gospel dispensation, 
and Ishmael the legal dispensation. And as 
Ishmael, the son of the bond woman, was ‘‘ cast. 
out,” to make full and valid the claims of Isaac, 
the son of the “free woman,” so the law was cast 
out to make way for the Gospel. Hence the 
children of the Gospel are called ‘ free.” 


11. Because of which of his sons was Abraham 
grieved ? 
Because of Ishmael. 


Had Abraham previously expressed peculiar 
concern for Ishmael ? 


In Gen. xvii, 10, he says unto the Lord, ‘“*O! that 
Ishmael may live before thee.” 


12. What is meant by ‘In Isaac shall thy seed 
be called?” 


The apostle in one place refers this expressly to 
Christ; and in Rom. ix, 7, 8, he refers it to the 
Christians as the children of Christ, or the pro- 
mise, and says, these ‘‘shall be counted for the 
seed ;” i. e. these are the true children of Abra. 
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ham, as contemplated in the promise of God in 
the birth of Isaac. Hence the apostle says, ‘ All 
are not Israel which are of Israel.” 


13. Is there any encouragement to pious parents 
in the promise of God to make a nation of 
Ishmael ? 

There is strong encouragement : for the reason of 
the promise is, ‘‘ because he is thy seed ;” show- 
ing that the promise was made out of regard to 
Abraham. There is no doubt but that many 

- blessings are given to unworthy children because 
of the piety of their parents. 


Do the Scriptures particularly record the ful- 
filment of the promise to make a nation of 
Ishmael ? 

Its fulfilment is mentioned in Gen. xxy, 12-17, 

which read. ; 

What is the prophecy concerning Ishmael in 
Gen. xvi, 12? 

That “‘he will be a wild man ;—his hand against 


every man’s,—and every man’s against him; and 
he shall dwell in the presence of all his brethren. 


Are any descendants of Ishmael still living? 


The Arabians are the descendants of Ishmael; and 
their wandering, plundering, wild manner of life, 
even yet is a remarkable fulfilment of the pro-° 
phecy. (See Ishmael, Watson’s Dict.) 


How long since this prophecy was spoken? 
About 3726 years; and still the habits of the Ara. 
bians give clear evidence of the truth of the pro- 
phecy. 
14. What is a “ wilderness ?” 
A country where the forests are still standing, and 
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there are no inhabitants, but it is: generally filled 
with wild beasts. 


15. What is a * shrub ?’ 


A small low spreading tree. Ishmael seems to have 
been sent under this shelter to screen him from 
the sun. 


16. What is meant by “a bow shot ?” 


It is explained by the words, ‘‘a good way off;” not 
a great distance, I apprehend, upon actual mea- 
surement ; but a great way, considering the sepa- 
ration was between a mother and a child in such 
circumstances of distress. 


Should Hagar thus have fallen into despair ? 


If she had well considered the promise of God, in 
regard to her Son, she should not. For God had 
promised. to make of him ‘a nation,” and of 
course he would be careful to preserve him, 


To whom does this transaction teach us to 
look in times of difficulty and trouble 2 


To God, who.always sees us, and is ever ready to 
help us, if we call upon him as we ought. 


19. The well of water was nearer at hand than 
Hagar expected :—does not this teach us 
to rely implicitly on the Lord for what we 
may need ? 


Provided we love him: for to those who love him 
there is no lack of any good thing. But we may 
not always know what would be “ good” for us. 
All of us think riches and health would be good 
for us; but oftentimes these would prove the 
ruin of our souls; and misfortunes, as we call 
them, are fatherly chastisements, and should be 
considered ‘blessings in disguise.” 


? 


TEACHERS’ THIRD BOOK. 95 


19. Do you know of what “ bottles” were made 
in those days? 


Of the skins of animals: generally the goat skin 
was used. oe 


20. What is an “ archer ?”’ 


One who can use the bow and arrow. If is pro. 
bable that Ishmael got his food, and food for his 
mother, in the wilderness, in this way. 


Examp ce HI.—Bizble Questions. 

Ver. 9. How old was Isaac at this time? How 
old was Ishmael? How did Ishmael be- 
have toward his brother ? 

10. What did Sarah say to this ? 

11. How did it affect Abraham ? 

12. What did God say to Abraham respecting 
it? What is meant by “In Isaac shall thy 
seed be called?” Why was this separation 
allowed and directed by God? 

13. What promise is given respecting Ishmael 
in this verse ? 

14. What did Abraham then do? What were 
bottles made of in that day? What hap- 
pened to Hagar after she departed? 

15. What was the consequence? What did 
she do with Ishmael ? 

16. What is said of her in verse 16? 

17. What two things are signified by the first 
and the last clauses of this verse? Was 
Ishmael pious before? What then do you 
infer from this incident? How did God 
comfort Hagar ? 

. What did the angel direct ic todo? What 
yest did she receive? 
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19. What did the angel then show her? 
20. What is said in the first clause of this verse 2 


21. 


What do you understand by that? Where 
did he dwell? By what means did he 
support himself and mother ? 

Where is the wilderness of Paran? How 
situated in reference to Egypt ? 





What was the cause of Hagar’s and Ishmael’s 
expulsion ? 

What should we learn from this as to domes- 
tic conduct? 

What should we learn from God’s promise to 
Abraham in his distress ? 

And what from the deliverance of Hagar ? 

What promises has God given to them that 
are in trouble ? 

Have we any right to expect the blessings 
of God if we do not love and serve him? 
What may we learn as to the influence of 
adversity and afflictions from the case of 

Ishmael ? 





LESSON XIV. 
Genesis, chapter xxii, verses 1-19. 


Exampxe I.—Teztual Questions. 


Ver. 1. What is God said to have done to Abra- 


ham? In what words did he call to him 2? 
What was Abraham’s answer to God? 


10. 


11. 


a 
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. Whom was Abraham to take? Into what 


land was he to take him? What was he 
to do with him there? Upon what place 
was he to offer him ? 


. At what time of the day did Abraham rise to 


obey this command? What did ke do to 
his ass? Whom did he take with him? 
What did he do to the wood? Whither 
did he go then? 


- On what day did Abraham see the place? 


How did he see it ? 


. What did Abraham bid the young men do? . 


What did he say he and the lad would do? 


- What did Abraham take? What did he do 


with the wood? What did he take in his - 
hand? Who went together? ig 


- Who spoke unto Abraham? What did he 


say? What did he call his father to see? 
What did he ask for? 


. What did Abraham call Isaac? What did 


he say God would do? What did they 
do after he said this 2 


. To what place did they come? What did 


‘ Abraham build? What did he lay on the 
altar? What did he do to Isaac his son? 
Where then did he lay him? 

What did Abraham do with his hand? 
What did he take in it? What did he 
take the knife for? 

Who called to him out of heaven? What 
did the angel say? What did Abraham 
answer? ° 


12. What did he say to Abraham? Why did 
7 


Lot 
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God say Abraham should not lay his hand 
‘on the lad? How does God say he knew 
Abraham feared him ? 

13. What did Abraham see when he lifted up 
his eyes? Where was the ram? How 
was it held there? What did he do with 
this ram ? 

14. What did Abraham call the place? 

15. Who called the second time out of heaven 
to Abraham ? 

16. By whom does the Lord say he had sworn? 
Why had he sworn?) What thing had 
Abraham done? 

Repeat verses 17 and 18. 
19. Unto whom did Abraham retim? What 
did they do there? To what place did 

they go? . 


Exampte Il.—Iniellectual Questions. 


Ver. 1. What is meant by God’s tempting 
Abraham ? 


He tried him; proved him ; put his faith to a severe 
test. - 


_ Does the readiness and substance of Abra-— 
ham’s answer teach us a good. moral 
lesson 2 


It teaches us to listen for the voice of God; and 
when we hetr it, to express our readiness-to obey, 
without hesitation , and without reasoning about 
the command. 

_ 2. Does not God seem anxious to reach Abra- 

ham’s feelings as a father? 
. 
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The words even were chosen to produce this effect : 
“Take thy son,—thine only son,—whom thou 
lovest.” — 


Where was “the land of Moriah?’ 


It is supposed to have included all the mountains 
about Jerusalem, on one of which our Saviour 
was crucified; and this is supposed to be the 
same as the one on which Isaae was offered. 
(See Watson’s Dict.) 


3. What may we learn from this early rismg 
of Abraham to do the commands of God? 
To do as David says in Psalm cxix, 60, “I made 


haste, and delayed not to keep thy command- 
ments.” (Enlarge.) 


What is meant by “clave the wood ?” a9 
He split it up so that it would burn readily and 
quickly. 


This whole preparation seems to have been | 
peculiarly painful :—what, therefore, do we 
learn from Abraham’s obedience 2 

We should learn to take up the cross promptly, 

though it be very painful to us. 

May there not be some exceptions ? 

_ Not if God commands us to take up the cross. 
. Hence our Lord says, John xiv, 14, “ Ye are my 
friends, if ye do whatsoever I command you.” 

4. Does the length of time Abraham had to 
travel to reach the place show the strength 
of his faith ? 

It does; as it gave him time to reflect on the pain- 

ful nature of his visit. Still he went on. 

. You said his business was of a painful nature : 

—do you ; suppose Abraham felt it so? 


Bee a 
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It would seem probable from verse 5, and from Heb. 
xi, 17-19, that it was not painful to him; for he 
says, ‘I and the lad will go yonder and worship, 
and come again to you.” The apostle informs us 
that Abraham felt assured that he would bring 
his son back alive: “ By faith, Abraham, when 
he was tried, offered up Isaac,—accounting that 
God was able to raise him even from the dead ; 
from whence also he received him in a figure.” 


Abraham said he and the lad would go and 
worship :—in what manner was_ worship 
performed in those days ? 


Generally by building a rude altar of rough stones, 
and burning some suitable animal on it, as an 
offering to God; thereby intimating that the per- 
son offering merited severe punishment. - 


6. Of what was Isaac’s bearing the wood a 
type? 

Of the Lord’s bearing his cross toward Calvary, the 
same mountain on which Isaac was offered. 

7. Do you suppose Isaac had any idea that he 
was to be the sacrifice ? 

Ido not suppose he had; for the whole language 
of the verse indicates that he had not the least 
suspicion of the kind. 

8. Does Abraham’s answer intimate to Isaac 
what was to be his fate 2 

I should think not. It might have awaked his cu- 
riosity, or increased his faith, seeing the perfect 

6 confidence of his father. 

9. As there is no imtimation that Isaac resist- 
ed ;—-what do we learn from his sub- 
mission ? 

T learn he was pious, and therefore obeyed his father 


dine a 


TEACHERS’ THIRD BOOK. 101 


in the commands of God. As. we know Abraham’ 
was 100 years old, and Isaac must have been 
well grown, in order to have carried the wood, 
probably about 33, the age at which our Saviour 
was offered for the sins of the world, it would 
have been impossible for Abraham to have bound 

' him against his will. The piety and faith of 
Isaac should be ranked with the piety and faith 
of Abraham. 


10. Was it indeed the intention of Abraham to 
slay his son? 


Doubtless it was; for so God had commanded him, 
and he was ever ready to obey. And this he did 
the more cheerfully, as we learn from Hebrews 
xi, 18, that he ‘‘ counted that God was able even to 
raise him from the dead.” 


11. Who was this “ Angel of the Lord?” 


It was the Lord Jesus Christ ; and in the sixteenth 
verse we learn this Lord was JEnovan, as he 
sware by himself: which form of expression 
always intimates Jenovan. 


42. What is the meaning of “ not withheld thy 


son ?” 


He did not refuse to give him up unto death when 
required. 


Is this any where referred to in the history — 
of our Lord ? 


It seems to be expressly referred to in these words: 
‘‘God spared not his own Son, but freely deli- 
vered him up for us all,” &c, and “God so loved 
the world, that he gave oe only begotton Son, 
that whosoever believeth in. him should nat 
perish, but have everlasting life.” 


How should we be affected by this astonish- 
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» ing instance, of the love of God to the 
world 2 
Paul teaches us in 2 Cor. v, 15, ‘that we should not 
henceforth live unto ourselves, but unto him who 
died for us, and rose again.” 
| 14. What is the meaning of “ Jehovah-jireh ?” 
“The Lord will see,—the Lord will provide,”— 
indicating the faithfulness of God in looking 
upon his obedience to his commands; and the 
mercy of God in providing a substitute for his son 
there, and the real offering of his own Son a little 
above 1800 years after. 


16. Why did the Lord call Isaac Abraham’s 
only son? 

Though Ishmael was his son, he was not his son by 
his proper and lawful wife, but by his concubine, 
which Sarah had given him, according to the 
custom of the day; and particularly because he 
was the only son “ by promise.” 

17. What is meant by “ thy seed shall possess 
the gate of his enemies ?” 

It is to be taken in a spiritual sense, to designate 
the conquest of the Redeemer’s kingdom finally 
over all the earth. To “‘ possess the a is to 
conquer and take possession. 

18. Who is Abraham’s “seed” a, to in 
re this verse 2 
According to Paul, Gal. ili, it is Christ ; in whom 


indeed many of the nations are now blessed, and | 


all shall be finally blessed. - 
Why were these promises made to Abraham ? 
_ Because he obeyed the voice of God. 


From this might we expect the blessings of 
the Lord if we should obey ? 
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We might: and our end will be dreadful if we obey 
‘not the Gospel of God; for it is said he will 
“take vengeance” on'sach. 


Bairera 112 Bible Quins. 


Ver. 1. What did God to Abraham? What is © 
the meaning of the word “ tempt ? 2” What 
does St. James say of temptations, chap- 
ter 12 Can you reconcile these two pas- 
sages ? 

2. What did God say to Abraham in this 
verse? What did God intend to teach 
Abraham by so singular a transaction ? 
Who then does Isaac represent? What 
relation was he to Abraham? How did 
this typify the Saviour? Wherein did the 
scene of this transaction correspond with 
the place where Christ was crucified ? 

4. What was the duration of this affair? How 
long was the Saviour in the grave ? 

5. What did Abraham say to the young men? 

How could he say that he and his son 

would come again, when he intended to 

_ sacrifice him ? 

6. What did Abraham then do? Why did he 

- do this rather than carry it himself? How. 
old was Isaac at the time? Does Isaac - 
bearing the wood typify any act of Christ? 
Could not Isaac have refused to submit to 
all this? Why did he not? In what way 
does this illustrate the character of the 
Saviour ? 

7. What did Isaac say to his father ? 


3 
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8. What answer did Abraham make ? 

9. Whither did they come? What did Abra- 
ham then do? 

10. What farther did he do? Did he really 
slay his son ? 

_ 11,12. What happened to prevent him? What 
is stated in the last clause of this verse? 
Did not the Almighty know it before? 
How then do you understand this expres- 
sion ? 

13. What is stated in the thirteenth verse? 
What fact of our Lord’s history is typified 
in Isaac’s release? Is the ram also a 
type of Christ ? 

14. What did Abraham call the place? What 
is the meaning of Jehovah-jireh ? 

15, 16. What then took place? What did he 
say to Abraham ? 

17. What is promised to Abraham in the seven- 
teenth verse 2 

18. What does the eighteenth verse allude to2 
What reasons can you give for thinking 
that Abraham understood this whole trans- 
action as referring to the sacrifice of the 
Messiah? How long after this did Christ ~ 
appear in the flesh ? . 

19. What did Abraham then do ? 

20-23. Who was Milcah? Who was Nahor? 
Were they mentioned before? Where had 
Abraham left them? How long since? 
What relation was Rebecca to them and to 
Abraham ? 
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Do you suppose God designed any thing 
more in this affair than to give a type 
of Christ 2 

What principles .in Abraham are chiefly ex- 
hibited 2 

Does God still tempt his people ? 

For what purpose? 

How should we act ? 

What may we learn from the conduct of 
Abraham ? 

What from Isaac’s conduct? ; 

What was the final result of Abraham’s faith ? 

What shall be the result of ours? 





LESSON XY. 


Genesis, chapter xxiii, verses 1-20; and chapter xxv, 
verses 7-11. 


Examrie L.—Tectual Queskions. 


Chap. xxiii, ver. 1. What was the age of Sarah 
at her death ? 

Ver. 2. Where did Sarah die? Is thi the same 
place as Hebron? In what land was He- 
bron? What did Abraham come te do for 
Sarah ? 

3. From before what did Abraham stand up? 

3. To whom did Abraham speak ? 

4, What did he say he was? What did he ask 
them to give him? What did he say he 
wanted with this burying place ?. 
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6. What did the children of Heth call Abra- 
ham? What did they say he was among 
them? Where did they tell him to bury 
his dead? . What did they say one of them 
would do 2? 

'7. What did Abraham do when he heard this 
answer ? 

8. What did he do with them? What did he 
first say? Whom did he request them to 
entreat ? ; 

9. For what should they entreat him? What 
was the name of the cave he wished ? 
Where was it? What did he say he would 
give for it? 

10. Of what nation was Ephron? In whose 
presence did Ephron answer Abraham? 

11. What did he call Abraham? What did he 
say he gave him? In whose presence did 
he give it? What did he bid him do? 

13. What does Abraham say he will give him 
for the field? What did he say if Ephron 
would do, he would bury his dead ? 

15. How much does Ephron say the land is 
worth? What did he say to Abraham 
about this money? What did he bid 
him do? 

16. How did Abraham find the amount of 
money? How much did he give? With 
whom was the money current? 

17. What was made sure with the field and 

‘ cave? (Repeat verses 17 and 18.) 

19. What did Abraham do when: he obtained 

the cave? 
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20. By whom was the field made sure to Abra- 
ham 2? 
Chap. xxv, verse 7. How long did Abraham 
live ? 
Verse 3. What is said of the age at which 
Abraham died? What was he? What 
was he full of? Unto whom was he ga- 
thered 2 
9, 10. Who buried Abraham? Where was he 
buried? Who was buried there beside 
Abraham ? 
11. What happened to Isaac after-Abraham’s 
death 2 


Exame.e [].—ZJntellectual Questions. 


Chap. xxiii, verse 2. Why is it said Abraham 
came to mourn 2 


It is probable that he was dwelling at Beer-sheba 
with his flocks, which was his principal home ; 
and Sarah was at Hebron. He therefore came 
to Hebron upon hearing of the death of Sarah. 


Ver. 3. What is meant by “stood up from be- 
fore his dead 2” 


Ass the custom of his time was, he had set on the 
ground in token of sorrow. (Read Isa. xlvii, 1, 
and Gen. xxxvii, 35.) 


4. Why did Abraham call himself “a stranger 
and a sojourner 2?” 


More in reference to the state of his mind under the 
loss he had sustained, than to his being person- 
ally a stranger and sojourner in the land. He . 
now felt keenly that every thing beneath the sun’ 
was passing away, and that he was seeking a city 
in the skies.. (See Heb..xi, 13-16.) 
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Why should we bury our dead out of our 
sight ? 


Because we can no longer benefit them, nor can we 
keep them with safety, owing to the tendeney to 
putrefy. 


Must our bodies soon go to the grave also? 
They must : no power on earth can prevent it. 


Should not this humble us? 


It should very much; and prevent our being vain 
of our accomplishments of mind or person. 


What becomes of the soul when the body is 

buried 2 

It ‘returns to God who gave it,” Eccles. xii, 7. . 

For what purpose does it return to God? 

To be judged according to its works. 

Which should we care the most for, our bo- 
dies or souls? 

Surely for our precious immortal souls. 


Is there any other mode used than burying 
the dead ? 


Some do burn them; though most bury: the cus- 
tom, probably, having obtained from the declara- 
‘tion in Gen. iii, 19, ** Dust thou art, and unto 
dust shalt thou return.” 


6. Why did they call Abraham a “ prince ?” 


Because he ‘“‘ was very rich in cattle, in silver, and 
in gold,” Gen. xiii, 2. 


‘But how did he speak of himself in verse 4? 


In a very humble manner, as a “stranger and so- 
journer.” 
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What is meant by sepulchre ? 
A grave. 


7. What may we learn from this act of Abra- 
ham? 

The same thing is mentioned in verse 12, and evi- 
dently proves the propriety of a courteous, proper, 
polite behaviour toward our fellow men. 

9. What is a cave? 
A natural cavern or hole in the earth. 


How does Ephron appear in this conversa- 
tion with Abraham 2? 


As a generous and noble-minded man; not dis. 
posed to drive a bargain in view of Abraham’s 
present want; nor even to talk of the matter of 
money to Abraham in mourning. 


How does Abraham appear ? 

Frank, in offering to pay ;—independent, as he would 
not take as a present that for which he was able 
to pay; and liberal, as he cavilled not at the fair 
price, but paid it down immediately. So should 
we be ‘‘at a word in buying and selling.” 

How much was a shekel ? 


About three shillings sterling. 


How much then did Abraham give for: the 
cave? 
About £60, or $266 40. 


20. What is meant by “ made sure?” 

‘The cave was confirmed to him according to the 
simple forms of law and usages of these days. 
Chap. xxv, verses 1-6. (Abraham married a 
second wife, named Keturabh, by whom he 
had many children. He gave these chil-. 
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dren liberal gifts, and sont them away 
from Isaac, to whom he gave his estate. 
This is the earliest authentic record of the 
practice of the “rights of primogeniture,” 
which give to the oldest son the estates 
and titles of the father.) 
Ver. 8. What is meant by “ gave up the ghost ?” 

Simply, expired. 

What is the meaning of “gathered to his 
people 2?” 

His spirit returned to heaven, to the society of the 


just. It does not appear that the text means 
buried with his kindred; for this is not the fact. 


Only Sarah was buried in the cave when Abra- . 


ham was buried. (See Dr. Clarke.) 
9, 10. Who buried Abraham 2? 


* Tsaac and Ishmael. 


Shall the bodies of men always remain in the 

grave ? 

The Scriptures in many places say they shall not. 
All shall come forth from the grave: the good 
shall rise to life; and only the bad be sent into 
everlasting banishment from God. How careful 


then ought we to be to live and die in peace with 
God! 


Exampre I1.—Bible Questions. 


Chap. xxiii, ver. 1. How old was Sarah at this 
period? How old was Isaac her son? 
How long was it since the creation ? 

Ver. 2. Where did Sarah die? Where is He- 
bron situated? What is stated in the last 
clause ? , 
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4, What did Abraham say to the sons of Heth? 

5, What did they reply? 

7. What does he do? 

8, 9. Of whom does he wish to buy a es 
place? 





Does it appear that burying was the earliest 
mode of disposing of the dead“ 

Is this the earliest account we have of bar- 
gain and sale? 


Chap. xxv, verses 7, 8. What is stated in these 
verses? -How old was Abraham at his 
death? How long after the creation? 
How long before the birth of Christ ? 

Ver. 9. Who buried him ? 

10. Where did they bury him ? 





LESSON XVI. 
Genesis, chapter xxviii, verses 1-5, 10-22. 
Examre I.—Teziual Questions. 


Ver. 1. Whom did Isaac cali? What did he 
-to him? What did he charge him ? 

2. To what country did Isaac direct Jacob to 
go? To whose house? From whose 
daughters was Jacob to take a wife?. What 

~ relation was Laban to Jacob’s mother ? 

3. What blessing did Isaac ask of God upon 
Jacob in this verse? (Repeat it.) 
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4. Whose blessing did he pray might be given 


to him? And to whom else? What was - 
this blessing? Unto whom had God given 
this land ? 


5. Whom did Isaac send away? Where did 


10. 


11. 


12. 


13. 


14. 


15. 


16. 
17. 


19 


18. 


e 


he go? To whom did he go? Of what 
nation was Bethuel ? 

From whence did Jacob go? Toward 
what place did he go? 

Where did Jacob light? How long did he 
tarry there? Why did he tarry all night? 
What did he take for his pillow? What 
did he lay down to do? | 

Of what did Jacob dream? On what was 
this ladder set? Unto what did its top 
reach? Who were going up and son 
upon this ladder ? 

Who stood above it?) Whose God did he 
say he was?’ What did he say he would 
give to Jacob? 

How numerous should his seed be? In 
what directions should they spread ? 
Where did he say he would keep him? 
Whither would he bring him again?’ How 
long did he promise to accompany him ? 
What did Jacob say when he awoke? 
How was he affected when he awoke? 
What did he say of the place? What did 
he say the place was? 

What did he do with the stone he had for 
a pillow? What did he pour upon it? 
What did he call the name of the place? 
What had it beer called formerly? — 


i * 
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20. What did Jacob vow? What did he say 
"if God would be? And do what for him ? 
And give him what ? 
21. So that he should do what? If all this 
were done, what then did Jacob declare ? 
¢ ; : 
Exampte [].—Intellectual Questions. 


P Ver. 1. Why did God charge Jacob not to take 
a wife of the daughters of Canaan? 
Because, as it is said in Deut. vii, 2-4, ‘For they 
will turn away thy sons from following me, that 
they may serve other gods.” 
Ought Christian men to be careful therefore 
whom they marry? 


Very careful indeed. Many a man has Miiered in 
his soul because of marrying an improper woman. 
‘The apostle says, ‘‘ Be not unequally yoked with 
unbelievers.” 


‘What did God design in raising up the family 
of Abraham, and keeping them so distinct 
from others ? 


Chiefly, that he might have a people devoted to his 
service, and to whom he might commit his ora. 
cles, as says the apostle. 


3. What is the meaning of “ Almighty ?” 


It is one of the names of God, as we learn from 
Exod. vi, 3, and expresses that he is all-powerful. 


4, What is meant by “ give thee the blessing 
- of Abraham ?” 


~ Confirm to thee all the promises God has made to 
Y Abraham ; particularly to make thee a great na- 
tion, ‘and give thee the land of Canaan. 
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9. What was it that induced Esau to take one 
of Ishmael’s daughters to wife ? 

Simply because it would grieve Isaac and Rebecca. 

He felt he had been badly treated by them, and 

he determined to wound their feelings in return. 

We should be careful to remember the apostle’s 

admonition, “‘ Ye fathers, provoke not your chil- 
dren to wrath.” 


11. Why did Jacob lay out in the air ? 


It is probable that he arrived at the city of Luz 
(verse 19) too late to find admission; the gates 
being usually shut at sundown. 

12. Was this a common dream that cometh 
through a multitude of business ? 

It was not: it was a heavenly vision. 


What does the “ladder” signify? 

Simply that there is a communication between earth 
and heaven. The angels ascending and descend- 
ing may indicate the care which angels have 
over those who are heirs of salvation. 


What is the essential principle of this com- 
munication between heaven and earth? 
The atonement of our Lord Jesus Christ. It is 
through this alone that any blessings come to us 
from God, or our prayers reach his gracious ear. 
13, 14, Were these promises ever made before ? 
They were made to Abraham, and now renewed to 
Jacob. / 
15, What may we learn from this constant 
superintending care of God over Jacob ? 


We may learn to make our prayers and supplica- 
tions to God with great confidence. 
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16. Does this verse give any intimation that 
Jacob understood his mission to be Divine? 
It does: as he was afraid, and declared that God 
was in the place ; and because i in the seventeenth 
verse he calls the place ‘‘ dreadful,—the house of 
God,—the gate of heaven !” 
18. What is meant by “ pillar?” 
A public monument to commemorate some special 
event. 
What did Jacob intend by “ pouring oil 
upon it?” 
He meant to consecrate it formally to God. 
19. What is the meaning of the word “ Bethel ?” 
The house of God: and Jacob considered this place 


as the house of God, as Gog had prea himself 


to him there. 


20. What were the conditions of this aa 


On the part of the Lord, he was to be with him,— 
keep him,—give him food and raiment,—and 
bring him again to his father’s house in peace. 
And on the part of Jacob, he would acknowledge 
the Lord to be his God, and to him he would con- 
secrate the tenth of his substance. 

Does this promise of tithes to God teach us 

a moral lesson ? “ 

It teaches us to ap liberally of our pabeare for 

the cause of God. 


Examp re III.—Bible Questions. 


Ver. 1. What did Isaac do and say to J acob ? 

2. Whither did he direct him to go? 

3, 4. What benediction-does he then pronounce 
upon him? To what does he specially 


K 
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allude in the fourth verse? Is it probable 
from this that Isaac now began to under- 
stand that it was through Jacob that the 
Messiah was to come? 

5. What is stated in the fifth verse ? 

10. Toward what place did Jacob travel? What 
direction was this from Canaan ? 

11. Where did eg night on his way? 
Why did he lodge in the open air? What 

had he for his pillow? 

12. What remarkable circumstance happened 

that night? What do you suppose this 
_ “ladder” represented ? 

13, 14. Who stood above it? What did he 

_- promise Jacob ? 

15. What farther does he promise in the fifteenth 

. verse ? 

16. When Jacob awaked what did he say? Is 
not the Lord in every place?» What then 
did Jacob mean? 

‘17. What effect had this scene upon Jacob? 
Why do you suppose he was afraid? What 
did he say about that place? How do you 
understand this expression ? 

18. What did Jacob in the morning when he 
rose? Why did he set up the stone for a 
pillar? Why did he pour oil on it? 

‘19. What name did he give this place? What 
does Bethel signify? Why did he give it 
this name? What had been its name pre- 
viously 2 

20-22. What vow did Jacob then make ? 
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What do you ee ieeanens by « the Lord being 
his Gop?” 

What then was Jacob’s present condition in 
regard to the service of God ? 

What token of his vow did he set up? 

What portion of the substance he might bring — 
on his return did he promise to the Lord? 

Have we any proof of Jacob’s piety in this 
chapter ? 

Is there any evidence that he was not yet 
pious ? 

Are good dreams to be considered proofs of 
piety ? o 
What are the sure evidences of piety? i: ' 
What may we learn from this? == 
Jacob had a manifestation of the Divine pre- 
sence :—does God ever manifest his pre- 

sence now? In what way? 

What effect has it upon the wicked ? 

And what upon the righteous ? 

Is it not a very desirable privilege? 

How should we prepare our hearts to re- 
ceive it? 

Do you know any other cases in which God 
has manifested himself to ungodly per- 
sons ? 

What object, in such cases, has he generally 
in view ? .. 

When God manifests his providence: and 
grace toward us in a striking manner, 

what should we do? Ver. 21, 22. 
What: may we learn from God’s care and 
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Naa of Jacob, notwithstanding his 

ins? Matt. v, 45. 

- The Lord manifested himself to Jacob when 
on a journey :—what may we learn from 
this 2 

Jacob had only the heavens for a ielict, and. 
a stone for a pillow :—was his situation 

unhappy? And why? 

' What may we learn from this incident? 

& he 


OY 


* 
ad 





LESSON XVII. 
Genesis, chapter xxxv, verses 1-14, 19-21, 27-99, 
Exampte I.—Teztual Questions. 


Ver. 1. Unto what place was Jacob commanded 
to go? What was he to do there? Unto 
what God was he to make an altar? 
Where had God appeared unto him ? 

2. To whom did Jacob speak? What did he 
tell them to put away? What were they 
tobe? What were they to change? 

4. What did they give to Jacob? What did 
he do with them? Where did he hide 
them ? 

5. What did they do there? What rested upon 
the cities? Who pursued after the sons 
of Jacob ? 

6. ‘Unto what place did Jacob come? Who 
accompanied him to Luz or Bethel ? 

7. What did he build there? What did he call 
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- the place? Why did he call, i El- 
bethel? - 

8. Who died here? What was the oak called 
under which she was buried ? 

9. Who appeared unto Jacob again? Where 
did God appear unto him? What did he 
do to him? 

10. What new name did God give Jacob? 

11. Who did God declare himseif to be?. 
What did he say should be of Jacob? 
What should come out of his loins? 

12. What land did he say he would give him? 
To whom else beside Jacob did he say he 
would give the land ? 

14. What did Jacob set up in the place in 
which God talked with him? A pillar of 
what? What did he pour upon this stone ? 
What else did he pour upon this stone ? 

19. Where did Rachel die? Where was she 
buried ? 

20. How did Jacob mark her grave? 

21. What did Israel do? Where did he spread 
his tent as he journeyed ? 

27. To whom did Jacob come? Where did 
he find him? Who had sojourned there ? 

28. How long did Isaac live? 

29. Unto whom was Isaac gathered when he 
died? What was he full of? Who buried 
him ? 


Exampte IJ.—Intellectual Questions. 


Ver. 1. Why should Jacob go to Bethel rather 
than to any other place? 
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It seems that God was pleased to manifest himself” 
3 to the patriarchs particularly at that place. 
2. Is it probable that Jacob was an idolater ? 

It is not. It is probable his servants, being Syrians, 
were idolaters; but now Jacob was disposed to 
purge his whole family from this sin. 

4, What do you suppose these gods to have 
been ? 

Small images ; among which were “earrings.” 

5. What is the meaning of “ the terror of the 
Lord was upon the cities ?” 

God caused a supernatural awe to rest upon the: 
cities through which Jacob and his household 
passed ; and thus they passed unmolested. 

7. What is the meaning of “ El-bethel ?” 

The house of the strong God. 


When and how had God appeared to him 
there ? 

As he was on his way to Padan-aram he lodged 
there, and saw the vision of the ladder, and the 
angels of God ascending and descending upon it. 


8. When did Deborah go to live with Rebekah? 


From Gen. xxiv, 29, we learn that she accompanied 
her when she left home to become the wife of 
Isaac. 


What is the meaning of “ AJlon-bachuth ?” 


The oak of weeping; as it is probable Deborah’s: 
death caused much grief in the family, Hence: 
the name of the oak under which she was buried.. 

10. On what occasion and why was Jacob’s 

’ name changed to Israel ? 


As he was returning home from Haran with his 
be 
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wives, Rachel and Leah, and his family and 
flocks, the angel of the Lord encountered him, 
and he wrestled with him until daybreak, and pre- 
vailed :—hence his name was changed from Jacob 
to Israel; which signifies a prince having power 
to prevail with God. See Gen. xxxii, 24-30. 


Are true Christians therefore called Israel- 
ites ? : 
They are so called, because they wrestle with God 
in prayer until they prevail. 
_13. Do you suppose Ged really appeared to 
Jacob 2? 


It seems that he did. It was no vision ;' but Jacob 
saw him, and heard him speak. This was, in all 
probability, the future Saviour of the world. 

14. Why did Jacob set up this pillar? 

To commemorate this gracious visitation of God. 
He poured a “drink offering” and “ oil” upon it, 
as a testimony of his gratitude to God for this 
great condescension. There is a beautiful instance 
of this in 1 Sam. vii, 12. (Repeat it.) 

20. What do you understand by the « pillar” 
upon Rachel’s grave? 

What we would now call a tomb stone. 


Does Jacob mention Rachel’s death after: 
this ? 
He mentions it in Gen. xlviii, 7. He seems to have. 
had a very great love for Rachel, and veneration 
for her name. 


What good effect may result from our con- 
sidering the subject of death frequently ? 


It will teach us how frail we are: it will humble us, 
and wean us from the world, and turn our atten- 
tion to the things of eternity. We must all die. 

i 
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Examp.e III.—Bible Questions. 


Ver. 1. For what purpose does God appear to 
Jacob in this place? What does he say? 
By what circumstances had Bethel been 
distinguished ?. What vow did Jacob there 
make? | 

2, 3. What effect does this event seem to have 
had on Jacob’s mind? What said he to 
his household in verse 22 Had then Ja- 
cob’s family fallen into idolatry? What 
gods had they probably:worshipped? Why 
were they commanded to change their gar- 
ments? What farther said he in verse 3? 

4. What then did his household? By whom 
were these earrings worn? Whence is it 
probable they had been procured? Why 
were they forbidden to wear them? Deut. 
vii, 25. What disposition did Jacob make 
of them, and for what purpose ? 

5. What then did they? Why did the people 
suffer them to pass through their territo- 
ries unmolested? : 

6,'7. Whither did Jacob come? What did he 
there? By what name did he distinguish 
that altar, and what does the name signify? 

8. What remarkable circumstance happened 
here? Whence did Deborah come? Where 
was she buried? What name was given to 
the spot, and what does it mean? Whence 
comes it that Rebekah’s death is unno- 
ticed, while so inconsiderable a person as 
her nurse is particularly mentioned 2 


TEACHERS’ THIRD BOOK. 123 


9-12. What is stated in verse 92 How does 
God confirm the alteration of his name? 
What blessing does he pronounce upon 
him? ‘In what way was the last clause 
of verse 11 fulfilled? What land is in- 
tended in verse 12? What promise does 
he renew respecting it, and to whom had 
it been previously made ? 

13. What is stated in verse 13? What is 
meant by “ God went up from him?” 

14. What then did Jacob? Why did he this? 
Why did he pour a drink offering and oil 
thereon ? 

~ 16-20. Whither did they go on leaving Bethel? 
How far and in what direction does it lie 
from Bethel? Who was born in Ephrath ? 
And who died here? How did Jacob 
commemorate her death? Is the practice 
then of erecting monuments so ancient? 
* What was this place called in Micah v, 22 
Why is Ephrath or Ephrata here added to 
Bethlehem? By what remarkable events 
was this place afterward distinguished ? 
1 Sam. xvii, 58; Matt.-ii, 1-6. 

21. Whither did Jacob then journey and pitch 
his tents? What sort of edifice was this 
tower, and for what purpose was it built 
and used? Micah iv, 8. What remark- 
able circumstance is supposed to have oc- 
curred subsequently at or near this place? 
Luke ii, 8-14. \ 

27. What is recorded of Jacob in this verse? 
Where was. Isaac residing? Where had 
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Jacob left him when he went to Padan- 
aram ¢ 

28, 29. What circumstances are here recorded ? 
At what age didIsaac die? In what year 
of the world, and how long before the 
birth of Christ was it? Is it recorded here 
in chronological order, and why? For 
what reason is it recorded in this place? 
By whom was he buried ? 





What important vow does Jacob seem to have 
forgotten or neglected ? q 

What probably had a tendency to bring it to 
his recollection ? 

What is said of the influence of temporal ca- 
lamities in Hosea vy, 14, 152 

What may we learn from the command of 
Jacob to his household to change their 
garments, as to the duty of cleanliness ? 

What may we learn from verse 2 as to the 
duties of heads of families?’ See chapter 
Xvili, verse 19. 

What encouragement may Christians derive 
in the performance of difficult or perilous 
duties from the fact stated in verse 5? 

What may we learn from the respectful men- 
tion of the death of Rebekah’s' nurse, while 
her mistress is overlooked ? 

What is the last we hear of Rebekah 2 

’ What may we learn from verses 17-19 as to 
the immoderate desire of earthly blessings? 
See chap. xxx, verse 1. 
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By comparing verse 22 with chapter xlix, 
verse 4, what may we learn as to the con- 
sequences of sin? 

What particular blessings did Reuben forfeit 
by his transgression ? 


SSS 


LESSON XVIII. 


Genesis, chapter xxxvii, verses 1-17. 


Exampre [.—Tertual Questions. 


Ver. 1. In what land did Jacob dwell? What 
was his father in that land? 

2. How old was Joseph at this time? What 
was he doing? With whose sons was he? 
Who were these women? What did he 
bring to his father ? 

3. Which of his children did Israel love most ? 
Why? What did he make for him? How 
did they feel toward him for this? What 
could they not do to him? 

4. What did Joseph’s brethren see ? 

5. What did Joseph tell to his brethren? How 
did this affect them ? 

7. What did Joseph say they were doing in the 
field? What did his sheafdo? What did 
his brethren’s sheaves do ? 

8. What did his brethren answer? What did 

»- they do yet the more for his dreams and 
words? 
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9. Did he dream yet another dream? To 
whom did he tell it? What was it? 

10. Unto whom did he tell it? What did his 
father say to him when he told him this 
second dream? What did he ask him 
about himself, and mother, and brethren ? 

11. What did his brethren do then? What 
did his father ? 

12. Whither did his brethren go to feed their 
father’s flock ? 

13. To whom did Israel speak? What did he 
ask him? What did he propose to him? 
What did Joseph answer ? 


14. What did he tell him to go to see?’ From — 


whence did he send him? To what place 
did he come? ~ . 
15. What was he doing when a certain man 
found him? What did the man ask him? 
17. Whither did the man say they had gone? 
Did Joseph follow them? Did he find 
them ? 


» Exampre [J.—Jntellectual Questions. 


Ver. 1. Why were Abraham and Isaac called 
“strangers” in the land of Canaan? 
Because they had no permanent possessions there ; 


. but it was promised to them that their seed should 
Possess it. Hence it is called the promised land. 


When did their seed obtain the promised 
land ? 


About four hundred and fifty years after, under the 
conduct of Joshua. 
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2. What is meant by “ generations of Jacob” 
here? 
The lives and actions of himself and sons. 


How many sons had Jacob ? A 

Twelve; and they are called “‘ patriarchs” in Acts 
vii, 8 

What then is a patriarch ? 

A person, in ancient times, that was the head of a 
family, and governed the family, because he was 


their head by nature. This is the earliest mode 
of government. 


What is meant by Joseph’s bringing “ unto 
his father their evil report ?” 
He told his father of some bad conduct of his 
brethren, 
Was this right in Joseph 2 
This would depend upon his design. If he did it 
with a good intention, that his father might know 
and correct their wickedness, it was right: but if 
he did it as a tale bearer, he did wrong. 
Is this last design the most common in very 
young persons ? 
{It is to be feared it is. ‘They tell of the faults of 


others to gratify a wicked purpose. This is 
wrong. 


3. Was it right for Jacob to love Joseph more 
than his other sons ? 


Parents should not be partial in their affection for 
their children. Yet there may be so much.obe- 
dience and filial affection in one child, and so 
much disobedience and want of love to parents in 

* another, as to make it reasonable for a parent hs 
feel more tenderly for the one than for the other 
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‘And nature has said that the child of our old age 
has our peculiar affections. 


* But should not a parent conceal the partial- 
ity founded on these considerations 2 


Perhaps he should: but he may'signify prudently 
his preference of the conduct of a good child, 
without making a distinction as to the treatment 
of their persons, as Jacob did. 


4. Did Jacob’s love to Joseph offend his bre- 
thren ? 


It did: because they saw their father partial beyond 
expressing his displeasure at their conduct: he 
foolishly decked Joseph with finery. 


Was it right for them to be thus offended? 


Not offended as they were: but they had occasion 
to be grieved at their father’s partiality: but they 
should not have been envious of Joseph, and 
cruel toward him. We should love our enemies, 
how much more our friends. 


6. Do you suppose this was a common dream, 
which comes, as the Scriptures say, through 
the multitude of business ? 


I should suppose it was not ; as Joseph seemed so 
anxious to tell his brethren of it, and God le 
it in a remarkable manner. 


Did God formerly make known his will to 
people by dreams ? 


He did ; and may now on some occasions. Yet it 
is not safe to trust to dreams. There is some 
difficulty in determining precisely when a dream 

|, was of God anciently. Probably there was some 

peculiar, supernatural impressions attending it, 
amounting almost to a vision. This is not the? 
ease generally now. 


te 
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How do we seek to know the will of God 

now? 

By reading his word, and applying our reason to 
understand it; at the same time comparing scrip- 
ture with scripture, with diligence and much 
prayer. 

7. What is meant by sheaves ? 

Bundles of wheat or corn cut down with a sickle, 
and bound up. 

What is meant by “ made obeisance?” 

Bowed in token of reverence. 

8. In what sense did his brethren understand 
his dream ? 

They understood that he should reign over them. 


9. What was the meaning of this second dream ? 


From the tenth verse we learn that his father un- 
derstood that it intimated that he and the whole 
family should become obedient to Joseph. 

How were his brethren affected by these 

dreams ? 

Their envy and malice seem to have been very much 
increased. They felt insulted. They did not 
see the hand of God in all this matter. =~ 

_ What does the Apostle James say of envy? 

In chap. iii, 16, he says, ‘‘ Where envy and strife 
are, there is every evil work.” And so it proved 
in the case of Joseph. His brethren finally sold 
him into Egypt. 

_ 12. We learn from the lesson that Jacob’s 
sons fed their flocks in different places :— 
why so? 

Because, according to the custom of the country, 
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when one pasture ground was eaten out, they 
removed to find fresh pasture. Such were the 
early habits of pastoral life. 
14. How does this part of Jacob’s conduct 
impress you in regard to him? 
It shows him to have been an amiable, excellent 


old man; caring tenderly for his children, and for 
their concerns. 


Exampre Ifi.—Bible Questions. 


Ver. 1. What is related in the first verse? 

2. What history is commenced in this verse? 
For ‘what purpose does this history appear 
to have been so minutely given? How 
old was Joseph at this time? How old 

_was Jacob? At what period of the world 

was it? How was Joseph occupied? 

With which of his brethren was he? What 

‘does he bring to his father ? 

3. How was Joseph regarded by his father ? 
Why did he love him best? How did Ja- 
cob evince his preference? What do you 
understand by this coat of many colours ? 

- 4. What effect had this upon his brethren ? 
How did they treat him ? 

5-8. What happened to Joseph? What did 
he dream? What interpretation of it do 
the brothers seem to have given? How 
did it affect them ? 

9. What other dream had he? How do you 
understand the phrase, ‘ the eleven stars?” 

10. To whom did he tell his dream? What 
said his father to it? 
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11. How did his brethren still feel? How 


does it seem to have affected his father ? 
Why did Joseph relate these dreams that 
were so strongly calculated to offend his 
brothers? How did they receive their 
fulfilment? For what purpose do they 
seem to have been given ? 


12. What is stated in this verse? Why: were 


they in Shechem? Chap. xxxui, verse 19. 
In which direction and how far is Shechem 
supposed to have been from Hebron, where 
Jacob now was? 


13,.14. What did his father bid Joseph do? 


What probably caused his anxiety about 
them? Chap. xxxiv, verse 30. 


15. What is stated in this verse?) What is 


16. 


meant by wandering? Chap. xxi, ver. 14. 
What did Joseph say to the man’s inquiry ? 


17. What did the man reply? Where was: 


Dothan situated, and how far is it from 
Shechem? What then did Joseph? Why 
did he trust himself in the field with them 
unprotected ? 


What was the character of Joseph as exhi- 
bited in this chapter ? 

Why did he inform his father of his brothers’ 
evil conduct, and incur thereby their hatred 

_ as an informer ? 


__ Is it the duty of those who know of any crime 


being committed, to give information of it 
to those who are in authority ; and why? 
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What were the causes of his brethren’s 
hatred ? 

Is it right in parents to evince a partiality for 
any child in preference to the rest? 

What consequences are likely to grow out 
of it 2 

Was it wise in Jacob to set so conspicuous 
a mark of his partiality upon him, as a 
superior and splendid coat ? 

What considerations ought to have palliated 
their father’s preference in the estimation 
of his sons ? 


What is the character of those persons who. 


envy others their fine clothes, superior 
equipage, and the like ? 

When individuals are beloved for their piety, 
what effect is it apt to have on evil-minded 
persons ? 

What opinion does an innocent mind lead 
us to entertain of others? Verses 6, 9, 
14-17. 

How did Joseph regard his unnatural and 
wicked brothers? Verse 16. 





LESSON XIX. 
Genesis, chapter xxxvii, verses 18-36. 
ExampLe I.—Tertual Questions. 


Ver. 18. How did Joseph’s brethren see him ? 


What did they do when they saw hina 
coming at a distance ? 





19. 
20. 


21. 


22. 


23. 
24. 


25. 


26. 


27. 


28. 
29. 
30. 
31. 


“= 
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What did they call Joseph? 

What did they propose to do with him? 
Where did they say they would cast him? 
What did they agree to say had become 
of him? What did they say they would 
see ? 

Who heard what they said? What did 
he do? What did he say? What did 
Reuben propose ? 

What did Reuben say? Where did he say 
cast him? Why did he want them. to 
throw him into the pit?’ To whom did he 
wish to deliver him again 2 

What did they take from Joseph? What 
kind of coat was this? 

Whai did they then do? Where did they 
cast him? How was the pit? 

What did they sit down to do? What 
did they see coming? What were these 
Ishmaelites carrying on their camels? 
Whither were they going ? 

Who spake to his brethren? What did he 
ask them? 

To whom did Judah propose to sell Joseph? 
Why did he say their hand should not be 
upon him? Did his brethren agree? 
For how much did they sell Joseph? 
Whither did the merchants carry him ? 
To what place did Reuben return? Did 
he find Joseph? What did he then do? 
To whom did Reuben return? What did 
he say to his brethren ? 

What did they do with J oseph’s coat ? 
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, What did they kill? What did they put in 
this blood 2 

32. ‘To whom did they send it? How did they 
say they had got it? What did they say 
their father knew? 

33. What did Jacob say of this com ? What 
did he say had become of Joseph? What 
did he say was without doubt ? 

34. What did Jacob do, when he supposed 
Joseph to be dead? What did he put 
upon his loms? How long did he mourn 
for his son? 

35. Who rose up? What did they rise up to 
do? Did he accept their consolations ? 
What did Jacob answer them ? 

36. To whom did the Midianites sell Joseph ? 


Exampre Il.—Intellectual Questions. 


Ver. 18. What is the meaning of conspired? 
Agreed together. 
Why did they conspire against him ? 
Because they envied him. 
Why did they call him a dreamer ? 
Because of the dreams he had, as related in the last 
lesson. 
20. In what light does this verse show Joseph’s 
brethren ? 


As very ferocious, and cruel, as well as envious. 
They were exceedingly savage and brutish in all 
this matter. 


Is this the natural tendency of the human 
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heart, unrestrained, and unenlightened by 
grace? 
it is, as the history of the world proves. 


21, 22. How does Reuben’s character appear ? 
In this transaction it appears very amiable, com- 
pared with the conduct of his brethren. He 
proposes to himself to restore Joseph to his father 
again. 
23, 24. What do you infer from the consent of 
the brethren to Reuben’s proposition ? 
‘That they did not absolutely delight in blood, so as 
to shed it for the love of shedding. They were 
more envious than cruel. And, as they supposed 


he would die in the pit, this would answer their 
purpose, as it would put him out of their way. 


25. Of what nation were these merchants? 


They seem to have been a mixture of the descend- 
ants of Ishmael and Midianites. They were a 
travelling caravan. ‘ 


What do you infer from their trading to 


Egypt? 

That Egypt was more cultivated, improved, and 
luxurious, than the countries of Canaan. - Hence 
they wanted the spices of Arabia; particularly as 
they were in the habit of embalming their dead 
with spices, balm, and myrrh. 


26, 27. What passion does Judah evince by 
this proposition ? 

Avarice, chiefly. But it may be that he had some 
misgivings of heart at the idea of shedding a 
brother’s blood. 

But what do you infer from the expression, 

‘s his brethren were content ?” — 
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That they too were avaricious. 


28. How much do you understand “ twenty 
pieces of silver to be ?” . 

If these pieces of silver were shekels, they made 
about three pounds sterling, or $13 32. So that 
each brother, as there were but ten present, 
(Reuben not being there) got six shillings, or 
$1 33, for his part in this murderous business ! 

29. What is the meaning of “ rent his clothes ?” 

He tore them in pieces to signify his grief at the 
loss of his brother. 

30. What is the meaning of “ the child is not?” 


He could not be found—he was not where Reuben 
left him. At this he seems to have been deeply 
distressed, as the words, ‘‘ and I, whither shall I 
go,” indicate. 


34, What is a kid? 
A young goat. 
Why did they dip the coat in the kid’s blood? 
In order to deceive their father, and make him 
believe some wild beast had slain Joseph. 
32. Does not deception generally lead to lying ? 
Almost necessarily so. So that we may say, one 
wicked act generally creates a necessity for com- 
mitting another. 
Was there not great cruelty in deceiving 
their father in this manner 1 
It was peculiarly cruel: for it made the father feel 
all the pain which the death of Joseph could 
cause, when he was not dead. 
‘How does the Lord, in the fifth cammand- 
~ ment, teach us to treat our parents ? 
He teaches us to ‘‘honour” them; and Paul says 
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this is “‘the first commandment with promise.” 
This whole subject is beautifully illustrated in the 
first volume of our Sunday School and Youth’s 
Library, which every one ought carefully to read. 
33. Why did Jacob suppose some wild beast 
had devoured Joseph ? 
Because he saw his coat torn and bloody. It wasa 
natural conclusion. 
What is meant by ‘ devoured?” 
Torn in pieces. 
34. What was “sackcloth?” ~ 
A very coarse kind of cloth which persons put next 
their skins to indicate deep sorrow. 


35. Had Jacob more than one daughter ? 


We know of but one, Dinah. His son’s wives may 
be meant. 

Did Jacob grieve immoderately ? 

I should think he did. _He ought to have been 
more resigned to the will of God. 

Had Jacob set his: heart too much on Joseph? 


He certainly had. He had not heeded the advice 
of the apostle, Col. iii, 2, “Set your affection 
on things above, not on things on the earth.” 


36. Were many of the Egyptian kings called 

Pharaoh 2 

It was a common name for them. 

Is there any mention of Joseph’s euet at 
being sold into Egypt? 

‘There is, in Gen. xlii, 21. 

What design had God in camming Joseph 
to be sold into Egypt? 
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To provide for the preservation of the posterity of 
Abraham, until the time came for them to possess 
the land of Canaan. 


Examp te [1].— Bible Questions. 


Ver. 18. Was his confidence well placed? 
What did they when they saw him? 

19. What did they say to each other? In 
what spirit were these words spoken? 

20. What was their purpose concerning him ? 
How did they intend to account for his 
disappearance? Who was probably the 
author of this infamous plot? Chap.:xlii, 
verse 24. Does this accord with any of 
his past conduct ? 

21. Who effected his deliverance? How did 
he accomplish it? What did he intend 
by getting him put in the pit? 

23, 24. When Joseph arrived what cid they to 
him? 

25. What then did they? What do you un- 
derstand by this? 1 Cor. x, ‘7. Why did 
these wretched brothers indulge in mirth 
and festivity at this juncture? What then 
happened? From whom were these 
Ishmaelites descended? Whence were 
they coming? Where is Gilead, and for 
what is it celebrated? What were they 
trading in? What beasts of burden did 
they employ, and what peculiar properties 
fitted them especially for that service ? 
What are balm and myrrh? To what 
country were they carrying them ? 


°: 
TEACHERS’ THIRD BOOK. 139 


26,27. What did Judah now propose? What 
motives seem to have influenced him? 
From whom may we believe this suggestion 
really came, and for what purpose? How 
did the rest receive the proposal ? 

28. Who passed by at this crisis, and how is | 
this reconciled with verse 252 Whose 
descendants were they? Chapter xxv, 
verse 2. What then did they to Joseph? 
For what did they sell him? What is 
probably meant by pieces of silver, and 
how much is this in federal currency? 
Whither did they carry him ? 

29. What is related of Reuben in this verse ? 
30. How did it affect him? How does he 
express his disappointment and grief? 
31-33. What stratagem do they contrive to 
conceal their evil deed from their father ? 
What said Jacob when he saw the coat? 

34. How does Jacob express the grief he felt 
for the supposed death of his son? What 
is sackcloth ? 

35. Who attempted to comfort him? What 
are we to think of their condolence who 
had been the authors of his affliction? 
How does he receive their proffers ? 

36. Meanwhile what became of Joseph? Who 
was Pharaoh? and how comes it that we 
read of so many Pharaohs in Egypt? 
See Gen. xii; Exod. ii; 1 Kings iii, 1, &c. 
What station did Potiphar hold, to whom 
Joseph was sold ? 
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Why do wicked men frequently indulge in out- 
ward mirth and revelry (verse 25) in the 
midst of their crimes ? 

What often deters men from sin, or induces them 
to moderate their crimes? Verses 26, 27. 
In what way were the intimations in Joseph’s 

dreams realized ? 

Did his brethren intend to aid in bringing about 
their accomplishment ? 

What may we learn from this as to the agency 
of the wicked in accomplishing the Divine 
purposes ? 

Are we to look upon their actions as predes- 
tinated by God, and done under his influence; 
or are they the natural and voluntary results 
of their own free will, which are overruled by 
God for his own purposes ? 

Does God foretell future events always because 
he predestinates them; or because he merely 
foreknows them ? 

Did the brothers tell a falsehood in verse 32, 
and in what manner ? 

What then is a falsehood ? 

What may we learn from verses 34, 35, on 
grieving for the loss of pious friends ? 





; LESSON XxX. 
Genesis, chapter xl, verses 1-23. 
Examrve I.— Textual Questions. 


Ver. 1. From the twentieth verse of the thirty- 
ninth chapter, we learn Joseph was cast 
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into prison, at the instance of the queen of 
Egypt. After this happened, who offended 
their lord the king ? 

2. Who was wroth? Against whom was he 
wroth? Who were these two officers ? 

3. Where did he put them? In whose house 
did he put them in ward? Who was bound 
in the same prison ? 

4. Whom did the captain of the guard charge 
with the prisoners? What did Joseph do 
to them? How long did they continue in 
ward ? 

5. What did they do in one night? 

6. Who visited them in the morning? In what 
spirit did he find them ? 

7. Whom did he ask a question? What did he 
ask them ? 

8. What answer did they make? What did 
Joseph say about interpretation of dreams? 
What did he bid them tell him 2 

9, 10, 11. Can you repeat the butler’s dream ? 
(Repeat the verses.) 

9. What did he say was before him? 

10. How many branches had it? What shot 
forth? What did the clusters bring forth ? 

11. What was in his hand? What did he press 
into the cup? What did he do with the 
cup? 

12, 13, 14, 15. Can you repeat the interpreta- 
tion? (Repeat the verses.) 

12. What did Joseph say were fepresenied by 
the three branches ? 

13. What did he say Pharaoh should do for 
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14. 


"hide 


16. 


17. 


18. 


19. 


20. 


21. 


22. 
23. 
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him within three days? What should he 
do for Pharaoh.as formerly ? 

What did Joseph ask ihe butler to do for 
him? What did he ask him to show him? 
And mention him to whom ? 

From what land did Joseph say he was 
stolen? What had he done to be put in 
prison? Ought he to have been put into 
the dungeon? 

What did the chief baker see? Towhom 
did he speak? What did he tell him 2 
What had he on his head ? 

What were in the uppermost baskets ? Hoy 
whom were these meats? What did the 
birds do? 

What did Joseph say the three baskets 
were ? 

What did he say Pharaoh would lift up from 
him within three days? Where should he 
hang him? What should the birds do? 
What was the third day after this? What 
did Pharaoh make on this day? What did 
he lift up among his servants ? 

To what did he restore the chief butler ? 
What did he give again into Pharaoh’s 
hand? 

But what did he do with the chief baker? 
Did the chief butler remember Joseph’s 
request ? 


Exampce I1.—Jntellectual Questions. 


Ver. 1. “ After these things,”—what things are 


meant ? 
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His being cast into prison, as we read in Genesis 
xxxix, 20. 


Is this imprisonment referred to in any other 
part of the Bible ? 


In Psalm cv, 17, 18, where it is said, “‘he sent a 
man before them, even Joseph, who was sold for 
a servant; whose feet they hurt with fetters: he 
was laid in iron,” &c. (Read aloud to ver, 22.) 
What was the business of a butler? 


To bear the cup of wine, and present it to the king. 


What was the business of a baker ? 
He was cook; and prepared the king’s meals. 


2. What is meant by “ wroth ?” 
Very angry. 
4, What is meant by charging Joseph with the 
prisoners ? 
They were committed to his care. 


5. Were these common dreams, such as come 
through the multitude of business ? 
They were not: they were Divine, or prophetic; they 
had an ‘‘ interpretation,” z.e. a special meaning. 
6. What is the meaning of “ sad? 2?) ipa 
Cast down in mind. gee 


7. Does the question in this verse indicate 
something amiable in Joseph’s character ? 


It indicates.that he took an interest in the sorrows 
of his fellow prisoners, and this shows great good- 
ness of heart. 


8. What is meant by “there is no imterpretation 
of it ?” 
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Either they could not find a regular interpreter of 
dreams ; or the interpretations were not satisfac- 
tory. 

What is meant by the question, “ Do not 

interpretations belong to God 2” 

It means, God alone can tell what is to come to 
pass, as he alone can see into futurity. Yet he 
may show his servants what is to come to pass, as 
he did Joseph in this case. 

Did Joseph interpret the butler’s dream ? 

He did; and in such a manner as showed clearly 
that he had the wisdom from God. 

Did Joseph give the glory of this wisdom to 

God? 

According to the eighth verse he did. So should we 

give the credit of every good gift to him. 


11. What would you infer from the butler’s— 
pressing the juice from the grapes into 
the cup with his hand, and immediately 
giving it to the king? 

That anciently wine was simply the juice of the’ 
grape pressed out when it was to be drank. It 
was not allowed to ferment at first, as it is now. 

14. Was it best for Joseph to ask the butler to 
speak to Pharaoh for him ? 

Yes: it is always allowed us to use all proper means 
to be in comfortable circumstances, 

15. Was it right for Joseph to mention his for- 
tune and his innocence ? 


Yes: it is our duty to use all proper means to pre- 
serve a good name. 


Does not Joseph show great goodness of 
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heart in not mentioning his brethren by 
whom he was sold ? 


He does: we cannot but admire and love him for 
this. We should never speak of those who injure 


us, except when compelled by a sense. of duty to 
ourselves, or to do them good. 
16-19. Did Joseph interpret the baker’s dream? 
He did, and truly, as the event proved. (See verses 
20, 21, 22.) ; 
23. Was the butler ungrateful toward Joseph ? 


He was: but this is the common lot of the good. 
They are forgotten here, but God will remember 
their works of faith and labours of love. 


Exame e JII.—Bible Questions. 


Ver. 1-3. Who afterward were Joseph’s fellow 
prisoners? What was the business of the 
chief butler? And what that of his com- 
panion? Why were they imprisoned ? 

4. Into whose care were they committed? 
What was the duration of their imprison- 
ment? 

5. What occurred with each of them? Why is 
the phrase “‘according to the interpreta- 
tion” inserted ? 

6, 7. How were they affected by their dreams ? 
What does he inquire of them? 

8. What did they reply? To whom did Joseph 
ascribe the interpretation of dreams? 
9-11. What was the chief butler’s dream? 

What was intended by the rapidity of the 
progress from a fruitless vine to wine ready 
for use ? 
10° 
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12, 13. How did Joseph interpret the dream? 

14. What request does he then make of the 
butler ? 

15. How does he assert his innocence? By 
whom was he stolen away? 

16, 17. What effect had this favourable inter- 
pretation on the mind of the chief baker? 
What was his dream ? 

18, 19. What interpretation did Joseph give 
of this dream? 

20. What took place on the third day? Why 
did he make a feast on that day? What 
is meant by lifting up the heads of the 
imprisoned servants ? 

21, 22. In what manner was Joseph’s interpre- 
tation of their dreams verified? What was 
the usual mode of inflicting capital punish- 
ment at that time? 

23. What ungrateful conduct of the butler is 
here recorded? How long did he forget 
Joseph? Chap. xli, verse 1. 





We find Joseph, with two of Pharaoh’s 
servants, one innocent, the other guilty, in . 
the same prison together :—what may we 
learn from this as to human judgments 2 

What should rulers and judges learn from 
this ? 

What was it that inspired the jailer with such 
confidence in Joseph, (verse 4,) and what 
should this teach us as to the effects of 
piety ? 
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What may we learn from Joseph’s kind soli- 
citude about the apparent “sadness” of 
Pharaoh’s servants, as to our duty to our ' 
neighbours? See Rom. xii, 15; Eph. iv, 
32; Job xxix, 16. 

What doctrine is taught in Joseph’s question 
in verse 8? 

What should we learn from this ? 

If Joseph could foretell the fate of others, 
why could he not foresee his own ? 

What does he mean by saying “ the branches,” 
and afterward ‘the baskets, (verse 18,) ARE 
three days.” See also Rev. i, 20, and 
Xvil, 9, 10. 

Does this illustrate our Saviour’s use of the 
same form of speech in Matt. xxvi, 26-28, — 
and Luke xxii, 20? 

What is our duty to those from whom we 
receive important benefits? Verse 14. 
Of what sin was the chief butler guilty in 
his conduct toward Joseph? Verse 23. 

What may we learn from this example? 

We read that Pharaoh made a feast on his 
birth day :—how ought men to celebrate 
their nativity ? 

How did the imprisonment and dreams of 
Pharaoh’s servants stand connected with 
Joseph’s release, and the deliverance of 
Egypt? 

What may we learn from these things on the 
subject of Providence ? 
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LESSON XXI. 
Genesis, chapter xli, verses 1-15, 25-37. 


Exampre I.—Teztual Questions. 


Ver. 1. At the end of how many years did 


14. 


Pharaoh dream? By what did Pharaoh 
stand ? 


. What came up out of the river? How were 


they? Where did they feed? 


. What came up after these seven fat kine ? 


How were these? By what did they 
stand? Where? 


. What did these ill-favoured kine do to the 


well-favoured kine ? 


. What did Pharaoh see in this second dream ? 


What kind of ears of corn were these ? 


. What sprang up after them? How, or what 


kind were they ? 


. What did the seven thin ears do to the seven 


full ears? Who awoke? What did he 
behold 2 ' 


. What came to pass in the morning? For 


whom did he call? What did he tell 


them? Could any of them explain his 
dream ? 


. Who spake to the king? What did he say? 


(Repeat verses 9-13.) 

For whom did Pharaoh send? From 
whence did they bring him? How did 
they bring him out? What did Joseph do 
before he appeared before the king ? 
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15. What did Pharaoh say to Joseph? What 
did he say he had heard of Joseph? 

25. What did Joseph say of the dream (or 
dreams) of Pharaoh? What had God 
showed to Pharaoh ? 

26. What were the seven good kine, and ‘seven 
good ears of corn? 

27. What were the seven lean kine? What 
the seven empty ears of corn? 

32. Why was the dream doubled unto Pharaoh? 

33. What did Joseph advise Pharaoh to look 
out? What should he do with this dis- 
creet and wise man? 

34. What should he appoint over the land? 
What were these officers to do? 

35. What were they to gather? What were 
they to lay up? Under whose hand were 
they to lay up this corn? 

36. What should the food be for? Against 
what should it be a store? For what 
purpose ? 

37. How did this advice appear to Pharaoh? 


Exampre Il.—ZJntellectual Questions. 


Ver. 1. What river is intended by the words, 
‘“ the river 2” 
The celebrated Nile, doubtless. 


What was this river remarkable for ? 

For its annual overflowings ; ; which so much en. 
riched the lands in its neighbourhood, and with. 
out which there would be a searcity, if not a 
famine. 
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Can you tell where the Nile rises? 


It rises in the range of mountains called the ‘‘ mount- 
ains of the moon,” running east and west in the 
interior of Africa. It runs nearly due north to. 
the Mediterranean. = 


2. What is meant by “ kine?” 
Cattle, or horned cattle. 


What is meant by “well favoured and fat 
fleshed 2” 


Fat, in good order, so as to appear healthy and fine. 


3. What is meant by. “ill favoured and lean 
fleshed 2” . 


Thin, meager, bad looking. 


What is meant by “ brink of the river ?”’ 
The bank of the river. 


5. What is meant by “rank and good ears of 
corn 2” 

» Well filled, full-grown ears. | 

6. What is meant by “ thin and blasted ears ?”” 

Withered and mildewed ears: shrunk up: not 
good. : 

What is meant by the seven lean kine de- 
vouring the seven good kine, and the seven 
thin ears of corn devouring the seven full 
ears ? 

This dream was an intimation from God to Pharaoh, 
that there should be seven years of great plenty, 
the produce of which should be necessary for the 
people during the seven years of famine which 

' were to succeed. (Read aloud verses 25-32.) 

8. What is meant by Pharaoh’s being “ trou- 
bled?” 


% 
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He was distressed on account of his dreams. 'The 
ancients had great concern for dreams. 


Who were “ magicians ?” 


Persons who pretended to foretell future ‘events By 
interpreting dreams, and by other means. (See 
Watson’s Dict.) — ‘ 


Should we put any faith in the wandering 
fortune tellers of our day, or any other 
jugglers ? 

Certainly not. None can look into futurity but 
those to whom God reveals what is to come 
to pass. 

Could these magicians and wise men satisfy 
Pharaoh as to his dream 2? 

They could not, as might have been supposed. 


9. What opinion do you form of this butler 
from this verse ? 

That he was a very ungrateful man. We might 
conclude he was a selfish man also. He remem- 
bered Joseph now, because he thought if might 
turn to his own profit. 


16. What is the meaning of, “ It is not in me: 
God shall give Pharaoh an answer of 
peace 2” 


Joseph intended to say, I have not wisdora of myself 
to know the meaning of your dreams; but God 
hath showed me that your dreams are for your 
peace, and the good of your kingdom. 


Does not this show the piety of Joseph’s 


heart 2 ae 


It does in a clea manner, He refers every blessing 
to God. 


=. 
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34. What i is meant by “take up the fifth part 
of the land ?” 


Let these discreet overseers take up the fifth part of 
» the produce of the seven plenty years; and this 
shall be stored up to meet the scarcity which shall 
_ follow the next seven years. 
What is said of Joseph and this transaction 
in Acts vil, 9, 102 


(As there are two verses, read them.) 


Wil! all our earthly joys pass away like the 
seven years of plenty? 
They certainly will: but if we are attentive to our 


heavenly interest, greater and better joys than 
these will be ours. 


Examp.e III.-—Bible Questions. 


Ver. 1-4. How long after the butler’s restora- 
tion did Joseph continue in custody? At 
the end of this period what occurred with 
Pharaoh? What did he dream? What 
river is intended, and why is it called em- 
phatically “the river?” What was sig- 
nified by the kine coming “up out. of the 
river 2” 

5-7. What was his second deoarhy! How was 
it that “ seven ears came up on one stalk 2?” 
What wind is peculiarly destructive in that 
country, and what renders it so? 

8. What effect had these dreams on the mind 
of Pharaoh? To whom did he resort for 
relief in his perplexity? Who were these, 
and what arts were they supposed to pos- - 
sess? Exod. vii, 11,12. What was the 
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result of Pharaoh’s appl ication Pe ‘them, 
and why so? 

9-12. What then said the ehidk butler? To 
whose faults does he allude? Do you 
suppose he was really sorry for his con- 
duct toward Joseph, when he had forgot- 
ten him two whole years? Why did he 
neglect to mention Joseph to Pharaoh 
before, and why does he do it now? What 
does he mean by saying, in verse 13, “ Me 
he restored unto mine office, and him he 
hanged?” Does this mode of speech illus- 
trate any other passages in the Scriptures ? 
See Ezek. xliii, 3; Jer.i,10; Exod. x, 1 

14. What then did Pharaoh, and what followed ? 

15. What said Pharaoh to Joseph? 

25. For what purpose did Joseph say this dream 
was given, and by whom ? 

26-31. What inter pretation of the dreams does 
Joseph render ? 

32. What was signified by the repetition of the 
dream 2 

33. What judicious advice does Joseph then 
give the king? 

34-36. How does he recommend that the man 
should proceed in his undertaking? What 
portion of the produce in the seven plen- 
tiful years were to be taken up, and upon 
what terms were they to take it? What is 
meant by the phrase, verse 35, “ under the 
hand of Pharaoh ?” 

37. How do the king and his servants receive 
this advice ? 
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LESSON XXII. 
Genesis, chapter xli, verses 38-57. 
Exampte I.—Teviual Questions. 


38. In our last lesson we saw that Joseph 
interpreted the dreams of Pharaoh :—what 
does he say to his servants about Joseph 
in this verse? 

Who spoke to Joseph? What did he say 
to him ? 

Over what did he say Joseph should be? 
By what did he say his people should be 
ruled? In what did he say he would be 
greater than Joseph ? 

What did he bid Joseph see ? 

What did Pharaoh take off from his hand? 
On whose hand did he put it? In what 
did he clothe him? What did he put 
about his neck ? 

In what did Pharaoh cause Joseph to ride? 
What did they cry before him? Over 
what did he make him ruler ? 

Who did the king say he was?) What did 
he say no man should do without Joseph’s 
consent ? 

By what name did Pharaoh call Joseph? 
Whom did he give him to wife?’ Whose 
daughter was she? Over what did Joseph 
go out? 


. What was Joseph’s age at this time? From 


whose presence did he go?’ Whither did 
he go? 


oa 


47. 
48. 


49. 


50. 
51. 
52. 


53. 
54. 


55. 


56. 


57. 


TEACHERS’ THIRD BOOK. 155 


How did the earth bring forth during the 
seven plenteous years ? 

What did Joseph gather up during these 
seven years? In what places did he lay 
it up? 

How much corn did Joseph gather ? 

How many sons had Joseph before the 
famine came? Who was their mother ? 
What did he call the oldest? Why did he 
give him this name ? 

What did he call the second? Why did 
he give him this name? 

What were ended? 

When the seven years of plenty were ended 
what came to pass? Where was the 
dearth ? . .But what was in all the land of 
Egypt ? 

For what did the people cry unto Pharaoh? 
Unto whom did he send them? 

How widely did the famine extend? How 
did Joseph supply the Egyptians? Was 
the famine severe in Egypt? 

Who came into Egypt to buy corn? 


Exampre II.—Iniellectual Questions. 


Verses 38, 39. From the manner in which 


Pharaoh speaks of God, is it probable 
JeHOVAH was known to the Egyptians? 


It is probable the knowledge of the true God was, 


to some extent, among them; though the priests 
concealed it from the common people, and finally _ 
it was lost. ; 


% 
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42. What is the meaning of “arrayed him in | 
vestures 2” . 
Clothed him in fine linen. 
Were these presents of Pharaoh merely 
complimentary ? 


They were not: they were the signs of the office or 
power he conferred on Joseph. 


43. What is a “ chariot?” 

A carriage in which to ride. 

44, What does the king mean by saying, “I 
am Pharaoh?” . 

I am king of Egypt. 

45. What is meant by “Joseph went out over 
all the land of Egypt ?” 

He went through the country to collect the corn, 
and lay it up. He was diligent to provide against 
the time of the famine. 

46. How long had Joseph been in Egypt? 


From chap. xxxvii, 2, we learn he was sold when 
he was seventeen years old: of course he had 
been in Egyptian slavery thirteen years. 


51. What is the meaning of Manasseh? 
Forgetfulness: and Joseph so named him, because 
he was made to forget all his toils in unexpected 
prosperity. ; 
52. What is the meaning of Ephraim? 


Fruitfulness: because God had, in mercy, given him 


great increase; of honour and peace, as well as 
of children. 


“54. What is meant by “ dearth?” 


Want of rain. It was so dry, and had been for a 
long time, that vegetation could not grow. The 


ie 
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Nile did not rise high enough to overflow the 
lands, and of course there was a famine. 


55. What is the meaning of “ famished ?”” 

The people were in great want of food. They suf- 

fered greatly for want of it. 

Were Joseph and this famine intended to 
represent the Saviour and the wants of the 
world ? 

There is no evidence of this; xer we may improve 

it in this way. 


Does Jesus then give to famishing souls the 
bread of life ? 

Yes; if they come to him, and ask earnestly in 
prayer. 

Should not we then go immediately to him? 

We should: we should not wait an hour, nor a 


moment. ‘‘ Now is the accepted time; now is 
the day of salvation.” 


Examrce III.— Bible, Questions. 


Ver. 38. What then said Pharaoh? What did 
he probably mean by the Spirit of God? 
Daniel vy, 11, 14. 

39. What then said he to Joseph? What does 
Pharaoh acknowledge in this verse?’ 

40, 41. To what office did he then appoint him? 
To what extent was authority delegated to 
him ? 

42,43. What marks of dignity and honour did 
he then confer upon him? What is in- 
tended by the second chariot? How did 
he cause Joseph’s elevation to be pro- 
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claimed, and what respect did he com- 
mand should be paid him by the people ? 

44, In what way does he assert his own supre- 
macy, and what place in the empire does 
he assign to Joseph? 

45. By what new name did he call him? Who 
did he give him to wife? What place is 
On, where situated, and by what name is 
it known in history?’ Do you know any 
thing remarkable of this place ? 

46. How old was Joseph at this period of his 
life? How long had he been in slavery 2 

47-49. How was the interpretation of the 
dreams verified? How did Joseph exe- 
cute his commission? How do you un- 
derstand the phrase, “the field that was 
round about every city?” Gen. xxxiv, 5, 7. 

50-52. How many sons kad Joseph in Egypt 
after this?) What was the name of the 
oldest? What does this name signify, and 
why was it given him? What did he name 
the second ; why, and what is the meaning 
of it? | 

53, 54. How did the events still go on to ful- 
fil Pharaoh’s dreams? In “ all” which 
“lands” was the dearth? What was the 
situation of Egypt? 

55. What did the people say in their distress, 
and what were they directed to do? 

56. What then did Joseph ? 

57. What other countries sent down to Egypt 
for food in the famine ? 
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LESSON XXIII. 


Genesis, chapter xlii, verses 1-25. 
Exampce I.—Teztual Questions. 


From the last verse of the preceding chapter 
we learn that all the countries in the neigh- 
bourhood of the Mediterranean went into 

_ Egypt to buy corn. 

Verse 1. What did Jacob see was in Egypt? 
What did he say to his sons ? 

2. What did he say he had heard? Where did 
he tell them to go? For what purpose? 
Why buy corn ? 

3. How many of Joseph’s brethren went to 
buy corn ? 

4, Which brother did not go? Why? 

5. Who came to buy corn? What was sore in 
the land of Canaan ? 

6. Who was governor of Egypt? What did 
he do? What did Joseph’s brethren do 
when they came to him ? 

7. Did Joseph know his brethren? How did 
he make himself to them’? How did he | 
speak to them? What did he ask them ? 
What did they answer ? 

8. Did his brethren know him? 5 

9. What did he remember? What did he say 
to them? What did he say they had come 
to see? © 

10. What did they call Joseph? For what 
purpose did they say they had come? 
What did they call themselves ? — 
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il. 


What kind of men did they say they were ? 
What did they say they were not ? 


12. What did Joseph answer ? 
13. Whom did they tell him they were?’ Where 


did they say their youngest brother was ? 
And where was the other one to make the 
twelfth ? 


14. With what did he still charge them? 
15. By what did Joseph swear? How did he 


say they should be proved? (Repeat 
verses 15 and 16.) 


17. What did he do with them for three days ? 


(“« Ward” means prison.) 


18. What did Joseph say to them the third 


21 


day? (Repeat verses 18, 19, 20.) 
. What did they say one to another? (Re- 
peat the verse.) 


22. What did Reuben say to them? (Repeat 


the verse.) 


23. How did Joseph speak with them 2? 
24. What did Joseph do when he heard them 


talk about him? Whom did he take from 
them? What did he do with him? 


25. What then did Joseph command to be done 2 


(Repeat the verse. ) 


Examece II.—Jnteilectual Questions. 


What do you understand by “ famine ?” 


A scarcity of food. 
Ver. 1. What is meant by “ Jacob saw there 


was corn in Egypt ?” 
He heard there was plenty there. 
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What is meant by the question, « oe th look 
ye one on another ?” 


They were confounded, and knew not what to do 
for bread ; each silently asking the other os devise 
some plan to get food. 


6. What was fulfilled by his brethren “ bowing” 
to him? 
His dreams of the sheaves, and the sun, moon, and 
stars, which we learned a few lessons since. 


What said his brethren when he told them 

his dream ? 

(Repeat Gen, xxxvii, 8.) é. 

What did they say when they determined to 

kill him 2 

(Repeat Gen. xxxvii, 20.) 

7, 8,9. Why did Joseph behave strangely and 
rudely to them ? 

In order to suppress and conceal for a time the 
rising emotions of tenderness in his own soul ; 
and in order to bring them more strongly to 
repentance. These were the designs of his whole 
severe conduct throughout. 

Did Joseph then really believe them to be 

spies ? 

Certainly not ; as we learn from the seventh verse, 
where it is said he “ knew them.” 

13. What did they mean by “one is not?” 

They meant one of their number was dead, and they 
meant Joseph, which he very well knew. 

15. Does Joseph swear an oath when he says, 
“ By the life of Pharaoh ?” 
Some commentators say not. Dr. Clarke insists it 
ll 
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is not an oath; and I think rightly: as they 
themselves, when repeating it to their father, say, 
‘‘The man did solemnly protest,” not swear. 


18. What do you understand by the words, 
“ For I fear God ?” 
Joseph means to’ say that he is a worshipper of the 
true God, and therefore is resolved to do justly. 
Does the fear of God, then, restrain men 
from evil, and incline them to do good 2 
It certainly does. It is said of the wicked, Rom. 


iii, 18, “‘There is no fear of God before their 
eyes :” hence they do wickedly. 


21. What do you infer from this verse ? | 


I infer the power of conscience over the mind. It 
had been more than twenty years since they had 
sold their brother; they had not heard of him 
since, and supposed he was dead; and now felt 

' the guilt of their doings, when trouble came upon 
them. 


24. Why did he take Simeon and bind him ? 


It is supposed that Simeon had bound Joseph when 
they threw him into the pit. This agrees with 
the character of Simeon, as it is said, ‘‘ Instru- 
ments of cruelty” are in his habitation, Gen. 
xlix, 5. By this course Simeon would be brought 
speedily to repentance. 


Exampce III.—Bible Questions. 


Ver. 1. Where was Jacob living with his family 
at that time? Did the famine prevail there 
also? What did he say to his sons ? 

2. What did he direct them to do? 

3. What then did they ? ane 
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4, Which of Jacob’s sons remained at home 
with him? Why did he not send Ben- 
jamin 2 

5, 6. Whither did they come, and for what 
purpose? Who was governor of Egypt 
at the time? Before whom did the sons 
of Jacob bow down? What prediction 
did this fulfil ? 

7. How did Joseph act when he-saw his bre- 
thren? What did he say to them, and 
what do they answer? 

8. Were they known to each other ? 

9. With what did he charge them? What did 
he mean by spies ? 

10, 11. In what spirit do they reply? What 
did they assert that they were? 

12-15.- What do they relate of their family ? 
To what test does he now put them? Why 
does he use the expression, “ By the life 
of Pharaoh ?” 

16. What does he then propose? Do they 
seem to have complied with it? 

17-20. What then did he with them? How 
long did he detain them in custody? What 
then did he propose?’ How did they receive 
this ? 

21. What conduct of theirs did this bring to 
their remembrance? To what did they 
ascribe their present afiliction ? 

22. What said Reuben to them? To what did 
he allude? What did they suppose had 
become of Joseph?” 

23, 24. Did Joseph understand them ? How 
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did it affect him? Which of the brothers 

did he detain in custody? Why do you 

suppose he selected Simeon? ; 
25. What then did Joseph ? 





What may we learn from verses 1, 2, as to the 
duties of heads of families? 1 Tim. v, 8. 

For what»purpose did Joseph assume so 
austere and rough a manner to his bre- 
thren ? 

Why did he charge them with being spies 2 

Why did he put them in prison ? 

Why did he detain Simeon until they should 
bring Benjamin down to Egypt ? 

What effect had it upon them? Verse 21. 

What may we learn from this as to the effects 
of an evil conscience? See verses 28, 35. 


LESSON XXIV. 
Genesis, chapter xliii, verses 1-17, 26-30. 


Exampe I.—Teriual Questions. 


Verse 1. How was the famine in the land? 

2. What had they eaten up? What did Jacob 
say to his sons when they had eaten it up? 

3. What did Judah answer him? (Repeat 
verses 3, 4, and 5.) 

A, On what condition, therefore, does Judah 
propose to go again ? 
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5. What does he say Joseph (the man’’) had 
said to them 2? 

6. What answer did Jacob make? (Repeat 
the verse.) 

7. After whom particularly did he say the man 
asked? What did they say they could 
not certainly know the man would say to 
them ? 

8, 9, 10. What did Judah say to his father ? 
(Repeat the verses.) 

10. What does Judah say they might have done 
had they not “ lingered ?”’ 

11. Did Jacob consent to let Benjamin go? 
What did he direct them to carry down 
with them ? 

12. How much money were they to take? 
What other money were they to take? 
What did he say the bringing the money 
back might have been? 

13. What else were they to take beside the 
money? 

14. For what does Jacob so earnestly pray ? 

15. Did the brothers go into Egypt as the 
father said? Before whom did they 
stand ? 

16. When Joseph saw Benjamin what did he 
say to the ruler of his house ? 

17. Did the man do as Joseph ordered ? 

26. What did his brethren give Joseph when 
he came home? What did they do when 
they presented it? | 

27. Of what did Joseph ask them ? efer 
whom did Joseph inquire of them? 
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28. What did they call their father? How was 

his health? How did they conduct ? 

29. Whom did Joseph see when he lifted up 
his eyes? Whose son was Benjamin ? 
What did Joseph say to Benjamin ? 

30. What did Joseph do? Why did he make 
haste? Where did he go to weep ? 


Exampre I].—Jntellectual Questions. 
Ver. 1. What is meant by the famine being 
“ sore ?” 


It was very distressing: there was great scarcity 
of bread. 


3. What is meant by “the man? ” 
Joseph, doubtless. 
What is the meaning of “ protest ?”” 
He declared solemnly. 
6. What do you understand by the words, 
«Wherefore have ye dealt so ill with me?” 
Why did ye tell the man you had another brother; 
knowing it would well nigh take my life to part 
with him. 
‘7. What is meant by ‘asked us straitly ?” 
He made particular and pressing inquiry of us. 
Why was Jacob more anxious. about Benja- 
min than the rest ? 
Because he was the son of his beloved Rachel, who 
died at his birth. 
8. If they did not go for food what would be the 
consequence ! ? 


They would all perish with famine, and pakjumiK: 
of course, among the rest, 
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Was it not better then to trust in God for 
Benjamin? — 
It was; and always is best to trust him in times of 
difficulty. 
9. What is meant by “ surety for him?” 
I will be answerable for his life and safety. 


Was not this generous in Judah ? 


It was; and agrees with the declaration of his 
father on his dying bed concerning him: “Judah, 
thou art he whom thy brethren shall praise,” Gen. 
xlix, 8. 

Has the tribe of Judah had peculiar honour? 

Yes; the Saviour of the world was of Judah’s tribe. 
Hence he is called, ‘‘ The lion of the tribe of 
Judah,” Rev. v, 5. 

10. What is the meaning of “lingered ?” 
esitated so long about Benjamin’s going with 
them. 

11. What may we learn from Jacob’s consent- 

ing to send Benjamin ? 

We may learn not to despair in endeavouring to 


attain a good end,—and we may learn also to 
listen to the well-meant counsels of others. 


Why did Jacob send “a present ?” 


Because he was desirous of securing the favour of 
Joseph, and a present has always been considered 
the proper method of introduction to superiors. 


12. What money was this brought in the mouth 
of their sacks ? 
‘The money they had carried down the first time with 


which to buy corn, and which Joseph had put into 
their sacks privately. ; 
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What is meant by “ peradventure it was an 
oversight ?” 
The money might have been put into the sacks by 
mistake. 
Should we act in this way when money which 
is not our own comes into our possession ? 
We should; according to the rule of our Saviour, in 
Luke vi, 31, ‘‘ Do unto others as you would they 
should do unto you.” 
14. What is meant by “ God Almighty give you 
mercy in the sight of the man ?” 
May God cause you to find favour in his sight, that 
he may restore Simeon, and send back Benjamin. 
What is meant by “If I be bereaved of my 
children, I am bereaved ?” 


Some think it indicates painful submission to what 
he apprehended would leave him childless, at least 
by Rachel. But others understand the expression 
thus :—I will bear the absence of my children 
until they be returned to me. 


13. Do you recollect for what they went into 
Egypt 2 
To procure bread, that they might live. 
Do men generally take so much pains to 
procure the bread of life from heaven ? 
They do not; and yet they ought to take much 
more pains. 
16.. Whom does Joseph mean by “ ruler of his 
house 2” 
His steward, who provided for his household. _ 
2'7. What is meant by “he asked them of their 
welfare ?” 
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He inquired into their general concerns, and asked 


particularly after their father. 
28. Does this verse give an exact fulfilment of 
Joseph’s dream ? 


It does; inasmuch:as his father is called his ‘ ser- 
vant,” and his brethren ‘‘ bowed” to him. 


29. What do the words, “God be gracious to 
thee, my son,” indicate ? 
Joseph’s great affection for Benjamin. 

30. What is meant by “his bowels did yearn?” 
He felt a peculiar tenderness toward Benjamin. 
What do you see chiefly, so far in Joseph’s 

history ? 
The wisdom, power, and goodness of God. 


Exampte III.—Bible Questions. 
Ver. 1, 2. When his family had consumed the 


corn which had been brought from Egypt, 


what said Jacob to his sons ? 

3-5. What said Judah to this? 

6. Of what did Jacob complain ? 

7. How did they justify themselves ? 

8-10. What does Judah then propose? By 
what arguments does he urge it ? 

11-13. Does Jacob at length consent? What 
measure did he direct them to adopt? Of 
what was it to consist? Why were they 
to take a present to Joseph? Why did he 
bid them take double money for the corn 
they intended purchasing ? 

14. What devout prayer.does he then offer for 


re 
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15. 
16. 
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their safety and success? How does he 
express his solicitude about his children ? 
What then did they? , 

When Joseph knew of their arrival, what 
orders did he give respecting them? 


17, 18. When they were brought to the go- 


26. 
27. 


28. 
29. 


30, 


vernor’s house, how did they feel? What 
made them afraid ? 

When he came, in what manner did they 
present it ? 

What inquiries did he then make of them? 
What did they reply ? 

What benediction did he pronounce upon 
Benjamin when he saw him? Why did 
he not notice him before ? 

How was Joseph affected? Why did he 
go to his chamber to weep ? 





Is it ever lawful to dispute the command of a 


parent? Verse 5. 


Under what circumstances, and then in what 


manner should it be done? Verses 3-5. 


Though there was a famine in the land, yet 


they had “ balm, honey, nuts,’ &c; toge- 
ther with money to purchase corn :—what 
may we learn from this as to the kindness 
of Providence? 1 Thess. v, 18. 


In what spirit should we undertake every 


enterprise, and to whom should we look 
for success? Verse 14. 


Is prayer sufficient, and what other means 


should we use? 
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_ To whom should we ascribe all our bless- 
ings? Verse 23. 

The steward might easily have taken advan- 
tage of them, and kept their money him- 
self :—-what may we learn of his character ? 

What is the character of those who take ad- 
vantage of others ? 

What predictions were again fulfilled in 
verses 26, 28? 


LESSON XXV. 
Genesis, chapter xlv, verses 1-16. 


Exampte I.—Teztual Questions. 


Ver. 1. What could Joseph no longer do? 
What did he cry? Why did he send them 
all out ? 

2. What did he do when he Sale himself 

‘known? Who heard him weeping ? 

3. What did Joseph say to his brethren? What 
did he ask them? Why could not his 
brethren answer him? ~ 

4, What did Joseph bid his brethren do? 
When they came near, what did he say 
to them ?. 

5. What did he say to calm them? (Repeat 
the verse.) What does he say God had 
done? 

€. How long had the famine been in the land? 
How many years was it yet to continue? 
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8. What does he say God had made him to 
Pharaoh ? 

9. What did he bid them to hasten to do? 
What did he bid them to say to his father ? 

10. In what land did he say his father should 
dwell? Who and what did Joseph say 
should come with his father ? 

11. What did he say he would do to them in 
Goshen ? 

12. What did he say their eyes and Beaje: 
min’s saw ? 

13. Of what did he say they should tell his 
father? And what should they hasten 
to do? 

14. How did he and Benjamin meet? 

15. What did he do to his brethren? What 
did his brethren do after he kissed them? 

16. What was reported in Pharaoh’s house? 
How did this news affect Pharaoh and his 
house ? 


Examete Il.—Intellectual Questions. 


Ver. 1. What is meant by “could not refrain 
himself ?”’ 


He could no longer repress his feelings. He felt all 
the affection of a brother and a son rising in him, 
and could not avoid weeping. 


What is meant by “every man?” 
All but his brethren. 
2. What is meant by “he wept aloud?” 
He cried so as to be heard at a great distance. 
3. What is meant by “troubled at his presence?” 
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4. Why does he remind them of having sold 
him into Egypt ? 

It seems intended to prepare the way for the expla- 
nation of his singular fortune in preserving their 
lives. 

5. Did Joseph intend to justify his brethren i in 
selling him ? 

' I should think not. He intended to impress them 
with the design God had in sending him into 
Egypt, that they might the more readily be induced | 
to become calm, and take courage. 

6. What is meant by “ earing” and “ harvest?” 

Most probably it means the same as “seed time and 
harvest.” 

7. Was not the design God had in sending 
Joseph into Egypt worthy of his goodness 
and wisdom? 

I should think it was. If Joseph had not gone into 


Egypt, in all human probability the countries of 
Egypt and Canaan must have become desolate. 


8. What is meant by “ father unto Pharaoh?” 


I should suppose if meant simply, God hath caused 
me to obtain such an ascendency over Pharaoh, 
as that he looks up to me as a dutiful ehild to a 
father. But some suppose the term ‘ father,” 
means some officer of the crown, probably prime 
minister. 


What is meant by “lord of all his house ?” 


He hath set me over his household, to regulate the 
court, and attend to his treasures and domestic 
affairs. 


What is meant by. “ruler throughout all the « 
land of Egypt ?” 
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It is probable that Pharaoh had issued proclamation 
that all the edicts, laws, and arrangements which 
Joseph should choose to make, should be binding 
on all the kingdom. 


Might not Joseph have put his brethren in 
prison, and even destroyed them, if he had 
chosen ? 

Certainly ; as they were in his power completely. 

But his kindness shows the goodness of his heart. 
9. What impression do the words ‘thy son,” 
. make on your mind, as used by Joseph ? 


That he was a very devoted and affectionate son, 
who had not forgotten to honour his parents 
amidst his great exaltation. 


10. In what part of Egypt was Goshen ? 


It was in the south-east part of Lower Egypt, and 
lay east of the most easterly branch of the Nile. 


‘Why did he place his father in Goshen ? 
Because this was the finest pasture ground in all 
Egypt, and suited Jacob best, as -he had many 
herds. ; a 
11. What does Joseph mean by “there I will 
nourish thee?” 
He proposes to send Jacob and his family bread or 
corn from the stores he had laid up. 
How large was Jacob’s household when h 
came into Egypt ? 
From Acts vii, 13, 14, we learn there were seventy-. 
five souls in ail. 
| 12. What is meant by “my mouth speaking 
r @ unto thee 2” 
In your own language I speak to thee. He called 
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their special attention, in proof that he was Jo- 

seph, that he spake to them in their own lan- 
guage, without an interpreter. 

14. Why is the meeting of Joseph and Benja- 
min particularly affecting ? 

Because they were own brothers, born of the same 
mother, Rachel. 

15. What virtue does Joseph particularly exhi- 
bit in his conduct to his brethren ? 

He particularly illustrates Paul’s instructions to the 
Ephesians, chap. iv, 31, 32; which repeat. 

Was this disposition natural to Joseph ? 

It certainly was not. He says he feared God, and 
doubtless God had wrought this goodness in him; 
for by nature we have no good thing. 

Does Christ teach us to be of a forgiving 

spirit ? 

He does, and forcibly too: for he teaches us to pray 
to be forgiven, “‘as we forgive those who trespass 
against us;” and says, ‘‘If we forgive not men 
their trespasses, neither will our heavenly Father 
forgive us our trespasses.” 

Is a forgiving disposition a happy one? 

It must be. He must always be unhappy who does 
not feel disposed to forgive. We must forgive 
and pray for our enemies. 


Examrre HI.—Bible Questions. 

Ver. 1. What effect had Judah’s speech upon 
Joseph? What order did he issue? What 
then did he? 

2. How did he evince his emotion? What did 
the Egyptians and the house of Pharaoh 
hear? 
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3. What did he then say to his brothers? How 
did they then feel at the unexpected dis- 
covery ? 

4, 5. What did he say to soothe their minds? 

6-8. How long had the famine continued, and 
how long was it yet to continue? What is 
meant by earing and harvest? How does 
he account for his coming into Egypt? 
For what purpose did he say he had been 
sent thither? What did he mean by being 
“made a father unto Pharaoh?” 

9-11. What then does he direct them to do? 
What were they to say to their father ? 

12. How does he confirm the fact that it was 
really Joseph who spoke to them? — 

13. What did he command them to tell their 
father about him? 

14. How did he show his affeetion for Ben- 
jamin ? 

15. What proof of his love did he also give 
the rest of his brethren ? 

16-18. How did Pharaoh receive the tidings 
of their arrival? What directions did he 
give Joseph about them ? 





Was Joseph satisfied, from the tenor of Ju- 
dah’s speech, and the conduct of his bro- 
thers, that they were sufficiently humbled 
for their crime ? 

‘Was he also satisfied that they were now 

dutiful and affectionate, and worthy of his: 
confidence ? 
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Had he received any sufficient proof of these 
facts before ? 

What may we learn from verses 4-8 as to 
the manner in which we should speak to 
and treat humble and contrite persons? 

Joseph here asserts that God sent him to 
Egypt; yet we have seen that his brothers 
wickedly sold him thither :—what may we 
learn from this as to Divine Providence 
and human responsibility ? 

What may we learn from Joseph’s example 
as to our duty to poor and humble rela- 
tives ? 

What is the desire of pious persons in pros- 

perity respecting those they. love? Verses 





LESSON XXVI. 


Genesis, chapter xlv, verses 25-28; and chapter xlvi, 


1-7, 26-30 


Exampte [.—Tezxtual Questions. 


_ Chap. xlv, ver. 25. Who is meant by “ they 1” 
From whence did Joseph’s brethren go up? 
Into what land did they go? Unto whom 
did they come ? 

Yer. 26. Whom did they tell?, What did they 
tell him? Of what land was he governor ? 
What did Jacob’s heart do? Why did it 
faint ?. 

27. Whose words did a tell him? How 

12 


# 
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many of Joseph’s words did they tell him? 

What did Jacob see? Who sent the 

wagons! What revived at the sight of the 
_ wagons ? 

28. Who said? What did he say? Who did 

. he say lived? What did he say he would 
do before he died ? 

Chap. xlvi, ver. 1. Who took his journey? 
With what did he take his journey? To 
what place did he come? What did he 
offer? To whom did he offer these sa- 
crifices ? 

Ver. 2. Who spake to Israel? How did he 
speak to him? What did he say? What 
did Jacob answer ? 

3. Who did the Lord say he was? What did 
he bid him not to fear? What did he say 
he would make of him there ? 

4. Where did he say he would go with him? 
What did he say he would surely do 
for him? What did he say Joseph 
should do? 

5. From what place did Jacob rise up? Who 
carried Jacob What else did they carry.? 
In what did they carry them? Who sent ~ 
the wagons 2 

6. What did they take with them? In what 
land had they gotten these cattle and 
goods? Where did they come? 

‘%. Who came with them into Egypt? iat cpans 
the verse.) 

26. What came with Jacob into Egypt? Out 
ef whose loins did those souls come? 
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How many were there? . Were Jacob’s 
sons’ wives included in this number? 

27. How many sons were born to Joseph in 
Egypt? How many souls in all came 
into Egypt of the house of Jacob ? 

28. Whom did he send before him? Unto 
whom did he send him? What did he 
send him for? Into what land did they 
come ? 

29. What did Joseph make ready?) Whom 
did he go up to meet? Where did he go 
to meet him? To whom did he present 
himself? What did Joseph do when he 
met his father Jacob? How long did he 
weep on his neck ? 

30. What did Israel say to Joseph? Why did 
he feel willing to die? 


Exampce II.—Intellectual Questions. 


Chap. xlv, ver. 26. What is meant by “ Jacob’s 
heart fainted ?” 


He was overpowered by this good news; he swooned 
away when he heard it. 


~ Why did he not believe them ? 
He could not believe this good news for joy. There 
' 3s a similar case in Luke xxiv, 41, which read 
particularly. 
Ver. 27. How was Israel brought to believe 
Joseph was yet alive ? 
His sons told him particularly all the words which 


Joseph had said; and pointed him expressly to 
z the wagons which Pharaoh had sent to him, 
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What is meant by “his spirit revived ?” 
He recovered from his fainting and weakness, and 
became cheerful and ecnfident. 
28. What does Israel mean by “ It is enough ?” 


That he was satisfied: it was all he desired, all he 
could wish for, to be assured Joseph was yet alive, 
and that he should see him before he died. 


How long had Joseph been lost to his father ? 


About twenty-one years; during which time his . 


father supposed he was dead, and mourned much 
for him. 


Did Israel grieve too much 2 

By reading Gen. xxxvii, 35, (read it,) we should 
suppose he did. But it was a painful ease; yet 
we should always learn to say of the dispensations 
of God, ‘It is good to be afflicted.” 


Chap. xlvi, ver. 1. Why did Israel offer sacri- 
fices at Beer-sheba ? 


He offered sacrifices because he feared God ; and he 
did it at Beer-sheba because this was a place where 
Abraham and Isaac were accustomed to do the 
same. (Read Gen. xxi, 33, and xxvi, 23.) It 
seems to have been a place that was sacred, and 
where God was usually worshipped: it was his 
house. 


What may we learn by Jacob’s offering sa-. 
crifices as he set out on his journey? 

‘That it is right to commend ourselves to God in all 
our ways and undertakings. He alone can pro- 
tect and preserve us. 

‘Ver. 2. How came Jacob to be blessed with 
those “ visions of the night 2?” 


Because he had feared God, and worshipped him by 
sacrifice, as we learn in verse 1. God makes 


ome 
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known his will to those who worship him sin. 
cerely and constantly. 
What does Jacob mean by saying, ‘“ Here 
am 1?” 
He thus declares that he knew who. ake to him, 
as he often held. communion with God; and also 
declares his readiness to obey whatever he might 
command. We should always be ready to do the 
will of God. 
3. What is meant by, “I am God, the God of 
thy father ?” 


He meant to assure Jacob that he was the same 
Being who had so carefully preserved and blessed 
his father, and thus inspire him with confidence 
in what he was about to say. (Repeat verses 
3 and 4.) 

4. What is meant by, “ And Joseph shall put 
his hand upon thine eyes ?” 

Joseph should see his father die, and-do the last 
peculiar kind office for him, and that was to close 
his eyes when he was dying. Anciently this was 
considered a great blessing, to have one’s eyes 
closed, when dying, by some beloved person. 

Did Jacob die in Egypt? 

He did. 

How then did the Lord keep his‘ promise, 
that he would bring them again into Ca- 
naan ? 

The promise was fully kept by bringing his sosterity 
into Canaan in the days of, Moses and Joshua: 
his posterity being considered as himself. 

Did God fully perform his promise to keep 
and guide and bring them again into Ca- 
naan ¢ 
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He kept it remarkably, as vow aely learn from 
Joshua xxiv, 17. 


28. Where was Goshen ? 


It lay east of the most easterly branch of the Nile ; 
and of course lay on the eastern limit of the king 
of Egypt’s territory, between his capital and Ca- 

naan. It was a pasture country, fit for cattle, 
and of course suited Jacob and his sons, who 
were herdsmen. 


29. What do you infer of the civilized state of 
Egypt from the mention of a chariot ? 


ft would indicate a knowledge of the arts and 
sciences to a considerable extent at this very 
early date, at least seventeen hits years 
before Christ. 


What is meant by, “ He presented himself 
unto him 2” 


He came respectfully and formally before his father,. 
that he might see him, that indeed it was he. 


What do you learn from, “ He fell on his 
neck, and wept a good while ?” 


His great affection for his father, though he had 
not seen him for about twenty-one years; and he 
expressed this affection according to the manner 
of the eastern people. In the same way the father 
expressed his affection for the prodigal son, when 
he returned, as we read in Luke xv, 20. 


30. What do you learn from Jacob’s words, 
' & Now let me die?” 


That Jacob had a great desire to see Joseph before 
he dicd; so much so, that it satisfied him fully, 
and he felt as if he had no*other purpose in life. It 
is probable also that he now was assured of Jo- 
seph’s good fortune, which had been intimated in 
the dream of the sun, moon, and stars. 


60 
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Is there any passage in the New Testament 

very much like this ? 

There is one in Luke iii, 29-35, very much like it, 
but more beautiful and more important. It is 
old Simeon when he saw the child Jesus. (Read 
these verses.) 


Examp e IIJ,— Bible Questions. 


Chap. xlv, verses 25, 26. What did they tell 
their parent on their return? How did he 
receive the declaration ? 

Ver. 27, 28. How was he at length convinced ? 
What then said he ? 

Chap. xlvi, ver. 1. Where was Israel residing 
when he received Joseph’s message? 
Whither did he come, and what did he 
there? Why does he offer sacrifice pre- 
viously to his removal ? 

Ver. 2-4. What happened for his encourage- 
ment at Beer-sheba? What promise did 
he receive? Is it probable that he had 
some doubts about the propriety of going ; 
and what may we suppose would occasion 
them? See Gen. xxvi, 1-3; chap. xv, 
13, 14, and xii, 7. 

5-7. On receiving these assurances what did 
he? What did he take with him? 

26. How many males came with him into 

_. Egypt? | 

27. How many of his family were now there 
altogether? How do you reconcile this 
statement with Acts vii, 142 
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28. By whom did he send word to Joseph of 
his approach ? 
29. When Joseph heard it what did he? What 
may we learn from this as to the state of 
the arts and sciences in Egypt at that 
time? See also chap. xli, verse 43. How 
did he meet his aged father after their long 
and painful separation ? 
30. How does Jacob express his satisfaction 
and joy at the meeting ? 





LESSON XXVII. 
Genesis, chapter xlvii, verses 5-13, 27-31. 
Examp ie [.—Teztual Questions. 


Ver. 5. Who spake unto Joseph? Whom did 
he say had come unto Joseph ? 

6. What did he say was before him? Where 
did he tell him to make his father and 
brethren to dwell? In what particular 
place did he say let them dwell? What 
did he say if he knew? What did he say 
he should make these active men ? 

7. Whom did Joseph bring in? Before whom 
did he set him? What did Jacob do to 
Pharaoh ? 

8. What did Pharaoh ask Jacob ? 

9..How many years did Jacob say was his 

. pilgrimage? What did he say of the days 
of the years of his life? What did he say 
he had not attained unto? 


* 
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What did Jacob again unto Pharaoh? 
What did he do when he had blessed him? 
Whom did Joseph place? In what land 
did he give them a possession? What 
was that part where they were placed 
called? Who had commanded this ? 
What did Joseph do for his father and 
brethren? With what did he nourish 
them ? 

What was there not in all the land? Why 
not? What did the land of Egypt and 
the land of Canaan by reason of the 
famine ? 

In what land did Israel dwell? In what 
country? What had they there? What 
is said of them while dwelling there? 
How long did Jacob live in the land of 
Egypt? What was the whole age of 
Jacob? 

What time drew nigh? Whom did he 
call? What did he say to him? Where 


- did he say he should not bury him ? 


Where did he say he would lie? From 
whence did he say Joseph should carry 
him? And-where should he bury him ? 
What did Joseph say ? 

What did he bid him do? Did Joseph 
swear unto him? Where did Israel bow 


himself ? 


Exampte [l.—Jatellectual Questions. 


Ver. 6. What is meant by “the land of Egypt 


is before thee 2?” 
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The whole land is at thy disposal. Choose out of 
it the best place for thy father and brethren to 
dwell. 


What is meant by “ men of activity 2” 


Men of talents and enterprise : practical men; men 
of business. 


What is méant by “rulers over my cattle?” 


Make them shepherds: give them charge over my 
cattle. 


7. What do you learn from Joseph’s presenting : 
his father to Pharaoh ? 


That he was a dutiful, obedient son; and such as 
all children ought to be. 


What is the meaning of “set him before 
Pharaoh ?”” 


He introduced him to Pharaoh, and made them 
acquainted with each other. 


What is the meaning of “ Jacob blessed 
Pharaoh ?”’ 


He saluted him with ‘‘Peace be unto thee.” It 
may mean more: it may be Jacob, under Divine 
inspiration, invoked the blessing of God upon 
Pharaoh. ; 


8. What should we do when we hear the ques- 
tion, ** How old art thou?” 


We should examine ourselves, and recollect that 
our days are hastening away, and we are passing 
to the tomb. 


9. What is meant by “ pilgrimage %” 
‘Its true meaning, in the text, is, that Jacob had 
always been wandering about from Mesopotamia, 


through Canaan, to Egypt ; and this was a strong 
indication that he had no home on earth; that 
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he was from home, and that his home was in 
heaven. We are all pilgrims, or ought to be. 
We are here only for a season. In a few days 
we shall be in heaven or in hell, where will be 
our eternal home. 


What was Jacob’s opinion of this pilgrimage ? 
That it was very short. He says the days of it had 
been few. That it was a pilgrimage of sorrow 


and trouble: his days had not only been few, but 
“evil.” 


Is this the common lot of all pilgrims 2 


It is, and must be. We who are young may think 
our days will be many and pleasant: but we shall 
find our mistake : they will be like Jacob’s, *‘ few 
and evil.” Let us therefore prepare to meet our 
God in peace. 


11. Were Rameses and Goshen the same 


place ? 

They were the same: place, called by these two 
names. 

Why is this called the “best part of the 
land ?” 


Not because it was the most fertile; but it was best 
for pasture, and of course suited Jacob a his 
sons best, as they were herdsmen. 


12. What is meant by “ nourished ?” 
Supported and fed them with bread. 


What is meant by the “ famine was sore?” 


There was great want, whiely produced great 
distress. 


What is meant by the lands “ fainted by rea- 
son of the famine 2”? 


Kr 


\ 
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The people fell into great fear lest they should 
starve : their hearts failed them. 


27. What is meant by “grew and multiplied 
exceedingly ?” 
Their people and substance increased greatly. They 
became very numerous, 
Was this promised to any of their fathers ? 
We learn it was particularly promised to Abraham, 
Gen. xiii, 16, and repeatedly renewed to him and 
to Isaac also. 
28. How old was Jacob when he came into 
Egypt 2 
One hundred and thirty years. 
29. What is meant by “Israel must die?” 


The time was at hand when he was about to die. 
It is probable that he was very infirm from age, 
and was also sick, so that he could not recover. 


Why, of all his sons, did he call Joseph ? 


Because he had power to do what he was about to 
request. 


What is the meaning of, “If I have found 
grace in thy sight?” 


If I have thy favour ; if thou lovest me, and wilt be 
disposed to gratify me. 


What is the meaning of, “] pray thee ?” 

I earnestly entreat thee. 

What did Israel intend by making Joseph put 
his hand under his thigh? 


_ He meant to make the oath he asked him to take 
the more solemn and binding.. It was an ancient 
manner of swearing. | 
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30. What is meant by, “I will lie with my 
fathers ?” 


I will be buried with them. 


31. What do you understand by, “ Swear unto 
me ?” 

Not swear profanely or wickedly; but take an cath 
to bind you to do what you promise, and to assure 
me of its fulfilment. 

What is the meaning of, “ He bowed him- . 

self upon the bed’s head?” 


Hither he had been sitting up in the bed, and was 
; tired and fell back on his pillow; or he sat up in 
the bed, and bowed himself on his staff, and wor- 
shipped God. It may simply mean, he bowed 

his head down upon his bed, and worshipped 


Examere [II.—Bible Questions. 


Ver. 5, 6. What directions did Pharaoh give 
concerning them ? 

7-10. What next do we read of Joseph? What 
did Jacob to Pharaoh? What is meant 
by blessing him? What did the king 
inquire? What did the patriarch reply ? 

11. Where then did Joseph locate his father 
and family ? 

12. What did Joseph for them ? 

13. What was the state of the land at this 
time ? 

27. Where did Jacob and his family reside? 
What was their condition ? 

28. How long did-Jacob reside in Egypt? 
What was his entire age ? 

29-31. When Israel was drawing near his end, 
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what did he make Joseph swear? Why 
was he so anxious to be buried in Ca- 
naan? When he had received this as- 
surance from Joseph, what is he said to 
have done? How do you understand this 
expression? See Heb. xi, 21. Why did 
he worship then ? 


LESSON XXVIII. 
Genesis, chapter xlviii, verses 1-21. 


Exampre I.—Teztual Questions. 


Ver. 1. What did one tell Joseph? Whom did 
he take with him? What were their 
names ? 

2. What did one tell Jacob? What did Israel 
do first? What did he do after he strength- 
ened himself ? 

3. What did Jacob say to Joseph of God? In 
what land did God appear unto him? 
What did he do for him when he appeared 
unto him 2 

4. What did he say to him? (Repeat the 
verse.) What did he say he would make 
him? What did he say he would make 
of him? What did he say he would give 
to his seed after him? What. would he 

‘give it for? 

5. What was born to Joseph in the land of 

Egypt? When were they born? Whose 
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did Israel say they were? As which of 
his sons should they be his ? 

6. Whose children did Jacob say those should 
be which Joseph might have after this ? 

“7. From whence was he coming when Rachel 
died? By whom did Rachel die? In 
what land did she die? But a little way 
from what place did she die? What did 
Jacob do with her? What other name is 
given to Ephrath ? 

8. Whom did Israel see? What did he say? 

9. Who did Joseph say they were? Who 
did he say had given them to him? Where 
had God given them to him? To whom 
did Jacob tell Joseph to bring them? 
What did he say he would do to them? 

10. How were the eyes of Israel? What did 
Jacob do when they were brought near to 
him ? 

11. What did Israel say he had not thought to 
see? What did he say God had showed 
him ? 

12. Who brought the boys out? From whence 
did he bring them? What did he do when 
he had brought them out? 

13. Whom did Joseph take? How did he take 

_ them? (Repeat the verse.) What did he 
do with them when he had thus taken 
them ? 

14. Which hand did Israel lay on Ephraim’s 
head? and which upon Manasseh’s? How 
did he guide his hands? Why did he 
guide them thus? 
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What did he do to Joseph? In what words 
did he bless him? (Repeat the 15th and 
16th verses.) Who walked before God? 
What had God done to him all his life 
long? 

What had the Angel done to him? Whom 
did he pray that this Angel might bless? 
Whose name did he pray might be named 
upon them ? 

On whose head did Joseph see his father 
had laid his right hand? How did he lke 
it? What did he do? On whose head 
was he going to place his father’s hand 2 
What did Joseph say to his father? (Re- 
peat the verse.) 

Did his father refuse? . What did he say? 
(Repeat the verse.) What should Manas- 
seh become? What should Ephraim, the 
younger brother, become ? 

What did he do to them that day? In 
what words did he bless them? (Repeat.) 
What did Israel say to Joseph? What did 
he say God would do? 


Exampte Il.—Intellectual Questions. 


1. What good lesson do you learn from 
Joseph’s visiting his father now that he 
was sick ? 


That he was a dutiful son; kind, affectionate ; even 


mindful of, and disposed to reverence his father. 


What commandment did he keep in doing 


this ? 


' 
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’ The fifth commandment, which says, ‘‘ Honour thy 
father and thy mother.” 


2. What is meant by “he strengthened him- 
self?” 
He called forth all the remaining strength he had, 
that he might sit up in the bed and receive his 
sons. 


3. Is this appearance of the Lord to him at 
Luz mentioned in the Scriptures? 

It is mentioned several times in Gen. xxviii, 10-19, 
and Gen. xxxv, 6-15. oe these verses in the 
class aloud.) 

4, Of whom does the Paid speak as mentioned 
in this verse ¢ 


Of Jacob. 


Is not this the sare promise that had -been 
made to Abraham and Isaac repeatedly ? 


It is the same exactly. 


5. What is meant by his saying, The sons of 
Joseph “ are mine, as Reuben and Simeon 
they shall be mine?” 

He intended to adopt them in the family of his own 
sons, so as to make them heirs of the temporal 
and spiritual promises which belonged to his own 
sons. 


6. What did Jacob mean by saying that the 
children born to Joseph after this should 
be his own, and called by his name? 

They should be for his own particular heirs, to have 
his name and inheritance. 'They should be called 
the children of Joseph, as Ephraim and Manas. 
seh were taken out of the family of Joseph and 

13 
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adopted into the family of Jacob, they would be | 


reckoned as the family of Jacob. 


9. What good lesson do we learn from the 


| 


words of Joseph, ‘They are my sons, | 


whom God hath given me in this place?” 
That every good gift comes from God; and that 
our life, our existence is from him. 


What should this teach us? 


It should teach us to fear God; to love him; to 
serve him. For he can take away all we have in 
a moment, and our lives too. 


10. What do you learn from the words, “ He | 


kissed them and embraced them ?” 


“That Jacob was an affectionate, tender-hearted ) 


parent, caring much for his children, Our pa- 
rents generally love us much; but we too often 
do not esteern their love as did Joseph, and as 
we ought to do. ‘Children, obey your parents.” 


11. What do you learn from this verse? 


That Jacob had long despaired of seeing Joseph 
alive, but that he was now very sensible of the 
goodness and love of God, in not only permitting 
him to see Joseph’s face, but his children also. 


Is not the goodness of God often greater 
than we expect, and always greater than 
we deserve ? 

It is: and if we were to be more careful in noticing 


these things, we should be more contented with 
our lots in life. 


12. From between whose knees did Joseph 


bring his sons ? 
From between Jacob’s, 


Who bowed himself? 
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Joseph, doubtless, in reverence io his father. This 
is another instance of his respect for his father. 
We should always reverence our parents. 


13. How did Joseph present his sons to 
Jacob ? 


In such a manner as that the right hand of Jacob 
should rest on Manasseh, and his left hand on 
Ephraim, because Manasseh was the eldest, and 
he wished the right hand to be placed on his 
head, because the right hand was the most pro- 
pitious. 

Why did not Jacob place his hands on 1 the 

heads of the lads as Joseph desired? 

Because he was assured by the inspiration of God 
that. Ephraim would excel Manasseh in great- 
ness. ; 

Was it common to lay hands on the head 

when blessing an individual ? 

It was, and is yet in some cases, as in ordaining 
ministers. 

15. What God was it Jacob invoked to bless 
the sons of Joseph? 

The God of his fathers; whom his fathers had 
proved to be true. 


What is meant by “ Fed me all my life long 
until this day ?” 


He meant to express his entire dependence on God 
for food. Hence our Lord teaches us to pray, 
‘* Give us day by day our daily bread.” 


16. Who is meant by ‘the Angel that redeemed 
him ?” 


The Lord Jesus Christ, who frequently appeared 
unto the patriarchs, See Genesis xvi, 7 
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What is meant by, “ Let my name be named 
on them?” 
Let them be accounted as part of my own family. 


17, 18. Why was Joseph displeased ? 
He was grieved because ‘his father preferred the 
younger to the elder, and hence made an attempt 
to change the hands, (verse 17.) 
19. What is meant by, “ His father refused?” 


He would not consent to change his hands, and 
gave as a reason what is said in verses 19, 20. 
(Repeat them.) 


Examere IlI.—Bible Questions. 


Ver. 1. What tidings were now brought to 
Joseph? What then did he? 

2. What did Jacob when told of Joseph’s com- 
ing ? 

3, 4. What events of his life does the patriarch 

~ relate in these verses ? 

5, 6. What does he promise concerning 
Ephraim and Manasseh? Why does he 
say, ‘* As Reuben and Simeon?” 

7. What does he relate of Rachel’s death and 
burial? Why did he mention that occur- 
rence here ? 

8. What is related in this verse? In what 
sense is the word “+ beheld” used? Ver. 10. 

. See also chap. xlii, verse 1. 

9-12. What does Joseph reply to his father’s 
question? What then said Israel? What 
did Joseph, and how did Israel express his 
affection for his sons? How does the 





12. 


13. 


14. 


15, 


17, 


19, 


21. 


22. 
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aged patriarch then acknowledge the good- 
ness of God toward him? 

What reasons can you assign for the facts 
stated in this verse ? 

What is related in verse 137 Why did 
Joseph present Manasseh, the elder, to 
his father’s right hand, and Ephraim to 
his left? 

What order does Israel observe in blessing 
them? Why does he thus reverse Jo- 
seph’s intention ¢ 
16. Whom does the patriarch bless in 
these verses? What blessings did he 
pronounce upon them? By what names 
does he here designate the Almighty ? 

18. How did Joseph feel when he saw the 
principal blessing conferred on the young- 
er, and the inferior on the elder? How 
did he attempt to reverse it, and what said 
he? 

20. How did Israel confirm what he had 
done? What prophecy does he then 
deliver ? 

What farther did he predict? Whom did 
this prophecy concern ;—Joseph in per- 
son, or his posterity? Was it fulfilled to 
Joseph personally? Chap. i, verse 26 ; 
Exod. xii, 19. 

What grant is made to the children of Jo- 
seph in this verse? How was this accom- 
plished? Joshua xvii, 2,14, and xx, 7; 
John iv, 5. Of whom did Israel procure 
Shechem? See chap. xxxiii, 19. What 
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occurrence is signified in the assertion that 
he took this out of the hand of the Amo- 
rite with his sword and bow ? 


What may we learn as to our duty to infirm 
and dying parents? 

How should we esteem their benediction ? 

How are those marriages distinguished which 
are formed in prudence and affection? 
Verse 7. 

What may we learn on the subject of Divine 
election from E:phraim’s being preferred to 
Manasseh ? 

If the Lord see proper to raise others above 
ourselves in worldly honour and pros- 
perity, how ought we to feel and be- 
have ? 

How ought we to feel under the unmerited 
blessings of the Lord? Verse 11. 

What may we learn from Joseph’s bowing 
himself before his aged parent? Verse 12. 

How should young persons behave toward 
the aged? Job xxxii, 4, 6, 7. 

What lesson should we learn from Joseph’s 
attempting to change the order of his 
father’s benediction? Verse 17. 

For what purposes was it customary in an- 
cient times to practise imposition of hands ? q 
Ley. i, 4, xxiv, 14; Num. viii, 20; Deut. 
xxxiv, 9; Acts vi, 6 ; 1 Tim. iv, 14; Matt. 
xix, 15; Acts viii, 18. 
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From what may we believe did the patriarch’s 
calmness in view of death arise? 

What may we learn from this? 

To whom does he ascribe his prosperity and 
happiness, and to whom does he commend 
his children? Verse 16. 

Who is the Redeeming Angel ? 

Through whom did the patriarch expect his 
seed would be brought to the pengnesd 
land? 

Through whom alone can we be brought to 
the promised inheritance of the saints? 





LESSON XXIX. 


‘Genesis, chapter xlix, verses 1, 2, 33; and chapter 
1, verses 1-13. 


Exampe I.—Teztual Questions. 


Chap. xlix, ver. 1. When Jacob was about dy- 
ing unto whom did he call? What did he 
say to them? Why should they come 
together ? 

Ver. 2. Whose sons did he call them? Unto 
whom did he bid them hearken? (Read 
on to verse 33. in these remarks Jacob 
speaks by inspiration, and foretels the 
fortunes of his sons.) 

Reuben was Jacob’s first born, and hence 
called the beginnimg of his strength. For 
his misconduct Jacob declared he should 
not excel; and it is remarkable that the 

* 
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tribe of Reuben never rose to eminence. 
Verses 3, 4. 

Simeon and Levi were brethren, and alike in 
their dispositions : they were cruel, deceit- 
ful, and vindictive. Jacob dreaded and ab- 
horred their dispositions, and God in mercy 
scattered them in Israel, that they might not 
combine and do mischief. Verses 5, 6, 7. 

Judah: »his name signifies praise; and 
these verses describe the glory of the tribe 
of Judah, from whom should spring the 
Lord of life and glory, called Shiloh, 
(verse 10,) and “ the Lion of the tribe of 
Judah,” Rev. v, 5. See Dr. Clarke on 
verses 8-12. 

Zebulun was to be a commercial, sea-faring 
tribe. Verse 13. 

Issachar was to become an agricultural peo- 
ple, and averse from war, was to submit 
patiently to tribute. Verses 14, 15. 

Dan was to be more remarkable for cunning 
than valour, and hence he was to conquer 
by stratagem: this agrees with his con- 
quest of Laish, Judges xviii, 16, 17. 

Gad: of him very little is said, and that lit- 
tle doubtful. Verse 19. See Dr. Clarke. 

Asher’s portion of land was to be very fer- 
tile, as we find was the case. Verse 20. 


Naphtali: it is difficult to understand this | 


prophecy. See Dr. Clarke. 
Joseph: the fruitfulness of his sons, the 
treatment he had received from his bre- 
_ thren, his final glorious fortune by the 
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+ blessing of God, and the plenty and pros- 

perity which should attend his posterity, 
are noticed here. Verses 22-26. 

Benjamin was to be ferocious and. warlike, 
which we find to have been the fact in the 
wars between the tribe of Benjamin and 
the other tribes. Verses 27, 28. 

33. What. di Jacob make an end of? What 
then did he do? Unto whom was he _ga- 
thered ? ¢ 

Chap. |, ver. 1. Who fell upon his father’s face? 
What did he do there ? 

Ver. 2. What did Joseph command the Egyp- 
tian physicians to do? 

3. How many days were fulfilled for him? 
Who mourned for him? How long? 

4. What were past?. Who spoke unto the 
house of Pharaoh? What did he say? 
(Repeat. ) 

. What did he say his father had made him 
swear? What did he ask to let him do? 

6. What did Pharaoh answer ? 

7. Who went up to bury Jacob? Who went 
with him 2 

8. Whose house went up to the burial? Who 
went with Joseph’s house ? 

9. What went up with them? What did this 
make ? 

10. Unto what place did they come? Where 
was this? What did they do there? 
During how many days did they make a 
lamentation ? : t 

41. The inhabitants of what land saw this 


11s 
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mourning? What did they say? What 
did they call the place ? 

12. How did his sons do? 

13. Repeat this verse. 


Examp.e [J.—Intellectual ‘Questions. 


Chap. xlix, ver. 1. What is meant by the last 
days ? ta 

In after times: ee their posterity should be set. 
tled in the land ¢ Canaan. 

Does Jacob speak -in the following verses of 
his sons personally, or of their poste- 
rity 2 

Of their posterity : he speaks the prophecies in the 
verses from 3 to 26. 

How could Jacob foretel these things ? 

Because the Spirit of God rested on him, and he 
spake as he was moved by the Holy Ghost. 

Is it probable that there is any peculiar spirit 
of foresight connected with one’s dying 
hour ? 

There is not necessarily, yet there is supposed to be 
something impressive in the dying words of a 
fellow being. It is good for children to listen to 
the dying admonitions of their parents. 

Ver. 33. What is meant by Jacob’s “com- 
“manding his sons 2” 

He enjoined them to carry him into Canaan to be 
buried. 

What is meant by, « He gathered up his feet 

into the bed?” 


It is probable he was silting on the bed side, leaning 
on his staff, while he was speaking ; and when he 
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ceased he lifted up his feet into the bed, stretched 
himself upon it, and expired. 


What is meant by, * And was gathered to 
his people ?” 

He was received into heaven, where he found 
Abraham and Isaac. 


Chap. |, ver. 1. What does Joseph’s weeping 
__ and kissing his father prove ? 
” at he was an affectionate son, and felt keenly 
the loss of his father. 


How should we mourn for our friends when 
they die? Ns 
The apostle says, 1 Thess. iv, 13, 14, we should not 
sorrow ‘‘as those who have no hope.” We 
should be resigned, knowing that we shall meet 
our friends in heaven, if they and we are faithful 
to the grace given, 


Ver. 2. What is meant by, “ They embalmed 
Israel 2” 


They preserved his body, and prepared it so that it 
would not decay. 


Can you tell how they did this ? 


In numerous ways: most generally they first ex- 
tracted the brain by means of a crooked iron, 
through the nose: then cut into the bowels and 
took them out: then injected palm wine, and 
thus washed the interior parts, and then filled it 
with coarsely pounded myrrh and cassia, but not 
frankincense ; after this they laid it in nitre or 
saltpetre for seventy days. Hence the Egyptians 
are said (verse 3) to have mourned for Jacob 
“three score and ten days,” while his body was 
embalming. : 


Were the Egyptians famous for embalming? 
Very famous, and very successful. Some of the 
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bodies which they embalmed three thousand years 
since are still’ preserved; they are now called 
mummies. 


4. Why did Joseph request the house of Pha- 
raoh to speak for him to the king, and not 
speak himself? 


Because he was now in mourning apparel, and it 
was not proper for him to appear before Pharaoh 
in such a dress, and not proper to put it off yet. 
(Examine Dr. Clarke for more information on this 
lesson.) oo 


Exampre IIL—Bible Questions. + 


Chap. xlix, 1, 2. For what purpose does Israel 
now call his sons together? Does he 
foretel what was to happen to them per- 
sonally, or to their posterity?’ In whom 
then are we to look for the fulfilment of 
these predictions? What is meant by the 
phrase, “In the last days?” See also 
Joel ii, 28; Acts ii, 17; Numbers xxiv, 
14; Daniel ii, 28; 2 Tim. ini, 1. 

Chap. 1, verse 1. How did Joseph show his 
affection for his deceased parent, and his 
sorrow at his death? 

Ver. 2. What orders did he issue? What did 
the physicians? What is embalming? 
Was this peculiar to Egypt? What part of 
our Saviour’s history does this illustrate ? 

3. What is related in the 3d verse? How long 
was required to complete the process of 
embalming? How long were the Jews 
accustomed to mourn for great men? 

t Deut. xxxiv, 8; Num. xx, 29. 


4. 
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When the days of mourning were accom- 
plished, what request did Joseph make of 
Pharach? Why did he desire others to 
speak to the king, rather than do it him- 
self? Esther iv, 2 


6. What said the king to his request? 
7-8. What then did Joseph? Who went with 


him to the burial? For what purpose did 
they go? 


10. Whither did they come? What did they 


il. 


here? How long did their mourning con- 
tinue ? 

What remark did the Canaanites make 
when they saw the funeral ? 


12, 13. What request of the father did the 


sons fulfil ? 


What may we learn from verse 1, as to 
moderate sorrow for the death of pious 
friends ? 

By whose authority was mourning allowed 
for thirty days ? 

By what authority is fictitious mourning now 
continued longer? 

What may we learn from verse 5, as to the 
commands of deceased parents ? 

Who was Jacob, that the Egyptians should 
do him such distinguished honour ? 

What may we learn from this ? 

Why did the brethren fo Joseph, as in 
verse 13.. 
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LESSON XXX. 
Genesis, chapter 1, verses 14-26. 


Exampxe I.—Tesxtual Questions. 


Ver. 14. Who returned into Egypt? Who 
returned with him? When did they re- 
turn ? 

15. Who saw that their father was dead? 
What did they see? What did they then 
say? (Repeat last part.) 

16. What did they send unto Joseph? To 
whom did they send? What did they 
say? When did he say what is here 
stated ? 

17. Unto whom did they say their father had 
bid them speak thus? How or what 
should they speak? (Repeat.) What 
was Joseph to forgive? What had his 
brethren done unto them? Whose ser- 
vants were his brethren? What did Jo- 
seph do when they spake thus unto him? 

18. Where did his brethren go? What did 
they do? What did they say? 

19. What did Joseph say to them? In whose 
place did Joseph say he was? 

20. What did his brethren think against him? 
What did God mean it unto? To bring 
what to pass ? 

21. What did he say now? What did he say 
he would do? What did he do to them? 
How did he speak unto them ? 


22. 


23. 


24. 
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Where did Joseph dwell? Who else dwelt — 
there? How long did he live? 

Whose children did he see? Unto what 
generation did he see Ephraim’s children? 
Whose children are mentioned next? 
Where were they brought up? 

What did Joseph say unto his brethren ? 
Who did he say would surely visit them ? 
Out of what should God bring them? Into 
what land should he bring them ? 


25. What did Joseph take of the children of 


26. 


Ver. 


Israel? Who did he say should surely 
visit them? What should they carry up 
from hence? 

What then happened to Joseph? How 
old was he? What did they do to him? 
Where did they put him ? 


Exampre 11.—Iniellectual Questions. 


15. What is meant by “they saw that 
their father was dead ?” 


They considered that their father was dead. 

What is meant by “ peradventure ?” 

Perhaps ; it is probable. 

What is meant by “requite us all the 


evil,” &c? 


He will be revenged upon us for our cruelty to him. 
Does not this whole verse show the power 


of a guilty conscience ? 


It does very forcibly. It proves clearly that there 


is no peace to the wicked. The conscience will 
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be sensible of its guilt, and this will destroy all 
peace of mind. ; 


16. Is it probable that this statement is true? 


It is more than probable that it is true. Jacob 
knew Joseph was but a man, and might, when he 
was dead, remember the cruelty of his brethren, 
and visit their wickedness upon them. He thought 
his dying request would have a tendency te 
restrain him, if he had any thoughts of revenge 
upon his brethren, now they were in his power. 


17. What does their asking for pardon, in this 
verse, prove ? 
It proves the deep sense of guilt which rested on 


their minds for their eruelty in selling Joseph 
into Egypt. 


What made Joseph weep when he heard 
these messengers ? 


There may have been several causes; the chief 
was doubtless the recollection of his father’s 
dying injunction, and also the thoughts of the 
humility of his brethren, and his own good 
fortune. 


19. What is meant by, “I am in the place of 
God?” 


As God is the giver of all good, he hath made me 
to be the instrument of nourishing you and your 
little ones during the famine. God hath made 
me a preserver unto you. 


20. What is meant by, “Ye thought evil 
against me 2” 

Ye were envious, and intended to destroy me: but 
God permitted this evil in you, and hath brought 
much good out of it. .It was of his particular 
providence that I came down into Egypt, that I 
might be the instrument of saving your lives. 
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21. What is meant by, “ Fear ye not ?” 


Do not be cast down,—do not be alarmed for your 
safety. I have no intention to hurt you. 


What is meant by, “TI will nourish you and 


your little ones ?” 
I will supply you with food. 


What is meant by, “‘ He comforted them?” 


He soothed their fears by speaking kindly unto 
» them. 
23. What is meant by “ the third generation ?” 

He saw Ephraim’s Bem, and grandson, and great 
grandson, 

What is meant by, “ Were brought up upon 
Joseph’s knees ?” 

They lived in his house, and were educated by him. 


24. What is meant by, “I die?” 

1 am about to die: I am dying. 

What do you understand by, “ God will 

surely visit you?” 

God will not forget you, but will come to you, and 
be with you, and bless you, and do you good; 
and this he would do by bringing them out of 
Egypt into Canaan 

25. What do you understand by J oseph “ took 
an oath ?” 

He made them solemnly promise, 


What was this promise ? 


‘That they should bring his bones from Egypt into 
Canaan. 


26. What is meant by, “ hey embalmed him?” 
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They preserved his body by spices, myrrh, cassia, 


&c, as they had done his father. 


What do you infer from Joseph’s being “ put 


in a coffin 2” 


That he was had in great honour, as this was a rare 


distinction in those days and in that country. In 
the time of our Lord it was not common to bury 
ordinary persons in coffins. He was wrapped in 
linen. In our day the poorest people have coffins: 
not so in the east, and in the days of Joseph. 


Examprir IIl.—Bible Questions. 


Ver. 14. What is recorded in verse 142 


ilo: 


16. 
lee 


18. 


What did Joseph’s brethren begin to sur- 
mise ? 

What measure did they adopt? 

What did they direct the messenger to say? 
How did it affect Joseph? Why did he 
weep ? 

What then did his brethren, and what ac- 
knowledgment do they make? 


19-21. How did their brother receive them 2 
What said he? What did he mean by 


22. 


23. 
24. 


25. 


saying, “Am I in God’s stead?” Rom. 
xil, 19. For what purpose did he say he 
had been sent? What did he promise to 
do for them? 

How long was Joseph’s life? How long 
was he governor of Egypt? 

Whose children did he live to see? 

What then occurred, and what did Joseph 
say? 

For what purpose did he then exact an 
oath of them? Why did he wish his 
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bones taken to Canaan? Why did he 
wish them to carry his bones up with them 
to Canaan, rather than to bury them there, 
as they had done their father ? 

26. How did they prepare after his death to 
execute his wish ¢ 


Who are most apt to suspect others of crime, 
and why? 

What principle does Joseph exhibit in verses 
24, 252 

The Israelites were comfortably situated in 
Egypt :—why then did Joseph wish them 
to leave there? 

What duty may we learn from this fact? 

Down to what year does the book of Genesis 
bring us? 

What are the principal events recorded in 
this book ? 

Who are the principal personages whose his- 
tory is given ? 

What portions of the Divine administration 
does it unfold ? 

What are the most remarkable types of Christ 
in this book ? 
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LESSON XXXT. 


Exodus, chapter i, verses 1-14, 22. 


Examere I.—Textual Questions. 


Ver. 1. Whose names are mentioned in this 


lesson? Into what country did they 
come? With whom did they come? 


2, 3, 4. What are the names of Israel’s sons, 


10. 


11. 


as mentioned in these verses ?> How many 
are there ? 


. How many souls came out of the loins of 


Jacob? Who was in Egypt alreadv?. How 
many sons had Jacob in all? 


. Who died? (Repeat the verse.) 
. How were the children of Israel? What 


did they do? How did they wax? What 
was filled with them? 


. What rose up? Over what land? Whom 


did he not know? 

Unto whom did he speak? What did he 
say? How did he say the children of 
Israel were 2 
What did he say “let us” do? Why 
would they do this? What did he say 
might fall out? What did he say the 
children of Israel might do then? And 
fight against whom? And get them up 
where ? 

What did they set over them? For what 
purpose did they set them over them? 
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What did they build for Pharaoh? What 
were the names of these cities ? 

12. What did the Israelites, the more they 
afflicted them? How were they affected 
because of the children of Israel 2 

13. What did the Egyptians make the children 
of Israel do? How did they make them 
serve ? : 

14. How did they make their lives?) By what 
means did they make their lives bitter? 
How was all their service wherein they 
made them serve ? 


All this cruelty did not prevent the increase 
of the Israelites. The king of Egypt then 
commanded the midwives to destroy all 
the male children as soon as they were 
born. But God interfered, and put into 
the hearts of these midwives to save these 
little innocent children alive. In this we 
see the goodness and faithfulness of God. 


Exampre I].—Jniellectual Questions. 


What is the meaning of the name of this 
book, “ Exodus ?” 


It is a Greek word, and simply signifies the going 
out; i.e. the going out of the children of Israel 
from the land of Egypt. 


Ver. 1. What is meant by “the children. of 
Israel ?”” 
The posterity of Israel ; not his immediate children, 
What is meant by “ household?” 
All belonging to the same family. 
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5. Were these seventy souls actually the chil- 
dren of Jacob ? ; 
They were not: they were those that went down 
into Egypt with him, and constituted his house- 
hold, which included the children of his sons, 
and some of his great grandchildren. 


6. What is meant by “all Joseph’s brethren ?” 


The sons of Jacob, and those of the children who 
were acquainted with Joseph. 

What is meant by “all that generation ?” 

All the Egyptians which had lived in the lifetime 
of Joseph. 

7. What is meant by “the children of Israel 
were fruitful, and increased abundantly, 
and multiplied, and waxed exceedingly 
mighty ?” 

They were very fruitful, and their children mul- 
tiplied, and became very numerous ;—so that in 
about two hundred and fifteen years they num- 
bered upward of six hundred thousand, beside 
old men, women, and children. (See Dr. Clarke.) 
Their substance also multiplied greatly ; and the 
consequence was, ‘the land was filled with them.” 

What special promises were fulfilled in this 

increase 2 

The promises made to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, 
and repeated several times. (See particularly 
Gen. xiii, 16.) 

8. What is meant by “ there arose a new king 
over Egypt?” 


A person came to the throne who had not lived in 
the days of Joseph. 


What is meant by he “+ knew not Joseph?” 








ee BOOK. 215 


Most probably, that he di not approve of Joseph's” 
policy, which had been the salvation of Egypt :-— 
he did not acknowledge any obligation to Joseph. 


Is it not frequently the case that kindness 

and good deeds are forgotten ? 

Very generally the vase. We can have but cne 
never-failing, everlasting Friend, and that is God ; 
in whom we should all trust, and whom we 
should obey. Z 


9. What is meant by “ he said unto his people 2?” 


He spake to his courtiers: he called a council of his 
ministers and officers. ‘9 


What is meant by they are “‘more and mightier 
than we 2?” 

It seems probable that it means, the children of 
Israel are more numerous, and more strong and 
robust than we. 

10. What is meant by “ let us deal wisely with 
them ?” 

Let us be cunning, and lay our plans to cripple their 
power, and prevent their increase. 

Why was this advice given? 


Through fear, lest the people of Israel should join 
the enemy in case of a war, and thus make their 
escape out of bondage, and out of Egypt. 


11. What is meant by “ task masters ?” 


Persons who should appoint them their tasks, or. 
portions of labour, and exact it of them, and see 
that they did it. 


What were these task masters to do? 


They were to afflict them by appointing them very 


heavy burdens, which were intended to break 
+ 


bial oe 
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them down, and to prevent their multiplication — 
to destroy them by labour. 

What did these task masters employ them in 

building ? 

“Treasure cities,” or public granaries, in which the 
king’s corn might be laid up. But some suppose 
they built the celebrated pyramids of Egypt. So 
Josephus, book ii, chap. ix. 

Was this affliction of the people of Israel 

shown to any of their ancestors ? 

It was particularly made known to Abraham in a 
vision, as we read in Gen, xv, 13. (Read it.) 

12. How did this severe rigour affect the chil- 
dren of Israel ? 

Under the providence of God it made them more 
fruitful and prosperous. 

Do persecutions of Christians generally injure 

them ? 

Tt does not; nor the cause of Christ. The Church 
generally prospers when the world sets heavily 
against it. 

How did the prosperity of Israel affect the 

Egyptians ? 

It made them grieve and fret, because they were 
disappointed in not subduing them. 

Does the world generally fret at the pros- 

perity of the Church? 


It is not well pleased; it is often grieved. 
13. What is meant by “ the Egyptians made the 
children of Israel to serve with rigour?” 


They made their tasks exceedingly cruel and op- 
pressive. 
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14. What i is meant by “they made their lines 
bitter with hard bondage ?”” 
They worked. them so hard that they became weary 


of life. They worked them in building cities and 
pyramids, and in tilling the field. 


Exampce Ilf.—-Bible Questions. 


Ver. 1-4. What fact is repeated by the sacred 
historian in the first four verses? ~ What 
were the names of Israel’s sons who came 
with their households into Egypt? 

5. How many descendants had Jacob at this 
time altogether? How is the number 
seventy-five made out, as stated by Ste- 
phen in Acts vii, 14? 

6. What is related in verse 6? Where were 
the patriarchs buried who died in Egypt? 
Acts vil, 16. 

7. What is said in this verse about the people 
of Israel ? 

8. In process of time what change took place 
in the kingdom? What king is this sup- 
posed to have been? What i is meant by 
“fnew not Joseph?’ Is the verb to 
know frequently used in this sense in the 
Bible? 1 Chron. xviii, 9; Psalms i, 6 ; 
Matt. vii, 23. 

9, 10. How did the new king regard the Is- 
raelites? What counsel did he give his 
people respecting them? 

11. What policy did they then adopt? What 
are task masters, and with what kind of 
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labour did they oppress them? What 
places were they made to build? 

12. What effect had these oppressions on the 
children of Israel? How were the Egyp- 
tians affected thereby ? 

13, 14. What is related of their conduct toward 
them in these verses ? 

22. What general order did Pharaoh then 
issue? What river is here intended ? 


LESSON XXXII. 
Exodus, chapter ii, verges 1-10, 23-25. 
Examere I.—Teztual Questions. 


Ver. 1. Who went? Of what house was he? 
What did he take? Whose daughter was 
she ? 

2. What did the woman bear? What kind of 
a child was he? What did she do with 
him? How long did she hide him 2 

3. Could she hide bim any longer? What 
then did she take for him? Of what was. 
this ark made? What did she do to it? 
Where did she lay it? 

4. Who stood afar off? For what purpose? 
(“To wit,” i. e. to know.) 

5. Who came down? For what did she come 
down? Where was she going to wash 
herself? Who walked along with her? 
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What did she see?’ Whom did ‘she send 
to fetch it? 

6. What did she do with it? What did she 
see when she had opened it?) What did 
the babe do? What had she on him when 
he wept? Whose child did she say he 
was ? 

7. ‘Who spake to Pharaoh’s daughter? What 
did she say? For whom should the nurse 
‘take care of the child? 

8. What did Pharaoh’s daughter say to her? 
Whom did the maid call? 

9. Who spake to her when she came? What 
did she bid her take away? and what do 
with the child? What did she say she 
would give her ? 

10. What did the child do? Unto whom did 
she bring him? What did he become? 
What did she call his name? Why did 
she say she called him Moses ? 

23. What came to pass in process of time? 
What did the children of Israel do? Why 
did they sigh? What then did they do? 
Unto whom did their cry come? 

24. What did God hear? What did God re- 
member ? 

25. Upon whom did God Jook? ‘What had he 
unto them ? 


Exame ce II.—Jntellectual Questions. 


Ver. 1. What were the names of this man and 
the wife he took ? 
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From Num. xxvi, 59, we learn they were Amram 
and Jochebed. 


2. Who was this son? 
We learn it was Moses from the 10th verse. 


What is meant by, he “was a goodly 
child ?” 


He was perfectly well formed : he was exceedingly 
beautiful. , So says Stephen in Acts vii, 20. 


Why did his mother hide him? 

Because she feared he would perish, as Pharaoh had 
given orders to have all the Hebrew male chil- 
dren destroyed, as you may learn in the last 
chapter. 

Had the parents of Moses any idea of his 

future greatness ? 

It is probable they had, as we learn from Heb. xi, 
23, that they hid him ‘ by faith,” and ‘‘ were not 
afraid of the king’s commandment.” 

3. What were “ bulrushes ?”’ 


A reed which the Egyptians called papyrus, which 
was used for writing upon; and hence the word 
paper. 

What is meant by “an ark ?” 

A basket made of these reeds, like a cradle. 

Why did the woman “ daub it with slime and — 

pitch ?” 


To keep the water out of it when it was laid among 
the flags, where the water would be around it. 


By what river did she lay it ? 
The celebrated river Nile. 
~ What dreadful animals abound in this river? 
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The crocodile, a most ferocious creature, and the 
babe must have been much exposed. a; 
4. What is the meaning of ‘to wit ?” 
To know: to see what became of him. 


5. What is meant by “ to wash at the river ?” 

. Most likely it means the daughter of Pharaoh came 
down to perform some religious service by wash- 
ing her hands in the river, or by dipping up 
some water and pouring it out in honour of 
some god. 

Who were “ maidens ?” 
Young girls: unmarried girls. 


6, What is meant by, “ ‘She had compassion 
on him ?” 

She felt a pity for his helpless, exposed condition ; 
particularly as he was very beautiful. 

Why did she suppose this to be one of the 

“ Hebrews’ children ?” 

Because she knew her father had ordered them to 
be slain, and it was natural to suppose some 
Hebrew mother had made the effort to preserve 
her child. 

'7, 8, 9. These verses are sufficiently plain and 
easy to be understood ; but let us think of 
the goodness and care of God in arrang- 
ing all these circumstances for the preser- 
vation and future education of Moses, the 
great servant of God. — 

10. What is meant by, “He became her 
son?” : 

She adopted him, as if he had been her own son. 


She loved him, and educated him, so that he was 
Jearned in all the wisdom of the Egyptians, 
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Because she drew him out of the water, and Moses 
signifies drawn out of the water. 


23. What is meant by “ process of time ?”’ 
After a while: as days and years passed away. 


What is meant by, “ They sighed ?” 


They cried aloud, in lamentation, because of the 
grievous bondage. 

What covenant did God remember when he 

heard their groaning ? 

The covenant made with Abraham and Isaac and 
Jacob, promising to be with them and keep them, 
and make them a great nation. 

23. What is meant by, “ Had respect unto 
them 2” 


Listened to their groaning, and determined to re- 
lieve them by delivering them from their bondage. 


Examere III.—Bible Questions. 


Ver. 1. What fact is related in the first verse ? 
What were the names of this couple? 
Exod. vi, 20. 

2. Of what remarkable person were they the 
parents? How did they evade Pharaoh’s 
bloody edict? What circumstance con- 
tributed to his preservation? See verse 6, 
and Acts vii, 20. 

3. When he could no longer be concealed, 
what did his mother? What is an ark of 
bulrushes? Were such vessels common 
in ancient Egypt? See Isa. xviii, 2. 
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Where did she place him? What river is 
meant here ? 

4, Who was watching the result? 

5, 6. What distinguished personage did Provi- 
dence direct toward the place where Moses 
had been laid? For what purpose did she 
come? How was the ark discovered’ by 
the princess? When she opened it, and 
saw the babe weeping, how was she 
affected? What orders did she give? 

7. What proposal then did Moses’ sister make 2 
8. How did the princess receive it, and what 
said she? Whom then did she call? 

9. What charge then did the princess give, and 
what did she promise? Did she know 
that it was the child’s mother ? 

10. What is recorded in this verse? What do 
you understand by Moses becoming the 
princess’ son? What reason does she 
assign for calling his name Moses, and 
what does the word mean? What educa- 
tion did he receive? Acts vii, 22. What 
was the character of the Egyptians for 
learning at that period? What more is 
said of him in Acts vii, 22, and in what 
estimation was he probably held at the 
court of Pharaoh? Heb. xi, 26. 

23-25. Meanwhile, what occurred in Egypt? 
Were the children of Israel benefited by the 
death of their oppressor? Was the Lord 
unmindful of their affliction? What is said 
of the Divine regard for them? What co- 
venant had he made with Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob? 
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LESSON XXXIII. 
Exodus, chapter iii, verses 1-15. 


Exampce I.—Teriual Questions. 


Ver. 1. What did Moses keep? Whose flock 
was it?) Who was Jethro? Of what was 
he priest? To what place did he lead 
the flock? To what mountain did he 
come ? 

Who appeared unto him? In what did he 
appear unto him? Out of the midst of 
what did he appear unto him? When he 
looked upon the bush how was it? Did 

; the fire burn up the bush ? 

3. What did Moses say he would do? For 
what would he turn aside? What was 
this great sight? (Why the bush is not 
burnt. ) 

4. Who saw that he turned aside? What did 
God do then? How did God call to 
him? What did Moses answer ? 

5. What did he say to him? What did he bid 

_. him do with his shoes? Why should he 

put them off? 

. What more did he say? What did Moses 

do with his face? Why did he hide it? 

%. What did the Lord say he had surely seen ? 
Where were his people at this time? 
What had he heard?) Why had they 
cried? What did he say he knew? 

8. What did he say he had come down for? 


- 
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From what land was he to bring them up? 
Into what kind of a land was he to bring 
them? Who were there in this land? 


9. What did he say behold? What had he 


10. 


J. 


12. 


13. 


seen? 

To whom did he say he would send Mo- 
ses? ‘That he might do what? 

What said Moses unto God? 4 
What did he say certainly he would be? 
What did he say should be a token unto 
him? 

What did Moses say unto God behold? 
What did he say he would say unto the 
children of Israel? What did he say they 
would ask him? What did he ask the 
Lord in this case ? . ? 


. What did God say he should answer? 


What did he say Moses should say to the 
children of Israel? 

What farther did God say to Moses? 
What did he say this should be for ever? 
What did he say this should be to all 
generations ? ; 


Examece I].—Intellectual Questions. 


In chapter ii, verses 11, 15, we learn that 


Moses had slain an Egyptian whom he 
found smiting one of the Hebrews. On 
the next day he saw two Hebrews fight- 
ing, and he strove to separate and recon- 
cile them; but one of them asked him if 
he meant to slay him as he had done the 

15 . 
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Egyptian yesterday?’ This alarmed Moses, 
and he fled into Midian to escape the 
anger of Pharaoh. Here he married the 
daughter of Jethro, and kept his flock 
for him. This circumstance commences 
the lesson. 
Ver. 1. What is meant by “ priest of Midian ?” 
Jethro was consecrated or set apart to perform the 
religious services for the Midianites. 
Why is Horeb called “the mountain of 
God?” 
Because afterward God appeared to the Israelites 
here, and gave them the law-by Moses. 
Was it not also called “ Sinai?” 


It was, most probably for the following reason : the 
mountain had two peaks, the one was called 
Horeb, the other Sinai. 


2. Who was this “ Angel of the Lord ?” 


It was doubtless the Lord Jesus Christ, who was 
afterward made flesh for the redemption of the 
world. 


Of what was this place of fire an emblem? 

It was an emblem of the penetrating nature and 
purity of the Divine Being. Of his purifying 
power also. 3 

What may we learn from the bush’s burning, 

and yet not consumed ? 

It represents the Israelites in the furnace of afflic- 
tion, and yet not.perishing. It may also repre- 
sent the state of the Church, or individual Chris- 
tian in affliction, temptation, and trial; always 
walking through the fire, and yet unconsumed. 


3. What is meant by, “1 will now turn aside ?” 
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I will turn out of the path and examine this extra- 
ordinary matter. 


Why does he call it a “ great sight ? ye 


Because it was evidently out of the ‘usual course 
to see a bush burning, and yet ‘not con. 


sumed.” f 
4, What may we learn from God’s seeing and 
calling to Moses ? E 


We may certainly learn that God is attentive to us 
when we are attentive do his doings. 
5. What is meant by, “ Draw not nigh hither?” 
Do not approach the bush. 
Why should he not approach the bush? 


Because it was holy; and the ground about it was 
holy : hence the Lord bid him put off his shoes. 


But may not sinners draw nigh to God 
now ! 


They may through the blood of the cross: but in 
no other way. And in this way they are ex- 
horted to come ; and we should all come quickly. 


6. Why was Moses afraid to look upon Ged? 


Because he was awed by his presence, and dazzled 
by the splendour of his appearance. 


7. What may we Christians now learn from 
this paternal care of God over his ancient 
people? 

We may learn to put our trust in him: to commend 
our bodies and spirits to him, as to a faithful 
Creator ; and may particularly learn to trust in 
God in affliction. _ 

8. What land was this into which he promised 
to bring them ? 

The land of Canaan. 
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What is meant by its “flowing with milk 
and honey 2” 


It was good for pasturage, and of course the cattle 
would thus give abundance of milk: it had much 
herbage and many flowers, and of this the bees 

“. would make a plenty of honey. 


Why were the inhabitants cast out of this 
goodly land? 
Because they were wicked, and “filled up the mea- 


sure of, their. inquity ;? and thus deserved to 
perish. 


May any one fill up the measure of his ini- 
quity now 2 
Certainly; and it is likely that no man dies in his 
sins who has not first filled up the measure of his 
iniquity. Then it is just and proper that he 
should perish. 
9. What is meant by their “ cry is come unto 
me 2?” 
Their cry has arrested my attention. It has en- 
tered my ear. So has the oppression, with which 


the Egyptians have oppressed them, called my 
attention. 


11. What is meant by the question, “ Who 
am [ ?” 


It means that he was greatly astonished, and could 
not conceive how he should be able to deliver the 
2 children of Israel from their grievous bondage ; 
and was surprised and confounded that God 
* should send him to do it. 


12. What is meant by, “Certainly I will be 
with thee ?” Ft 


I will accompany you, and enable you to do what I 
send you to do 
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13. What do you infer from what Moses says 
in this verse, and the question he supposes 
the Israelites might ask him about the 
name of God? 

I infer the Israelites had. sunk deeply into Egyp- 
tian idolatry, and in a great measure lost the 
knowledge of the true God. This is evident 
from Joshua xxiv, 14, which read. i 

14. What is meant by, “ I am that I am?” 

I am the eternal self-existent God. 


EXAMPLE IIl.— Bible Questions. 


Ver. 1. What wasthe employment of Moses in 
Midian? How do you reconcile the ap- 
parent contradiction between this verse 
and chapter ii, verse 18? Who-did Moses 
resemble in this part of his life? Gen. xxx, 
36. Whither did he lead his flock? By 
what other name is this mountain own? 
Why is it called by these two names? 
Why is it called the mountain of God? 
By what remarkable transaction has this 
mountain been rendered famous? Gen. 
xvii, 6, 10-12; chapter xix, xxiv, 18; 
xxxi, 18; xxxti, &c. 

2. What wonderful appearance did Moses be- 
hold there? > 

_ 3. What did he resolve to do? 

_4, What is then recorded in verse 4? 

5. What injunction did the Lord lay upon him ? 
Why was he to put off his shoes from his 
feet? On what occasions was this obser 
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vance used among the Jews, and what 
did it signify? 2 Samuel xy, 30; Ezek. 
xxiv, 17; Deut. xxv, 9, 10; Ruth iv, 7; 
Josh. vi, 15. Whom did the Angel now 
proclaim himself? How was Moses af- 
fected, and what did he ? 


. What did the Lord say ? What is implied 


in his seeing and hearing the things here 
mentioned? Does he not see and hear 
whatever is done and said? What did 
the Lord engage to do for the Israelites ? 
Why is Canaan called a land flowing with 
milk and honey? Does this correspond 
with historical accounts of that country? 
By whom did he say he would accomplish 
their delivery 2 

How did Moses receive this inforniation ? 
What said he to it? Why did he say 
this 2 


What promise did the Lord give him? 


What assurance of his success did he 
receive ? 

What difficulty. did Moses anticipate and 
urge? 

How was this provided for? What is the 
import of this mystic name ? 

What farther was he directed to say? 


How long had Moses now been in the land 


of Midian? Acts vii, 30. 


How old was he at this time? Ibid., com- 


pared with verse 23. 
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We have seen that Jacob and Moses were 
shepherds :—who else were called from 

- this employment to distinguished  situa- 
tions? 1 Sam. xvii, 15; Amos i, 1, and 
vii, 14, 15. 

What should we learn from this as to the 
avocations of human life ? 

Of what may we consider the “ burning bush” 
an emblem ? 

For what reason, may we suppose, was this 
expressive sign given to Moses? 

What may we learn from verses 3-5 as to the 
spirit in which we should approach the 
Divine presence? 

What may the pious learn from verses 7—9 
when labouring under protracted sorrow ? 

What may we learn from the example of 
Moses in verse 11? 

What answer to such misgivings and distrust 
of ourselves is furnished in verse 12? 


LESSON XXXIV. 


Exodus, chapter i lv, verses 29-31 ; chap. v, verses 1, 2 
chap. vii, verses 19-21; chap. viii, verses 5, 6, 16, 
17, 20-24; and chap. ix, verses 1-3, 6. 


EXAMPLE 1 Tena Questions. 


Chap. iv, verse 29. Who went? What did 
they go to do? 
Ver. 30. Who spake all the words? What 
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words did he speak? What did he do in 
the sight of all the people ? ; 

31. What did the people do when they heard 
and saw? What did they hear the Lord 
had done? What did they do when they 
heard this 2 


Chap. v, verse 1. Who went in?. Unto whom 
did they go in? Who did they tell Pha- 
raoh had spoke to them? What had he 
said ? 

Wer. 2. What did Pharaoh answer? Whom 
did he say he did not know? What did 
he say he would not do? 


Chap. vii, verse 19. Who spake unto Moses? 
Unto whom did he hid Moses. speak ? 
What did he bid Aaron take? Upon what 
was he to stretch out his hand? What 
should he stretch out his hand upon these 
for? Through all of what land? In what 
kind of vessels ? 

Ver. 20. Did Moses and Aaron obey? What 
did Aaron do in the sight of Pharaoh? 
Into what were all the waters turned 2 

21. What became of the fish that was in the 
river? Could the Egyptians use the wa- 
ter? What was throughout all the Jand 
of Egypt? 


Chap. viii, verse 5. We learn from the verses 
‘ which go before that Pharaoh would not 
let the people go yet,—what then did God 
command Moses? ‘To speak fo Aaron 

to do what? What was he to cause to 
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come up from the river? Upon what 
land were they to come up? 

Ver. 6. Over what waters did Aaron stretch 
forth his hand? What came up? What 
land did they cover ? 

16. Pharaoh repented when the frogs came up, 
and promised to let Israel go; but when 
the frogs were gone he refused :—what 
then did the Lord command Moses? 
What was Aaron to smite? What was it 
to become? 

17. Did Aaron smite the dust? What did the 
dust become? Upon whom and what did 
it become lice? 

20. What farther did the Lord say to Moses? 
Before whom should he stand? What 
should he say to him? 

21. If Pharaoh would not let the people go, 
what did God say he would send? Upon 
vhom and upon what should he send the 
flies? What did he say should be full cf 
these flies ? 

22. What did he say he would sever or sepa- 
rate in that day? Who dwelt in this land 
of Goshen? Should any of the flies be 
there? Why would he do this ? 

23. What did he say he would put between his 
peopleand Pharaoh’s people? Whenshould 
this sign be? 

24. Did the Lord do so? What came? Into 
what places did they come? How was 
the land by reason of the swarm? | 

Chap. ix, verse 1. As before, Pharaoh agreed 
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to let Israel go when the flies oppressed 
the land; but when they were removed he 
refused; hence Moses i8 sent to him 
again in this verse. Who was Moses to 
tell Pharaoh said thus? What did he 
say? For what should they be let go? 

Ver. 3. What was to be on Pharaoh’s cattle ? 
Where were these cattle? What kind of 
cattle ? 

4. What should the Lord sever between 2 

5. When should the Lord do this thng? . Did 
the Lord do as he said 2 


Exampce I1.—Intellectual Questions. 


Chap. iv, verse 29. Who was Aaron? 
The brother of Moses, and an eloquent man, Exod. 
iv, 14-16. 
Ver. 30. Why did Aaron speak to the people 
for Moses? 


It is probable he understood the Hebrew language 
better than Moses, as Moses had been educated 
in the Egyptian court, but Aaron remained with 
the children of Israel. 


31. What is meant by, ‘‘ The people believed 2” 

They were convinced of the Divine mission of 
Moses to deliver them from Egyptian bondage. 

What is meant by, “’The Lord had visited 
the children of Israel, and looked upon 
their affliction 2 

The Lord had commenced their deliverance by the 
commission of Moses and Aaron, He had re- 
garded their sorrows, and determined to relieve 
them. 
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. What is meant by, “‘ They bowed their heads 
and worshipped 2?” 
They prostrated themselves with humility, and 
adored the God of their deliverance. 
Chap. v, verse 2. Was not “the Lord, the 
God of Israel,” the God of Pharaoh font 


Certainly he was. 
What is meant by, “ Let my people go?” 


Let Israel peaceably Jeave their homes, and go into 
| the wilderness three days’ journey, that they may 
hold a feast in honour of me, saith the Lord. 
Ver. 2. What is meant by, “ Who is the Lord, 
that I should obey his voice?” 

Pharaoh seems to suppose each nation and each 
place had a special divinity as its guardian. He 
therefore does not acknowledge the Lord of 
Israel, as he seems to suppose he was not the 
God of the land of Egypt.’ 

Chap. vii, verse 19. What is meant by “ ves- 
sels of wood and vessels of stone ?”- 

Most likely the house or kitchen vessels, in which 
water might be standing, are meant. 

Ought not this plain and great miracle to 
have induced Pharaoh to let the people 
go? 

It certainly ought. But if is the nature of man to 

hold to what is pleasant, profitable, or flattering. 


Ver. 20. Do you understand by, “The waters 
were turned to. blood,” that they really 
became blood ? 


Yes; really blood. It was a miracle which God 
wrought by the hands of Moses and Aaron. 
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Had Moses and Aaron any cause of glory in 
this matter ? 


They had no such cause. They were only instru- 
ments: the power was of God. 


21. Why did the fish die? 


Because the water in which they usually lived be. 
came blood: hence they died, and corrupted the 
waters more. 


Were the Egyptians in the habit of drinking 
the river water? ~ 


They were ; and it is said to be the: most delicious 
water in the world. : 


Chap. viii, verse 22. What is the meaning of 
“ seyer, 0? 

To separate. God purposed to make a distinction 
between the land of Egypt and the land of Go. 
shen, where the Israelites dwelt. The flies should 
not afflict the latter: thus showing his care over 
Israel, and his power to defend them. 


Chap. ix, verse 3. What is the meaning of 
“ murrain ?” 
A grievous disorder which sometimes carries off a 
great number of cattle. 


The particular distinction which God made between 
the Israelites and the Egyptians ought to give us 
an occasion of encouragement to trust in him, 
and serve him. For “the eyes of the Lord are 
over the righteous, and his ears ate open to their 
cries.” 


Exampte III.—Bible Questions. 


Chap. iv, verse 29. What then did they 2 
Ver. 30. How then did they make known and 
confirm their mission ? 
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31. How did the people receive their communi- 
cation ? ; 

Chap. v, verse 1. How did Moses and Aaron 
propose their demand to Pharaoh? 

Ver. 2. How did the king receive them? 
What did he say? Was Pharaoh then 
an Atheist ? 

Chap. vii, verses 19-21. What was the first 
plague inflicted upon Egypt? ‘ 

Chap. viii, verses 5, 6. What then followed? . 

Ver. 16, 17. What was the third judgment ? 

20-24. What fourth plague were Moses and 
Aaron to bring upon Egypt? 

Chap. ix, verses 1-3. What was the fifth plague 
wherewith Pharaoh was now threatened 2 
What is meant by a grievous murrain ? 

Ver. 6. What is then stated in verse 62% 





LESSON XXXV. 


Exodus, chapter ix, verses 10, 11, 22-36 ; and chapter 
“ x, verses 13-15, 22, 23. 


Exampce I.—Tertual Questions. 


The last miracles wrought by Aaron under 
the direction of Moses, in the sight of 
Pharaoh, only tended to harden Pharaoh’s 
heart, and he still refused to let Israel go. 
Another series of miracles is commenced. 

Chapter ix, verse 10. What did they take? 
Before whom did they stand? What did 
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Moses do with the ashes? What did it 
become? 

Ver. 11. Who could not stand before Moses ? 
Why could not the magicians stand before 
Moses ? 

This miracle and affliction still hardened 
Pharaoh’s heart, and he would not let 
Israel go. The Lord therefore com- 
manded Moses to perform other wonders 2 

22. Who spake unto, Moses? What did he bid 
him stretch forth? Toward what was 
he to stretch his hand? For what pur- 
pose ? 

23. What did the Lord send? What ran 
along upon the ground? What did the 
Lord rain upon the land of Egypt? : 

24. What was mingled with the hal? How. 
was this storm! Was there ever any like — 
it before ? | 

25. What smote? Through all what land did 
it smite? What did it smite? What did 
it smite beside man and beast ? : 

26. In what land was there -no hail? Who 
lived in that land? : 

27. Who sent? For whom did he call?) What 
did he say unto them he had done ? Whom 
did he say was righteous? How did he | 

- say he and his people were? : 
28. Whom did he ask Moses to entreat? What 
did he wish Moses to entreat of the Lord? 
What then did he say he would do? : 

29. When did Moses say he would stretch — 
out his hands? Unto whom did he say he — 
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would stretch them? What did he say 
should cease?’ What did he say Pharaoh 
might learn from this ? 

30. What did he say he knew Pharaoh and his 

: servants would do? 

31. What plants were smitten by the hail? 

| In what state were the flax and barley ? 

32. What plants were not smitten? Why were 
they not smitten ? 

33. Whither did Moses go? What did he do 
when he got out of the city? What fol- 
lowed then ? 

14. What did Pharaoh see?. What did. he do 
when he saw this?) What did he to his 
heart? Who else did so?_ 

Chap. x. Pharaoh still hardened his heart and 
would not let the Israelites go: so Mo- 
ses was directed to call up locusts on all 
the land. 

Ver. 13. What did Moses stretch forth? Over 
what land? Who brought an east wind ? 
How long did it blow? When did the 
east wind bring the locusts ? 

14. Where did the locusts go up? What did 
they do in all the coast? Were there any 
such locusts before them? Shall there 
ever be any such again ? ‘ 

15. What did they cover? How was the 
land? What did they eat? What did not 
remain? 

Still the he «rt of Pharaoh was hardened, and 
he would not let the people go. So the 
Lord directed Moses to perform another 
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miracle, and to call for darkness over all, 
the land of Egypt. 
22. What did Moses stretch forth? Toward 
what place ? What was in all the land off 
- Egypt? 
23. Could they see each other? Did they rise” 
from their places? For how long a time | 
did they not rise? Who had light in their | 
dwellings 2 | 
. | 
Exampce Il.—Iniellectual Questions. 


‘Chap. ix, ver. 10. What furnaces were these 2? 


It is probable they were the furnaces of the brick 
kilns which the Egyptians made the Israelites 
build. So God caused the ashes which were 
produced by the cruelty of the Egyptians to be- 
come a torment to them. 


What is the meaning of “ boil ?” 

A burning swelling which was very painful. 
What is the meaning of “ blains ?” 
Red burning pimples or blisters. 


11. Who are “ magicians 2” 


Persons who professed to work wonders or mira- 

eles, and seem sometimes to have had power 

from the devil or familiar spirits to do mysterious 
things. 


How were the magicians affected by the 
boils and blains ? 
Very grievously ; and Dr. Clarke thinks it probable 


that they perished, as they are never mentioned 
any more. 
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26. What do you learn from this favour to the 
Israelites ? 

That God can easily show himself good to his peo- 
ple, to those who obey him; and that he is care- 
ful to think of them, and to defend them. 

Ought this to encourage us ? 


It ought very much: God will give light to us if 
we walk in it: we should walk in the light while 
we have it; if we do not, darkness will come 
upon us. 

27. What is meant by, “I have sinned; the 
Lord is righteous ?” 

Pharaoh was now convinced, and felt that he was 
wrong and wicked, and that the Lord was upright 
and had done well in requiring the Israelites to 
be let go free in order to serve him. 

28. What do you understand by, “It is 
enough ?” 

I will yield: there need be no more plagues brought 
by the Lord: Israel shall go. 

What do you learn from the request of Pha- 

raoh to Moses to “ entreat the Lord 2?” 

It is what often happens to wicked men; when they 
are in affliction they call upon the pious and 
prayerful te pray forthem to God, against whom 
they have offended. 

31. What is the meaning of “ smitten 2 ig 

Broken down by the hail. 


We have seen Pharaoh and his people much 
afflicted, and yet continually becoming 
harder of heart ; what does this prove ¢ 


It proves that promises made in sickness are not 
16 
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_ generally kept: when health returns we forget 
them. 
Chap. x, ver. 13. Did God create the locusts at | 
this time ? | 
It is probable he did not. They already existed in | 
great numbers in Ethiopia and the countries east | 
of Egypt. | 
Wherein then is the miracle 2 | 
In causing the east wind to blow at the appointed - 
time. < 
What kind of a creature is the locust ? 


It is an insect: it has large spotted wings, an open 
mouth, and several teeth. It is much larger in 
the east than in our country. 


Are they still found in great numbers in the 
east 2 
‘They are, and are very destructive ; quite as much 
so sometimes as mentioned in the text. 
Were they ever used for food ? 


Sometimes they were, as we learn that John the 
Baptist eat locusts and wild honey. (See Matt. 
iii, 4.) 


Examrte II.—Bible Questions. 


Chap. ix, verses 8-10. What sixth plague were 
Moses and Aaron then to bring on Pharaoh 
and his people? From what furnaces pro- 
bably were they to take the ashes? Gen. 
xi, 3, with Exod. i, 14. 

Ver. 11. What is said of the magicians in this 
verse ? 


12. What is recorded in verse 12 relative to 
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Pharaoh? How do you understand this? 
See on chap. iv, verse 21. 


22. What then followed 2 
23-25. How is this judgment described ? 
26; What was the condition of the Israelites 


during this plague? 


a ie 
27. What effect had it upon the king? 2 What 


then did he ? 


28. What does he request Moses and Aaron to 


do for him, and what promise did he make 
them ? 


29, 30. What then said Moses and Aaron to 


him? If they believed that he would not 
repent, why did they do as he requested ? 


31, 32. In what stage was the harvest at the 


period of this plague? How was it af- 
fected by it? What season of the year 
does this prove to have been ? 


33. What is related in verse 33 ? 
34. When Pharaoh saw that he again had res- 


pite, what did he 2 


Chap. x, verses 12-15. What then was Moses 


directed to do, and with what result? By 
what means were the locusts brought ?* 
Was this the wind that usually brought 
them? In what country are they sup- 
posed to have originated, and in what’ 
direction is it from Egypt? In what then 
did the miracle in this case consist? What 
was the result of-this plague? What is 
meant by the last ‘clause of the 14th 
verse? ©" 


Verses 21-23. What ninth plague was then 
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¥ 
inflicted on him and his people? What is! 
signified by darkness that may be felt 2) 
What was the consequence of this dark-. 
ness? Verse 23. How long did it conti-. 
nue? How were the children of Israel. 

- situated in the meanwhile ? 





LESSON XXXVI. 


Exodus, chapter xi, verses 1, 9, 10; and chapter | 
xii, verses 1-14, 








Exampre I.—Textual Questions. 


In the last lesson we learned that God brought | 
an army of locusts to affiict the Egyptians, | 
and also a grievous darkness for thre¢ | 
days: yet the Israelites were graciously | 
exempt from these plagues ;—still Pha- 
raoh hardened his heart, and would not 
let Israel go. The last plague is now 
brought. | 

Chap. xi, verse 1. Who spake to Moses? 
What did the Lord say he would bring ? 
Upon whom would he bring this plague ? 
What would Pharaoh do after this? What 
should he do when he should let them got. 

Yet Pharaoh hearkened not to the admoni- 

tions of the Lord in the dreadful plague of 

ing the first born in all the land; so 

Lord spake farther unto Moses. 

‘hat did the Lord say Pharaoh should 

not do? Why should he not hearken ? 






aye 
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10. What did Moses and Aaron? Before 
whom did they do these wonders? What 
did the Lord do to Pharaoh’s heart? What 
would not Pharaoh do? 

Chap. xii, verse 1. Unto whom did the Lord 
speak? Where did he speak to them? 

Ver. 2. What did he say this oe should be? 
What else did he say it should be? 

3. Unto whom did he bid them speak? What 
day of the month is mentioned? “What 
should they do on this day? According 
to what should they take a lamb ? 

4. What does this verse say, “if the household 
be?’ Who then should take a lamb? 
According to what should they take it? 
How should they make their “ count for 
the lamb 2?” 

5. How should the lamb be? What kind of a 
lamb should itbe? Of what year? From 
what ‘should they take it? 

6. How long should they keep it up? Who 
then should kill it? At what time of the 
day ? 

7. What should they take of? On what should 
they strike this blood? Of what houses 

_ should they strike it on the posts? 

8. What should they do with the flesh?) When 
should they eat it? How should it be 
cooked? What kind of bread should they 
eat with it? What kind of herbs? 

9. How should they not eat of it? WE hat parts 

should they eat? 

10. Should they let any of it remain until 
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morning? But should any remain, what | 
should they do with it? | 

11. What should be girded? What should be ] 
on their feet? What in their hand? How | 
should they eat it? Whose passover is it? | 

12. Where did the Lord say he would pass ? | 
When would he pass through the land of 
Egypt? What would he smite? Against 
whom would he execute judgment? Why? | 

13. What did he say the blood should be to | 
them for? Upon what? Who should | 
see it? What would the Lord do when 
he should see the blood? What should 
not be upon them ? , 

14. What should this day be unto them for? 
What should they keep it for ? Through- 
out what should they keep it? By what 
should they keep it a feast for ever? 








Examrte Il.—Jntelleetual Questions. | 


Chap. xi, verse 1. What is the meaning of, 
“Shall surely thrust you out hence alto- 
gether ?” 


When Pharaoh should finally yield to let the Israel- 
ites go, he should be so alarmed as to urge them 
to fly away out of his land: he should force them 


away then, though he had so long refused before 
to let them go. 


Ver. 9. What is meant by, “ Pharaoh shall not 
hearken unto you ?” 


He will not grant your request : he will still harden 
his heart. And hence the Lord said his wonders 
should be multiplied in the land of Egypt. 


ae ag 
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10. What “ wonders” were these? 


The miracles which Moses and Aaron wrought to 
induce Pharaoh to let the Israelites go. 


What moral lesson do you learn from all this 
conduct of Pharaoh ? 


That a continuance in sin hardens the heart more 
and more. 


Chap. xii, verse 2. What is meant by, * This 
~month shall be to you the beginning of 
months ?” 

This is explained by the words following: “ It shall 
be the first month of the year to you.” God pro 
bably changed the commencement of the Seal 
and made it commence with this month, which 


was called Abib by the Jews; answering to a part 
of our March and April. (See Dr. Clarke.) 


Ver. 3. What is meant by, “ take a lamb accord- 
ing to the house of their fathers 1” 

Israel was divided into tribes, and these tribes into 
families: a lamb, therefore, would serve for one 
family. 

4, What is the meaning of, “If the household 
be too little for the lamb ?” 

If the persons in one family cannot eat up one 
lamb, let them join with another family living 
next to them. In this way they should make 
their ** count for the lamb.” 


5. What is meant by, “ Without blemish?’ _, * 
Having no natural imperfection,—no disease. 
What is meant by, “ Male of the first year?” 


It should not be older than one year; and should be 
a he lamb. 


‘ 
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6. What is the meaning of, “ Ye shall keep it 
until the fourteenth day ?” : 
Ye shall take it from the flock on the tenth day; 
put it up, and feed it until the fourteenth day; at 
which time the whole assembly of the congrega- 
tion should kill it in the evening. 
7. What are the “ side posts 2” 
The two upright pieces constituting the door frame ; 
one on each side of the door. (Point to them.) 
What is the meaning of “ upper door posts 2?” 


The piece which crosses overhead, connecting the 
two side posts. 


” Was this blood typical; or did it point out 
any thing which was to come afterward ? 
It was; as we learn the lamb was a type of Christ. 
This is clear, from his being called, Heb. vii, 26, 
‘a lamb without spot or blemish :” and im refer- 
ence to the sprinkling of this blood, the blood of 
Christ is called “the blood of sprinkling.’ And 
in Eph. i, 7, we are said to “have redemption in 
his blood.” 
8. What is “unleavened bread 2” 


Bread which has no yeast in it, to make it rise, 
and be light. It is heavy, and therefore may be 
called sad bread. 


' » Why should the “bitter herbs” be eaten ? 


To remind the Israelites of their grievous bondage 
in Egypt. 


9, What is meant by “ raw?” 
- Not cooked in any way, 


What is the meaning of “ sodden?” 
Boiled in water but a little. 
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What is meant by, “ His head with his legs?” 
The lamb should be roasted whole. 


What by “ purtenance thereof?” 
The intestines,—the entrails. 


10. Why should « nothing remain of it till 
morning 2” 

To prevent its spoiling, or becoming putrefied ; 
which ought not to be, as it was consecrated 
to God. ~ 

Do these two last verses point to our Saviour 

particularly ? 

Clearly :—not a bone of him was to be broken; nor 
was he “to see corruption. Hf 

11. What is the meaning of, “ Your loins 
girded ?” 


Having on your body clothes, and your belts round 
you; ready for your journey. 


Why should they “ eat it in haste ?” 


Because the destroying angel was about to pass 
through the land, and slay wherever he saw not 
the blood. 


What is the meaning of, “It is the Lord’s 
passover 1” 


It is so called, because God, in mercy, passed over 
the houses where the blood was sprinkled on the 
door. 

Does this circumstance still more strongly’ 

point out the blood of our Saviour ? 

It does; and ought to impress us deeply. God hag 
promised to pass over the soul that is sprinkled 


with the blood of Jesus; but he will pour out hia 
indignation upon those who are not sprinkled. 
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* May we all be sprinkled and saved by the 
blood of Jesus? 


We may all,—every one. It is free for all. 


Is it our duty to come to God now, and to 
ask him in mercy to sprinkle our hearts ? 
It is our duty. God waits to be gracious. 


14. What is meant by a “ memorial ?” 
A token of remembrance. Something to keep one 
in mind of a particular thing. 
What is the meaning of “ feast ?” 


In this text it means a religious festival. They 
were to continue to eat this passover every year 
with joy and fear:—joy, at their deliverance ; 
and fear, upon recollecting how God had visited 
the Egyptians for their wickedness. 


Examp.e III.—Beble Questions. 


Chap. xi, verse 1. What does the Lord say to 
Moses in the first verse of this chapter ? 

Ver. 9. What did the Lord foretel as to Pha- 
raoh’s reception of this threat ? 

10. What is recorded in the last verse ? 

Chap. xii, verses 1,2. What does the Lord say 
to Moses and Aaron in these verses ? 
What is meant by “the beginning of 
months ?”” What was the name of that 
month, and to which of our months does 
it correspond? Exod. xiii, 4: see also on 
chap. ix, verse 32. 

Ver. 3-14. What ordinance did God now en- 
join upon the Israelites?) Why was it 
called the passover? How were they to 
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commence preparing for its celebration? 
On what day of the month were they to 
begin their preparations? Verse 3. What 
kind of lamb was to be used in this ordi- 
nance? Verse 5. How long was it to be 
kept up? What ceremony were they to 
perform with the blood? Verse 7. For 
what purpose were they to observe this? 
Verse 13. What particular regulations 
were they to observe in eating it? Ver. 11. 
What did these things signify? What in- 
tention does the Almighty then announce 
to them? What promise does he make 
them ? 


Of whom are we to regard the paschal lamb 
as a type? 1 Cor. v, 7. 

What resemblance to Christ do you find in 
the sixth verse ? 

What in the seventh ? 

It is remarkable that the two side posts of 
the door and the lintel are named ex- 
pressly ; but no blood was to be sprinkled 
on the threshold:—can you assign any 
reason for this? Heb. x, 29. 

What did the unleavened bread signify ? 

Why were they to eat it with bitter herbs ? 

Why were they to be so careful to take a 
*‘lamb without blemish ?”’ 

What benefits resulted to the Hebrews from 
faith in this type, and obedience to the 


Divine command ? ‘ 


 . 
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What evils resulted to them from: unbelief 
and disobedience ? 

‘What benefits will result to us from faith in 
the Antitype ? 

What evils will result to us from not believing 
in Christ? 

What was signified by the unleavened bread ? 

Of what is leaven an emblem? Matt. xvi, 6. 

What does this teach us as to the spirit and 
temper of the Christian? 1 Cor. v, 7, 8. 

To what ordinance of the Christian religion 
does it correspond, by which it has been 
supplanted? Luke xxii, 15-20. 

In what does this resemble the passover ? 

{n what does it differ from it? 

What qualifications are necessary to a proper 
reception of this Christian ordinance ? 
Verses 8, 44; Col. ii, 11; 1 Cor. xi, 28. 





LESSON XXXVIII. 


Exodus, chapter xii, ersen 29-33, 37, 40-42; and 
chapter xiii, verses 17-22. 


Exampte 1.—Teztual: Questions. 


Chap. xii, ver. 29. What time of the night is 
mentioned here? What came to pass at 
midnight? The first born of what did the 
Lord smite? : 

Verse 30. What did Pharaoh do in the night? 
Who else rose up? What was then in 
Egypt? What was inevery house? Was 


3l. 


32. 


33. 


37. 


40. 


41. 
42 
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this the cause why there was a cry in 
Egypt? 

For whom did Pharaoh call? When did 
he call for them? What did he say to 
them? Who should go with them?— 
Whom should they go and serve? 

What should they take with them?. In 
what words did he hasten them? What 
did he ask them to do to him before they 
went ! 

How were the Egyptians upon the people ? 
Why were they urgent upon them? What 
did they say ? 

What did the children of Israel do? From 
whence did they journey? How many 
men? How did they go? Were the 
women and children included ? 

How long was the sojourning of the chil- 
dren of Israel in Egypt? 

What came to pass at the end of the four 
hundred and thirty years ? 

Did they go out at night? What is said 
of this night? Why was this night to be 
much observed to the Lord? Of whom 
was it to be observed? How long was 
this night to be observed ? 


Chapter xiii, verse 17. When did the things 


mentioned in this verse come to pass? 
Through what land did God not lead the 
Israelites? Was that a near way from 
Egypt to Palestine? Why did not God 
lead them through the land of the Philis- 
tines ? 
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Ver. 18. Which way did God lead the people? 
What sea is mentioned here? How did 
the children of Israel go up from Egypt? 

19. What did Moses take with him? What 
had Joseph done? In swearing them ° 
what did Joseph say ? 

20.. From whence did they take their journey ? 
Where did they encamp? Where was 
Etham? 

21. Who went before them? How did he go 
before them in the day time? Why did 
he go in a pillar of cloud by day?) How 
did he go before them by night? Why in 
a pillar of fire by night ? 

22. What did he not take away by day? What 
did he not take away by night ? 


Examp.e II.—Jntellectual Questions. 


Chap. xii, ver. 29. What is the meaning of 
“the Lord smote ?” 


He slew; he caused to die. 


What is the meaning of “ first born ?” 


As it is said in the 30th verse, “that there was not. 
a house in which there was not one dead,” it is 
probable that the meaning is, the eldest ‘of the 
offspring in the house, or the most excellent 
among the children, and the cattle. We can 
scarcely suppose that the first born of every 
family, and of every cattle was then alive. 


What is the meaning of “ Pharaoh that sat 
on his throne ?”” 


Simply, Pharaoh the king ; as the king only sat on 
the throne. 
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_ What is the meaning of “ captive ?? — 
Prisoners put in prison or jail for crimes. 
Ver. 30. Who are meant by “ his servants ?” 


Most likely the officers of his household, and the 
officers of his government. 

What is the meaning of, There was a great 

ery 2” eal 

There was a loud and long lamentation in ail the 
land for the death of their first born, or most. 
excellent, 

31. What is the meaning of, “He called for 
Moses and Aaron?” 

He sent a message to them; for it does not, appear 
that they came to Pharaoh, or that he saw them 
any more. 

What is the meaning of, “ Get you forth ?” 

Get out of the land of Egypt ; go away from among 
my people, and take your children also. 

What is the meaning of, “Go serve the 

Lord, as you have said ?”’ 
Go offer sacrifice, and hold a feast to the Lord. 
32. Had Pharaoh forbidden them to take their 
flocks and herds before ? 

He had: but now he was so plarrose as to grant all 

they had requested. 
What is meant by, “ be gone?” 
Make haste away ; do not stay in all the land.” 


What is the meaning of, * Bless me also?” 


Bestow some good wishes and words, by way of 
promise or-entreaty, in the name of your God. 


Does adversity often bring wicked people to 


Peay 
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ask the prayers of those who pre and fear 
God? 


Very often, as in this case. And this shows that 
there is a secret conviction of the truth and 
power of religion in their hearts; but they will 
not follow the light of it. 


33. What is the meaning of, “The Egyptians 
were urgent ?” 


They pressed the sage to go away quickly. 


Why were they so urgent? 


Because they were greatly alarmed lest they should 
all die. 


Is death a great terror to wicked men ? 


Ut is: it brings them into bondage, and they live 
and grow in it so long as they are wicked. 


Is there any possible deliverance from this 
fear of death ? 


The experience of religion delivers the person from 
this fear: so says the apostle. And it is rea- 
sonable it should. Because religion brings par- 
don of sin, and guilt is the chief ground of our 
fear. Religion makes the soul like unto God in 
its nature; and this often makes the good man 
wish to die that he may see God in peace, and 
live with him. ry 


May we all experience this religion, and be 
delivered from this fear ? 


We may all, every one of us. And we ought all to 
come and enjoy it immediately. 


But if we do not, what will become of us? 
We shall die in our sins, and then we shall never 


see the face of God in peace’ but shall be ba- 
nished into hell. 
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37. What is the meaning of “ journeyed ?” 
_ They went on their way from Egypt toward Ca- 
naan. 
Is not Rameses called by some other name 
in the Scriptures ? 
It is called Goshen ; and is the place where the 
‘ Israelites had dwelt for four hundred and thirty 
years, since the time Jacob and his family went 
down. 
Were the women and children included in 
these six hundred thousand men ? 


They were not. These were etrong and healthy 
men, above twenty years of age, and fit for war. 


How many were there in all do you sup- 

pose ? 

Dr. Adam Clarke makes a computation which 
amounts to more than three millions. It is very 
probable there were above two millions, with all 
their cattle. These must have made a very great 
company indeed. (See Dr. Clarke.) 


40. What is meant by “ sojourning ?” 


Dwelling for a time. Though the Israelites were 
in Egypt four hundred and thirty years, yet they 
were not permanently settled there. They still 
expected to return to Canaan: hence they were 
said to sojourn. 


41. What is the meaning of “hosts of the 
Lord ?” 


A large number of men, women, and children 
devoted to the service of God, and under his spe- 
cial superintendence. 


What is the meaning of, “« Went out from the 
land of Egypt?” 


+P 
Ad 
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Departed from Goshen toward Canaan. 


42. What is the meaning of, “It is a night 
; much to be observed unto the Lord?” 

It is a night to ‘be held in perpetual remembrance 
because of the manifestation of God’s judgments 
upon the Egyptians, and his merciful favour to 
‘the Israelites. In gratitude, therefore, this night 
is to be “* much observed unto the Lord.” 

Is it usually right to call to remembrance 
and to perpetuate and cherish the recol- 
lection of distinguished blessings from 
God, by observing the times in which they 
were given in a suitable manner ? 

It is right: it is allowable and profitable. It 
strengthens the principle of religion in the heart 
by calling to mind the time when God in mercy 
converted our souls and pardoned our sins. It is 
good also to remember peculiar providences of 
God, by which we have escaped some grievous 
calamity. 

Chap. xii, ver. 17. What is meant by, “ Pha- 
raoh had let the people go?” 

He had consented to their departure. 

What do you learn from the expression, 
‘“¢ God led them 2?” . 

That God was peculiarly careful of them, and 
showed himself a watchful Father over them. 

Was it nearer through the Philistines’ coun- 
try to Canaan ? 


"It was: their country lay in the direct road to 
Canaan. 


Why then did not the Lord lead them in that 


way? 
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Because the Philistines would fight against them, 
and they would in all probability have aaiplied 
against Moses and Aaron and returned to 
as we learn they often declared their wish to 
return whenever some difficulty came in the 
way. 

Does not this teach us Christians not to 
go into conflict and danger when we can 
avoid it ? q 

It does: we ought never to court difficulty or temp- 
tation, but rather avoid it when we can, without 
violating our duty or the commands of God. 

18. What is meant by, “ God led the people 
about 2” , 

He caused them to take a route which was out of 
the direct way to Canaan, that they might pass 
through a wilderness, and not meet with war to 
alarm them and drive them back. 


What is the meaning of they “ went up har- 
nessed 2” 

They went on their journey, having every thing 
necessary for it, and in good order. 

19. What did Joseph mean by saying, * God 
will surely visit you?” 

God will certainly remember his promise so often 
made to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and per. 
form it. 

How could Joseph declare this surely ? 


The apostle, Heb. xi, 22, says he did it “ by faith :” 
that is, he was so inspired as to foresee that 
God would surely redeem Israel from Egyptian 
bondage. 

Where were the bones of Joseph afterward 

buried ? 


gypts 
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From Joshua xxiv, 32, we learn that they were 
buried in Shechem, where he had buried his 
father several hundred years before. 


How were Joseph’s bones preserved so 
long? 

It is probable that his whole body is ineant by 
bones, as we know Joseph was embalmed and 
preserved by the Egyptian physicians. They 


carried up Joseph as a mummy completely em- 
balmed. 


20. What is meant by “ encamped?” 

They stopped to rest, and pitched their tents as an 
enemy would do. 

21. Who is meant by the “ Lord” in this 
verse ! 

The Lord Jesus Christ, as we learn from the apos- 
tle, 1 Cor. x, 9, where he says, ‘‘ Neither let us 
tempt Christ, as some of them also tempted, and 
were destroyed of serpents.” 

What is meant by a “ pillar of a cloud?” 


The symbol or sign of the Divine presence, which 
appeared to the Israelites as a cloud by day, and 
the same Divine presence appeared asa “pillar 
of fire” by night. 


Why did the Divine presence assume the 
form of a cloud by day and of fire by 
night ? = 

That it might be the more distinct by day and by 
night. ‘The cloud could be seen but by day, and 

_ the fire by night. 
22. Was this Divine presence constant ? 


It was: had it not been it is probable the Israelites 
would have become discouraged, and turned back 
to Egypt. 


TEACHERS’ THIRD BOOK. 261 


Exampre IJI.— Bible Questions. - 


Chapter xii, verse 29. What took place that 
night ? ‘ 

30. What was the effect upon Pharaoh and his 
servants ? 

31, 32. What then did Pharaoh? 

33. How did the Egyptians second their mo- 
narch’s mandate? What prophecy did 
they thus fulfil? 

37. Where were the Hebrews dwelling at that 
time? Gen. xlvii, 11. Whither did they 
journey? In what direction, and how far 
is that from Rameses? How many were 
there of the Israelites ? 

40, 41. How long is it said their sojourning 
had continued? Does the text say that 
they had been all this time in Egypt? 
From what time does this calculation about 
their sojourning commence? Gal. iii, 19. 
How long had they really been in Egypt? 

Chap. xiil, verses 17, 18. What does the his- 
tory then proceed to relate? Which way 
did they go to.Canaan? Was this the 
most direct? Which then was? and why 
did not the Lord lead them by that way ? 
What is meant in verse 18 by ‘“har- 
nessed 2” 

Ver. 19. What fact is recorded in verse 19% 
Why did they this ? 

20. Where had they sojourned during the time 
of the above transactions? Whither did 


wt 
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they now remove? Where is it situ- 
ated 2 

21, 22. What kind of provision did the Lord 
make for their guidance? Of what was 
this a symbol and memento? Chap. xiv, 
verse 19. What other purpose did the 
cloud answer? Num. ix, 16; Psa. cv, 39. 


LESSON XXXVIII. 
Exodus, chapter xiv, verses 5-9, 10, 19-23, 26-31 


Exampte I.—Tevtual Questions. 


Ver. 5. What was told the king of Egypt? 
Whose hearts are mentioned? What is 
said of them? Against what people were 
their hearts turned? What did they say ? 

6. What did he make ready? Whom did he 
take with him ? 

7. How many chosen chariots did he take? 
Did he take others?. What was over every 
one of them? 

8. What is said of the heart of Pharaoh, the 
king? What did Pharaoh do? -How did 
the children of Israel go out? 

9. Did the Egyptians pursue? All of what 
pursued? What were the Israelites doing 
when the Egyptians overtook them? Where 
were they encamped ? 

10. Who drew nigh? Who lifted up their 
eyes? Whom did they see marching after 


~ 


19. 
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them? Unto whom did the children of 
Israel cry in their fear ? 

Who is mentioned in the first words of this 
verse? Had he gone before the camp of 


- Israel? Where did he remove to now2 


20. 


21. 


22. 


23. 
26. 


O47 


From before what did the pillar of cloud 
go? Where did it stand? 

Between whom did the pillar of cloud 
come? What was this pillar to the Egyp- 
tians? What did it give by night to the 
Israelites? Did it prevent the Egyptians 
from coming near the Israelites by night? 
Who stretched out his hand? Over what 
did he stretch it? What did the Lord do? 
By what did he cause the sea to go back? 
What did he make the sea? What was 
divided ? 
Where did the children of Israel go? Upon 
what did they go? How were the wa- 
ters upon their right hand and upon their 
left ? 

Who pursued them? Into what place did 
the Egyptians pursue them ? 

The children of Israel having passed 
through the sea safely, what said the Lord 
to Moses? For what purpose should he 
stretch out his hand? Upon whom should 
these waters come? 

What did the sea do when Moses stretched 
out his hand?. When did the sea return 
to its strength? What did the Egyptians 
do when the sea returned? Did they es- 
cape? Who overthrew them? 


x % 
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28. What did the waters cover ? Dia any of 
them remain ? 

29. But how did the children of Israel walk in 
the midst of the sea? How were the wa- 
ters to them on the right hand and on the 
left ? 

30. What did the Lord do for Israel that day ? 

_ What did Israel see on the sea shore? 

31. What did Israel see done upon the Egyp- 
tians? Whom did the people fear when 
they saw this ?. Whom did they believe ? 


Exampre [].—Jntellectual Questions. 
Ver. 5. What is the meaning of, “ The people 
fled ?”’ 


It probably means they had gone away to return no 
more. 


What is the meaning of, “‘ The heart of Pha- 

raoh was turned against the people?” 

He and his servants felt indignant, and grieved that 
Israel should go out from serving them, and they 
determined to pursue them. 

7. What is the meaning of “ chosen chariots ?”” 
Chariots of war. 

What is the meaning of “captains ?” 

Commanders of the chariots. 

8. What is meant by, “ The Lord hardened his 
heart ?” 


The judgments of God, as exhibited in the different 
plagues, had a tendency to harden the heart of 
Pharaoh. 


What is the meaning of ‘he pursued ?” 


~ 
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He followed hard after. 


What is meant by, “ The children of Israel _ 


went out with a high hand 2?” 


They went out under the peculiar protection of 
God, who led.them. 


9. What is the meaning of “ encamping ?” 
Had stopped, and pitched their tents. Y 
10. What is the meaning of “ drew nigh?” 
Came close up to the Israelites, 
What is the meaning of “lifted up their 
eyes 1” 
Turned their eyes toward them, and looked. 
What is meant by “sore afraid?” 
Greatly alarmed, greatly terrified. 


What is meant by “cried unto the Lord 1” 

Made their prayers and supplications to God in 
loud and earnest language. 

Ought the children of Israel to have been 

thus alarmed ? 

They ought not: they should have remembered the 
great power of God in their behalf, and confidently 
trusted in him. They should have stood still and 
seen his power. 


19. Who is this Angel of the Lord? 


The Lord Jesus Christ, the messenger of the hea- 
venly covenant. 

Why did the pillar of cloud remove and stand 
behind them ? 


To show the care of the Lord, and to protect them 
from the Egyptians. : 


ay 
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Did it effectually protect them ? 
It did, as we learn in the twentieth verse. 


21. Why did Moses stretch out his hand over 
the sea? 


Because God had made this the token of the mani- 
festation of his Divine power. 


Do you suppose this “ strong east wind” was 
sufficient to divide the waters, and make 
them stand as a wall ? 


Not at all. The great power of God alone could do 
this. It is probable that the east wind was made 
the instrument of drying the bottom, when the 
power of God had heaped up the waters on either 
side. (See Dr. Clarke.) 


26. What is meant by “the waters may come 
again 2” 
That the waters may return to their proper and 


natural place : the two walls close up by coming ° 


together. 
27. What is meant by “the sea returned to its 
strength ?” 


The power of the ebbs and floods was restored as 
before the wind blew and the sea was divided. 


What is meant by “overthrew the Egyp- 
tians ?” 


Overwhelmed them, so that they were drowned. 


30. What is meant by, “'The Lord saved 
'  Tsrael 2?” 


He delivered them from the power of the Egyp- 
tians. 


_ How came the Egyptians on the sea shore, 


- 
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when they had just been overwhelmed in 


the floods ? 


The waves washed them up on the shore; and it is s 
very probable that the Israelites obtained much 
clothing and many arms from these Egyptians. 


31. Was the overthrowing the Egyptians purely 
the work of the Lord? 


It was purely so: the Israelites had no hand in it. 
So clearly was this the case, that the people 
feared the Lord from this manifestation of his 


Divine power. 


Exampte If[].—Bible Questions. 


Ver. 5. What was now told to Pharaoh? Had 
he given them permission to go; and what 
then do you understand by their fleeing? 
When informed of it, how did he feel, and 

, what said he? 

6-9. What then did he? 

10. When the Hebrews saw the approach of 
the king and his host, how were they 
affected? What did they in their dis- 
tress ? 

19, 20. What fact is then related? What is 
meant by the Angel of God? How did it 
affect each company ? 

21. What now did Moses, and with what 
result? 

22. What is then related of the Israelites ? 

23. What also did the Egyptians ? 

26. What then did the Lord command Moses 
to do? 

a7; 28. What was the xeault. ie ‘ae 


2 
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29. What in the meanwhile became of the He- 
brews ? 

30. What is recorded in this verse ? 

31. What effect did these transactions produce 
on the Israelites ? 


LESSON XXXIX. 


ON INTEMPERANCE. 
1. What is intemperance ? 


It is the using of ardent spirits, as rum, brandy, gin, 
whiskey, &c. 


2. Is simply the using of these intemperance, 
_ if they are used moderately ? 


They cannot be used at all as a drink by persons in’ 
health, without the use being intemperance ; be- 
cause the human constitution does not require 
any such thing as ardent drink. 


3. Is intemperance, or drunkenness, forbidden 
in the word of God? 


It is expressly and repeatedly forbidden. In Gal. - 
v, 21, “drunkenness” is classed: among ‘ the 
works of the flesh,” and it is said, that ‘they 

ich do such things shall not inherit the king- 
dom of God.”, And in 1 Cor. vi, 10, ‘‘ drunkards” 
are ranked among thieves, and revilers, and ex- 
tortioners, which shall not ‘inherit the kingdom 
of God.” And the apostle says, Rom. xiii, 13, 
“Let us walk honestly as in the day; not in 
rioting and drunkenness,” &&c ;—and many others. 


A Has it proved a curse to mankind, that it | 


> 
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should be forbidden in such alarming lan- 
guage? 
It has proved a great curse, both to the souls and 
the bodies of many millions of our fellow men. 
_ It has made many a rich man poor ;—it has made 
many a happy family miserable ;—it has made 
many an excellent wife a poor broken-hearted 
widow ;—it has made many a dear babe an or- 
phan, and sent many precious souls to hell, to be 
wretched for ever. 


5. Is ardent spirits necessary to a man’s health 
and comfort? ‘ 


It certainly is not. This is proved by the uninter- 
rupted health of many excelient men who have 
abstained from it. It is proved by their cheer- 
fulness and uniforrhly good spirits. They are 
not so- subject to melancholy and sadness as 
those who are in the habit of drinking ardent 
spirits. 


6. Is strong drink necessary to strengthen 
people that labour hard ? 


It is not necessary, but injurious. It weakens the 
body by destroying the constitution. Hence we 
see persons, who have become confirmed drunk- 
ards, are nervous and shake: they cannot hold 
the hand steadily; and finally lose their minds, 
become deranged, and die of a peculiar disease, 
which physicians call mania @ potw. 


7. What is the opinion of physicians concerning 
its use to preserve or restore health? 


Those who are most competent to judge are of 
opinion that it cannot be serviceable in scarcely 
any case. The late celebrated Dr. Rush gave a 
steady and decided testimony against the use of 
ardent spirits. They inflame and excite the sys- 
tem to an unnatural degree. 
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8. Are people born intemperate, or fond of 
strong drink ? 


They are not in the least degree. ‘There is a natu- 
ral antipathy to it in children, until they acquire 
a taste for it by degrees. Unfortunately this 
taste is often formed in the nursery, or at the 
breast, by giving drinks in which are some spirit. 
It cannot be doubted but that a child has no more 
natural inclination to strong drink than a young 
pig or a young dog. 


9. Do persons become drunkards at once? 


No: by degrees they acquire a fondness for it; and 
the habit becomes so powerful as to constrain 
them. We ought, therefore, to resist the very 
first temptation to strong drink; and as far as 
possible to cut off such temptation from our 
children. 


10. What is generally the consequence of drink- 
ing moderately, as it is called? 


The OO are dreadful. Moderate drink- 
ing always leads to confirmed drunkenness. The 
persons who drink moderately do not intend to 
become drunkards; but one glass makes way for 
another ; and when they have got so that they 
can annk one, they think they want two, and 
are not satisfied without them. In this way 
they go on until they can drink themselves fully 
drunk. I recollect a lady in very respectable 
society who was seduced into habits of intem- 
perance by first using gin toddy. Beware of the 
moderate use of ardent spirits. 


11. Does drunkenness then begin by simply 
tasting ? 
Yes; it begins by tasting, and then a love for ‘it 


wins upon the wretched beings; and wo to the 
men who are taken in the snare! 
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12. How then can drunkenness be banished 


from the land? 

By voluntary associations of those who are now 
temperate, in order to preserve themselves from 
the evil, and to discourage and suppress the use 
of it in every proper way. These associations 
will operate on public opinion, so that it will finally 
become unfashionable to drink ardent spirits, and 
a sense of shame will restrain. In this way those 
who are sober will remain sober; and when the 
last drunkard dies and is laid in his grave, “the 
land will be free,” and intemperance annihilated. 

13. What then is the duty of children about 
drunkehness 2 2 

To take care not to become fond of strong drink. 
If any ask you to drink, and say it will not hurt 
you, do not believe them; do not listen to them : 
they will cheat you, and ruin your souls. Let all 
the children in the land grow up and be spher, and 
then the land will be happy. 

14. But if a child become a drunkard hae will 
fall on him in this world, and what in that gs 
which is to come? l 

In this world he will suffer the loss of health: he — . 
will fall into disgrace : he will lose his property : 
he will wound his friends; and may bring them 
down to the grave in sorrow. 

In the world to come he will lose his soul in ever- 
lasting perdition: he will be cast out from the 
presence of God, and cast into hell, to be there 
for ever with devils. Think of as dear children, 
and dear reader. 


15. What are the habits that lead men to desire 
strong drink ? 


Idleness,—wicked company,—gay and pleasurable 
company,—dissipation of De Head ee of spi- 
: rits, duc 


ce 
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16. What do the Scriptures say of those who 


give strong drink to others? 


In Hab. ii, 15, they say, ‘‘ Wo unto him that giveth 


his neighbour drink, that puttest thy bottle to 
him, and makest him drunken.” 


17. What then shall we say of those pro-: 


fessed Christians which trade in spirituous 
hquors ? 


We must say that the “‘ wo” denounced above will 


fall on them if they do not repent and cease this 
great and crying sin. They are ‘instruments of 
unrighteousness unto uncleanness,” and will have 
to give a dreadful reckoning to their Maker for 
the misery they have produced among their 
fellow beings by the sale and distribution of ar- 
dent spirits. 


18. Should friends and visiters be treated with 


intoxicating liquors when they call to see 
us ? 


They should.not. This is a very pernicious and 


insidious evil. It has led many into drunken- 
ness; because they gradually acquire a taste for 
it under the idea that they are only observing the 
courtesies of friendship; and this is the more en- 
snaring because ladies frequently tender it. 


19. May a drunkard be known by his appear- 


ance? 


Generally he may. His eyes are red, plood-shotten, 


and have a heavy aspect ;—his face is much in- | 
flamed, and often has a blue tinge ;—the lips are 
particularly livid ;—broad disgusting blotches, of 
a reddish blue colour, called carbuncles, are often 
seen upon his face ;—his hair is dirty, and stringy, 
like a bundle of little snakes tied together by the 
head ;—his. face particularly, and his body, often 
becomes bloated;—he walks with a peculiarly 
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anxious step, endeavouring to steady himself, but 
cannot ; and often falls and disfigures himself 
with wounds and scars:—he becomes feeble, and 
a trembling seizes his i so that he staggers 
when he attempts to walk. 


20. But does it affect his yy character, or 


weaken his moral principles? 

It does, and frequently very much; so that these 
poor wretched beings, when they cannot get 
money to buy ardent spirits, will lounge about 
bar rooms, and catch up the glasses of others, 
and steal a drink; or stoop to the disgusting act 
of draining the glasses others have drunk. The 
heart siclmps to see such degradation of a fellow 
man. sl j 


21. How does drunkenness affect the drunk- 


ard’s property ? 


Ti generally ruins his estate, and brings his wife 


and children to poverty, want, and disgrace. It 
often destroys the feelings of a father or mother ; 
so that the bread is taken from the mouths of 
hungry children, and clothes from the bodies of 
almost freezing babes, to buy rum or strong drink. 


22. Does the drunkard’s course afflict his 


~ 


friends ? 


It dishonours them ;—it mortifies them,—so much 


so, that they often disown him, and turn him out 
to perish when and where he may in the wide and 
friendless world. 


23. But if the drunkard be a young man, on 


whom does his case bear the hardest? 


On his "palate, if he be at home with them; and — 


then on his young wife, who, nine times out of 

ten, is deceived, if he be married. In these cases 

the drunkard often breaks the heart of his aged 

‘and fond Panne, and brings them down with 
18” 
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sorrow to the grave; and not unfrequently the | 
virtue and reputation of his wife and children, as | 
well as their peace and property, are ruined. 
_ Dear young friends, think of this, and you vill | 
- never become drunkards. | 


24. What kind of language does the drunkard 
generally use ? 
Both profane and obscene. 


How is the business of a drunkard affected ? 


His credit is ruined ; people are afraid to trust him; 
his creditors press for payment; and then the 
drunkard is ruined, and with him his family. 


25. Does not drunkenness chieflpyfill our peni- 


tentiaries, prisons, jails, alms houses, and 
hospitals, with the wretched creatures we 
find there ? 


It does: probably nine out of ten go to these places 
because of drunkenness. 


26. Is there any hope for the drunkard’s soul ? 


There is hope if he will break off entirely from the 
use of ardent spirits, become penitent for his sins, 
and seek forgiveness of God. He shall then find 
peace, and may restore himself and family to 
respectable society, to health, competency, and 
comfort. 

Beware, then, of the drunkard’s bowl, for it will 
surely lead you to the drunkard’s grave. 


THE END. 
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